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| The Church of ENGLAND is Vindi 


DISCOURSE | 


Superſtition: 


WHEREIN 


cated from the Imputation. 


To which is added IE | 


A 
PEACEABLE 


FP LED 


FOR 


[UNION and PEACE,| 
[In an Expoſtulatory Addreſs both to the 


Conformiſt and Non-Conformiſt. 


By W:8. Shelton, Rector of $* Noni Colcheſter. 


LONDON, 


Printed by F. M. for F. Robinſon at the Golden 
Lyon in S* _ Church-Yard, 1681. | 
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| 6k To the 
' RIGHT REVEREND 
1 FTE in GOD, 


Ll ..:. _ AND 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


HENRY 


. Lord Brnor 


' One of His Majeſties FEne Honour- 
i able Privy-Council, exc. 


Hay it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

Here is none to whom I 
| owe account of my elf 
and Studies, more than to 
b- A 3 your 


The Epiſtle 7 Dedicatory. f 
your Lordſhip as my Dioce- |} 
ſan. None to whom Þ more | 
readily ſubmit - this Eſlay, | 
which keavowrs to acRight | 
to the Church of England, 
whoſe Honour . and Security | 
is lo great a parts of your | 
Lordſbips care, as to challenge 
the acknowledgment of all | 
Pens. The Moderation of | | 
' our Church (which ought to | 
be eſteem'd her Glory) inre- | 
ceding no farther from the | 
Church of Rome, than ſhe has | 
receded from Primitive Chri- # 
ſtianity,is objected as a Crime, | 
by the eager men of the ſe epa- 
ration. - : 
_ Our Firſt Revilmess were | 


Wiſe 


, 


! Thagypiſtle Dedicatory. 
{ Wiſe men, and (Thanks be 

' | to God) fo are their Succeſ- 

{ ſors too. Their Wiſdom in 

| the. firſt compiling , and late 

| Review of our Liturgy, has 

direted them to keep the mean 

between the T wo Extreams, of 

too much ſtiſſneſs in refuſong, 
and too much eaſneſs in admit- 

ting variations. go by the 
good Providence of God, 
have we been deliverd from 
the ſuperſtitions of the Romiſh 
Church; and ſo have we been 

| preſerved from a ſuperſtitious 

| avoiding — SALA 8 

| As the Kingdom of Eng- 

land is famous. for being the 
Balance of Emrope; fo is the _ 
- Aa Church 
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being thereto embolden'd, 
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mre of England, tor being, 
by a. regular Reformation, 


well fix'd in a due diſtance 


between the ſuperſtitions addi- 


tions of the Church of Rome, | 


where Spremacy, Infallibility, 
and the Inquiſztion compel 
men to ſwallow Camels, and 
the ſuperſtitions Abſtinences of 
thoſe who ſtrain at Gnats, 
and either will not LInder- 


ſtand rhe notion of a thing - 


Indifferent, or will not rightly 
infer from it, _ DOE 

To evince this, is the De- 
ſign of the following Trac, 
which in all humility I offer 
to your Lordſhips Patronage, 


by 


| by the Peering 1 have- 
| had -of your Lordſbips Can- 
dor and Favour, which by. 
! how much the leſs I have me- 
| rited, I ought the more tO ac- 
| knowledge, 
| God. Almighty preſerve 
| your Lordſhip to a long Pre- 
lf Gleney in this Church : and 
? Twag the joint -labours and 
| cares of the Right Reverend 
' | my Lords the Biſhops, to ſuch 
an happy Repair of our 
| Breaches; that neither the 
| Wild-Boar , nor the Foxes, 
| may ſpoil our Vineyard : 
| to be ſuch a defence upon 


the Glory of this Church, that 
neicls 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. : 
neither the Romaniſt nor. Se- | 


I 


paratift , may ſtain or darken | 
it. 90 praycth, ; 


Tour Lordſhips 
in all Humility 
and Obedience, 


ER - FORE I IT, I ey ON 
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SECTION I. 


"THE Occafim of this Diſcourſe. 
| The Church of England 
_ Charg'd with Superſtition. In the 
times of Queen Elizabeth , King 
James. T he reproach reſtram'd by a 
Canon, to 10 purpoſe. 'T he Jealouſy en- 
creas'd m the beginning of Charles I. 
and in' the time of the Covenant. The 


deſign of this Diſcourſe. Ps 
SECT. Il. 


The uſe of the word fiſt inquir d to * 
T hen the nature of the thing. How 


Greek Authours uſe Aconduupgyic. 
Smith's 


- 5 ths ; 


The Contents. 


Smith's ſeleft Diſcourſe. Plutarch. 

Max. 'Tyrins. Antoninus. D* 
Hammond's 'Tra#t of Superſtition 
conſider d. What Latin Authors mean 
by Superſtitio. Tully oppoſes it to 
Religion. LaCtantius not agreemg 
with him inthe reaſon of the word. P.11 


SSQS 1. oC 


Other Etymologies. Superſtitio quaſi 
ſuper ſtarurum. Lucretius huffs at 
all [Religion as ſuper ſtans. Nigidius 
Figulus account of the word. Seneca, 
Tacitus,Suetonius, Pliny take it in 
a bad fenſe, ſo. Feſtus and. St. Paul. 
S reel differs not. who comprehends 
many particulars ander this General, 
_ according to whom many ſuperſtitious 
obſervations obtain fill in the World, 
Three Defmitions of ſuperſtition aut 
of Aquinas. Zanchy, Ames to 
the fame: prrpoſe. Religion, 'True 
Worſhip; a falſe worſhip. 


P.18 


SECT. 
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The Contents. 


SECT. IV. 


| The Nature of the thing conſider 'd in ſex 

| veral Propoſitions. Firſt, Superſtiti- 
on is firlt in the Opinion, then in 

/ the practice. To which agree Mor- 
! ton, Hooker, Falkener. T he ſame 
| pratlice ſuperſtitious or not, 4s the Opi- 
non ts by which it ts guided. T bis the 
Foundation of what folloms. ®*p. 2.8 


SECT: VY. 


| Second Propoſ. The DoEtrines upon 
| which the Conformity of the 
Church of England is eſtabliſhed, are 
not ſuperſtitious Opinions. Thoſe 
DoEtrines are as follows. Furſt, All 
Circumſtances relating to- the 
worſhip of God, are not particu- 
| larly Fanny din-H Scripture. 
Rb Or <. gainſays, but it is manifeſtly 
* true. Our Adverſaries acknowledge and 


build upon it. P- 34 
| SECT. 


'The Contents, 
SECT." VL 
Secondly, Some things (notwithſtand- 


ing Scripture determinations). do | 
{till remain Indifferent in their na- 
cure. T his denied by Bradſhaw and | 
Brook : Bradſhaw chang'd-his mind, | 
but his followers propagate his firſt Opi- | 
mon. A groſs miſtake. A Thing In- | 
diffrent not 'a mean between. Good | 
and evil, but between Commanded | 
and forbidden. P. 40 | 


SECT. VIL 


Brooks mtion, Optimum eſt eligen- | 
dum, not. always true.. Tn divers ca- | 
ſes no Belt. any diſhes at a feaſt. | 

/ Many Inns m a Town. Many Shops in 
 @ City. He that ſtays till be know 

' mhich is Beſt, will mmany caſes never 
determine, becauſe be hath nothing to 
determine him but bs own.choice. 'T he | 
Ceremo- | 


The Contents. 
Ceremonies of our Religion not altoges 
ther ſo Indifferent, but in ſpecie nei- 
ther Commanded nor forbidden. p. 45 


o | SECT. VII. 


: Thirdly, The Church may make De- 
| terminations in things Indifferenc. 
Scrupled by Brooke, whoſe Diſcourſe 
of Epilcopacy is agam examin'd. 
The weakneſs and Unworthineſs of it 
detefted. Denied alſo by others, Mo- 
deft Diſcourſe, exc. and Bagſhaw, 


but upon inſufficient grounds. p. 55 
SECT. I&.. 


| This acknowledged by the Presbyterians 
| in thei Directory, Confeſſion of 
Faith. Other Authors that have writ- 
of ten ſce. Acknowledged alſo by the 
{1 Independents in their - Confeſſion of 
of Faith, 1658. p. 66 
'e : |; hy EF C s 2 


The Contents. 


SECT.. XK. 


Fourthly, Where the Goyernours of | l7 
che Church have power to deter- | 
mine, they ought to be obeyd. |: 
Zanchy and Calvin on our fide { 
When Zanchy would not have theſe | 
things impos d, yet he would have them 
yielded to (if imposd) rather than any | 
man ſhould quit bis Mnuſtry. p. 7 1 | 


SE C.T. XI. 


Calvin of the ſame mind. Much for a| 1 
ſtated Liturgy and Ceremonies, which | 
though he would have few, yet thoſe be | 
fmds fault with, do not now obtain m| 
our Church. What he did not like, he | 
would have born with. As the Sur- 
plice in Biſhop Hoopers caſe, and | 
Unleaven'd Bread at Geneva. P- 80 


SECT. | 


SEC T. XV. 


of | Beſides theſe M. Durell cites about 40. 
r- Foyeigners all of the ſame Judgment. 
d.: As were alſoour (ountreymen, © T.C. 
 Humfrey Rainolds , - Knewſtubs, 
others. And of late M* Baxter. Theſe 
m | | Teſtimonies concluded with St. Am- 
7y |  brole, and St. Auſtin's determina- 
0; "AD P: 87 


SECT. XIII 


Q. 
CO AR PARIS RAIN, a 


al F  Fiebly Ic 1s lawfhl for the Church to 
þ! appoint ſignificant Ceremonies: 
ee! This demed by N. CS. How they dif- 

"18 fer from Sacraments. The Presbyte- 
ef rians require itting at the Lords Sups 


' per becauſe ſignificant. Their pretence 


of the Example of Chriſt not ſufficient. 
o| Becauſe, P-93 
gh pe g E C 'To 


The Contents. 
\ SECT. XIV. 


Fat That Example does no more ablicel 1 
in this, than in other Circumſtances of | 
Time and place, unleſs in the ſignifh-7 
Ccancy of it, which then is as wa ſu-}| 
perſlitious as. our kneeling. For ſe- | 
condly, _—_ have not Example for the | 
fame manner of ſitting. Thirdly, Not | 
certam whether they | $. Example for | 
any manner of ſitting at all. p. x00} 


SECT. XV. 


They uſe another ſignificant Ceremony i in | 
the Covenant and conſent they require of | 
people whereby they ſhould own their Ma- | 
miſter. Woxceſterſhire Agreement | 
gives account of it. Diſtin&tion be- | 
Te Diſc cipline and Warſhip will not 


help them. =. -:Þ» 20s 


SECT: 


The Contents. 


SECT. XVI. 

2 } pon theſe Grounds the Church of Eng- 
of ” * land not ſuperſtitious, wnleſsthe num- 
i} ber of Ceremonies be too great. Which 
| hath been complam'd of without Cauſe, 
| and ſome of them acknowledge in our 
hel favour. A Digreſſion about the num- 
ot ber of Ceremonies. © Or unleſs our Rites 
OY be requird as ſomewhat more than In-* 
Oo! different. In which the Prefaces to 
our Liturgy comdicate u5. p. 1x2 


SE CT. XVI. 


of | Two Objeftions. 1. Ceremonies impos'd as 
'= Indifferent are'not ſo. ' So they were 
, "once believd. But now ſome N. C*. . 
"*| ' think not ſoof them. Anſwer. Where 
ad no Law, no Tranſgreſſion. Not forbid 
| in the ſecond Command, nor elſewhere. 
| = The Surplice, and Kneeling, and the 
*| Croſs particularly conſider d. p. 123 

| $3 SE Ch 
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SECT. XVII 

2 Pbj. Though, in Nature Iudifferent, yet IT} 
ſome Accidents may render, it ſmjul ta © 

impoſe or prattife . them. . They are | 
thought: by, Bagſhaw to, be laid | as | 

ſnares:for tender Conſciences. If ſo, it 1 
would be Tyranny rather than ſuperſti- | 
tion. But it blaſphemes Dignities fo to \. 
think. 'The Accidents confider'd : Be- © 
cauſe they are offenſive : becauſe they | 
come from Papiſts. 'The law of not | 
giving offence does not diſoblige the ſubs | 
ject from obedience im things n theme | 
| ſelves lawful. Nor does it diſable the | 
A Magiſtrate from making laws m things 
Mp Indiffterent. The. abuſe. of Popery 
ſignified nothing. to TT. C. i his own 
caſe. 'The ſecond General Propoſition \ 
roncluded. Vs, Þ-132 þ 
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The Contents. 


|$ECT-AIK. 


et {Third Propoſition. The Opinions that 
ta are ſuperſtitious are reje&ted by 
'e | | the Church-of England. Divers 
5 | Dbjethions againſt Popery beſides ſu- 

t | perſtition.,,. but that naw to be conſi- 
der d. They are ſuperſtitious. Firſt, 
\. .1n making. their Ceremonies neceſſary 
* parts of Gods worſhip. Pius IV. Creed 
impos d upon all Biſhops, makes all the | 
Dotrines of Trent neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion. They equal Traditions to the 
written word, and ſo introduce falſe 
Dofrines. They teach for Doftrines 
the Commands of men , and. ſo are (u- 
perſtitious. "P. 144 


SE CT, XX. 


f econdly, They aſcribe an efficacious ſan- 
4 @lity totheir (eremonies. They worſhip 

 the(roſ with Latra, and affirmthat 
b By a 3 | it 


The Contents. i 
it ſcares away. the Deyil, drives away | ; 
diſeaſes, and ſanttifies the things on | 
which it is made. This is ſuperſiicion | 
to expett effefts as by divine Inſtituti- | 7 
on, which we have no warrant to ex- | 
peZE. Eſtius endeavours to ſalve the L 
matter, but not to ſatisfaftion. 'T hey\ 
teach that the Sacraments confer Grace: 
'Ex opere Operato, and that is ſu-J 
perſtirious. Bellarmines diftm&on} 
between opus operatum, and ope-} 
rantis, to their prejudice. P- 1548 


hey 
FS. 
Pry 
6 
I . . PF 


'T| virdl , Their Do&trine of Merit is Al : 
perſtitious. Bellarmine aferibes; 
Merit and ſatisfaftion to good Works.) 
His famous acknowledoment to thel 
contrary, We own a neceſſ ity of good 
works, but exclude Merit. Whatevers 
elſe is any where done upon a Relivious 
account, farther than Religion ought to ta, 
be concernd, is ſuperſtitions. T hd 
Churcls 


The Contents. 
Church of England' not guilty in” 


1 ; any of theſe Caſes. P- 163 
q ? 
1 SECT. XXII 


| | The Fourth Propoſition. There are ſu- 

| perſtitious Omiſſions of which 
men may be guilty, when they 
ſeem greatly to abhor ſuperſtition. 
A Negative Superſtition. A ſuper- 
ſticious fearfulnels of which Zard 
Bacon and St. Auſtin complain. Such 
was that of the Jews who would not 
defend themſelves on the Sabbath day. 
Of the Souldiers in Sterigrade. The 
N. C. have reaſon to examine whether 
! ' their Abſtinence be not ſuch. To ab- 
Lo ſta from that which is lawful, as be- 
hel lieving it Unlawful, this undue opinion 
ol of Relirious Matters is ſuperſtirious. 
vers The Concluſion. P. 171 


E R- 


ERRATA. 


Aet 95. line 9. for where inſignificant, read whereifi þ 
ſignificant, p. 149. l. 13. for reſt r. reſts; the leſſer } 
faults are left to the ingenuity of the Reader to corrett or Þ 
pardon. | ; 


WW Is 
"Here is lately publiſhed the} 
RN feventh Edition. of a Body} 
of Divinity, &c. By the moſt Re-} 
verend Father in God, James Uſher} 
late Arch-Biſhop of . Armagh, to 
which is added his Life , containing| 
many remarkable paſlages never be- 
fore Extant. Sold by Jonathan Robin-\ 
fon, at the Golden-Lyonin St. Paul's” 
Church-Vard. _ 
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ji Mi : 
DISCOURSE 
Superltiti 

| | With reſpect to the 4 . 


| PrxesEnT Tings, &c: 


PE 


on 


HE prejudices and diſaffe&ti- Sett, 1. 
| ons which have a xenated vo 
any from the; Commumion of the 
burch of England, owe thetnſelves 
o no Original more, than to an 
[Opinion taken up, that ſome Uſages 
our Church are Superſtitions ; An 
Opinion ſxongly concluded , but 

pon weak grounds, and by a Pro- 
cels very illogical. For when the. 
B Adver-. 


2 A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 


Adverlaries of our Order and Peace, | 
have amply repreſented, how jea-|j þ 
lous God is of his Honour, how ſe-| 
verelyhe hath threatned the breach-| 
es of the ſecond Commandment, * 
and how ſorely he. hath puniſhed| 8 
the Idolatry of the Jews; in the ap-| 9 
piearion. of= theſe things to our} 
es, Superſtition and Tdolatry aref 
repay fo d, as equally forbia-l 
den in Commandment , and} I; 
without more proof the Church of 
England is ſuppoſed guilty of Super-| 
ſtition, and good people are exhor-} * 
ON come. out. of her, upon pain}. 
aking of thoſe, Plagues whichy 
ave reaſon.to. fear. 
the times of, Queen. Blizat 


$SD4J 7% 


" From-th 
beth doyn; to our days,. Superſtition 
etfefic. Fooker acknowledges and reſents it} ” 
$e So 4+ Soi it is judged our Prayers, Our -JAacra {7 
ments, Our -Faſts, our times and. places off ;x 
0k meeting Paget ou the Worſhip. 


ans 


| The Church of Engl. indicated, 8c. i 


Bund Service of God, our Marriages, our: . 
"8 Burials; our Finffimns Elections , and 
"# Ordinations Ecclefi aftical, almoſt whats g 
: | ſoever we do in the exerciſe of our Reli* 
j gion, according to Laws for that purpoſe 
| eſtabliſhed, all things are ſome way or 
other thought faulty, , all things Fung 


J-| 


al with Superſtition. 
\ 3 One of the Treatiſes chat were 


4 ſent abroad-(as-it were'to give new 

I light to a new World) 1660. under 

che name of M* William Bradſhaw, 

{is abour things Indifferent, where he 

| thus fpeaks in the Marginal Notes. Fs Cog 
nl The Deftors of Oxford ask, what burt y 
"car a wiſe Man fee in a fypare Cap and A rere. 
Ml [-] urplice * ? Indeed there is no outward hurt 
Yor evil m it, but it muſt be conſidered, 
'' whether there be not any inward hurt 
{therem ; for if it can be proved, that by 
| them the Souls of many are poiſoned with 
ſuperſtitious conceits, then it is apparent 
that they have m ware hurt. in them. 
I This is {ths a ſuppoſition, bur it fol- 
" B 2 lows 


Indies &- 


+: 
Ibid. Notes 
on Chep. 8. 


- - A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 5 
lows dogmatically, The Ceremonies || | 
im Controverſy have been and are, the .ſpe- | 
cial means and occaſion of the Schi iſm f L 
many Flundred Browniſts, of much Su- 
perſtition in many T houſand Ignorant | t 
Proteſtants, and of Confirmation of many | | 
Infmites of wilful Papiſts in their Idola-| 
try. He concludes the Treatiſe thus : | r 
T he Ceremonies in Controverſy are either} 2 
excellent parts of our Religion (which| p 
he not yielding muſt believe the} t; 
other part of 3 Disjun&tion) or no-} of 
torious parts of Superſtition. a 

This is the dirt that was caſt up-} p 


_ onthe Church of England, in the be-} c: 


Canon 6. 


ginning of King James his Reign,} te 
that he might be out of love withj ce 
her. A reproach of which the Con-| þ 
vocation of 1603. was fo ſenſible} 
(for though that Treatiſe came firſt] 


out, a little after the Convocation, 


yet the ſuſpicion 1 was rife before}} ca 


that they paſs this Canon among} 


others : Whoſeever ſhall bereafter Ll x 


The Church of Engl. Vindicated, &c. 
* firm, the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
7 Church of England, by Law eſta: 
{8 bliſhed,are wicket ' Antichriſtian or SUPer- 
- * ſtrrious, Cc. Let. him be Excommunica# 
dF ted, &c.. "This Canon did not re- 
| rain the petulancy of Cenſorious 

| men, for belides Mr. Bradſhaws con- 

| lerce, in the defence that D* Burs 

r# oes makes for Biſhop Morton ,. it ap- 
bl x pears , -that the N. C#® of thoſe 
e} times did thius argue. The Ceremonies 
2-} of the Church of England have been 
and ſtill are abuſed to Tlatry and Su- 
)-j peritition by the Papiſts. And that we 
e-) cannot be thought ſmcerely to have repen- 
| ted of that Tdolatry and Superſtition, ex- 
| cept we caſt away With deteſtation all the 
| Inſtruments of it. Once more, they 


| made of our - Croſs, not only by the Pa- 
| piſts, but by our, own Canons and Canoni- 
ell cal Im ers of it." | 

1h. - "Thele Tealouſies did bur fly in 

f the. .dark 'during King: James his 


B 3 Reign, 


lay, That a ſuperſtitions conſtruction 1s I 


Burges 4+ 
ſwerRejoine 
ed Chap.4- 
$. I 


Id. ib. $.4- 


Id. ib. & - | 


# 


Raſter ture : The Parkament, . Amo 1628," 
iſto 


ons, complains of idolatry and Superſt bs. 


P- 526 


1d. 1b. p. 


Fot- 


.exprefles their fears concerning hmo4 


' Rouſe: makes a Speech concerning 


laid onthe old face of the Whore of 1 Baby | 
fb. 4 How the See of : Rome does eatj 


'to Which Covenais be "would have 'every| 


- A Diſcourſe of Superſtition,” ; 
Reign, but ſoon after Charles'the® { 
Firſt came to the Throne, he recei-| 
ved divers Complaints of this na- 1 


2 x 


tion as' foe of thole heinous and cry-} 
ing ſins, which were the undoubted. Cauſe 

of thoſe evils that were fallen upon tlenl 
The Remonſtrance which the Com 
mons of the lame Parliament made 
againſt the then. Duke of Buckingham, ; 


vation of Religion. Awhile after Mr. 1 


Religion, whereinhe deſires it may{ 
be confidered, what new paintings are 


. LY 
—— ei To. — Fwy 


into our Religion, und fret into the hanks 
and walls of t: for'a xernedy of which [*; 
he propounds-the expedient .of al 
Covenant, to hold faſt God and Religion 


man ſay Amen. Shs man-decsnot 
(9 


* TheChurch of Engl. Vmdicated, &C, hb 
e&@ (it is'true) ſpeak of Superſtition, "bur 
HY he is underſtood to mean ir,by and- 
Ll ther Orator of the ſame Houſe (Mr. 
0 Pym) who complains that the Lay tb. p.647: 
Fo | Was violated in brin ng mn ſiiperſtiri- 
bs © ous Ceremonies. After whom, ano- 
J cher in the ſame Seſſion (Sir John 
ml El att) apprehends a fear of Tome p64 
NY Biſhops then in place , that if they 
| ſhould be in their power , » they | 
my. | might be in danger of having Reli- 
04 | gion overthrown, becaule ſome wa; them 
Ir] were Maſters of Ceremonies, and laboured 
187. to introduce newCeremonits mto theC, hurch. 
of ; Aﬀer thoſe eager Debates, un 
4 motion for a Covenant Nlept for Tom 
”; years, bur was renewed again. in 3 
a the Unhapp Times. of the Fatal © 
yl Parlamenit. fo. the times when. it 
hy { was 2 great part of the Impeach- 
4 ment againſt the Great Arch- -Biſhop 
Mm of Canterbury y, thathe had traiterouſly —_ 
TY endeavoured to alter and ſubvert Gods 7.10, 


Of true Religion by law eſtabliſhed in this 
B 4 Realm, 


. A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
Ream, and inſtead thereof to ſet up PoY 


. pith ſuperſtition and Tdolatry , andfc 


| Chap. 10. 


to as to extirpate Superſtition. 


that he traiterouſly endeavoured to recon Ic 


cile the Church of Eng land with thilx 


Church of Rome. in theſe times kc 
was that Mr. Rouſe's motion ripen'd{t 
up to a Solemn League and Covenant | 
wherein they obliged themſelves tal ii 
endeavour the Extirpation of Pope C 
Ty, Prelacy, and Superſtition. By a 


which words the Covenanters (a t 
ſome of them have fince declar'd}l 


" believe themſelves obliged againſt 


Conformity ; ; for, this reaſon they 
give in a Book they call a Sober and] 1 


Temperate Diſcourſe concerning the Inter t 


eſt of words m Prayer, 8c. in which t 


: the Title of one of their Chapters 


E 
is : The Miuſters Third Reaſon, vizy r 
why they do.not meddle with the Common þ 
Prayer (as are the words of the! { 
Chapter) #5, becauſe they have ſworn to, þ 


endeavour 4a reformation im Worſhip, and} 


Nothing 


T he Church of Engl. Vindicated,&c. 
Nothing now can be more eyi- 
nd {denr, than that both of old, and in 
onfJour times Superſtition is objected to 
thus. It does not come in my way to 
S i! *condemn, nor do I take upon me 
N 4 'ro juſtify the practiſes of all particu- 
mt lar perſons ; I concern my ſelf only 
tain the legal Eſtabliſhments of our 
jel | Church, and they would little need 
By a vindication , if men would take 
(asl the pains to enquire into the nature 


di of Superſtition ; for they would ſoon 


"FM 
x. 
'W 
os 


-y/ would defend themſelves from this 
m4 (uſpicion. But it is our Unhappinelſs 
er4 that we have to deal with men who 
cly rake things upon truſt, whore not 
rs eaſily undeceived, becauſe they will 
izy maintain a Concluſion, before they 
ol have examined the premiſes : ob- 
he! ſerving Superſtition to be a word that 
th; 11ignifies ſomewhat bad, they con- 
nj demn us without a Tryal, _- be- 
| fore they know what it means, 


Ic concla | 


Y find the Innocence of our Rites 


9 


10 CA Diſcourſe of Superſtition, ©} 
conclude us guilty of Superſtition} 
 T have waited ſome while in ex4 \ 

. peRation , that ſome abler Penj® 
would engage in this Argument! 

bur not finding that oflate days, the: 

Nature of Superſtition has been parti. © 

cularly and fully diſcovered or dey * 

ſcribed, I have now undertaken the) i 
task, in which becauſe 1 defire to be © 
underſtood , I labour for no other © 
ornament of ſtile than perſpicuity 4 
And without farther Preface I pro# © 
ceed to enquire, what is this Super 2 

ſition with which the Church of Eng# 
land is ſo much upbraided. Il 

There is no Precept in, the Holy) / 
Scripture that forbids Superſtition bys 
thatname, nor doesany ſacred Aus 
thor mention it , except St. Luk 
in two places to be conſidered in} 
due time, when I examine how the* 
word is uſed in other Authors ; Fo 
by this Method, I conceive, I ſhall 
beſt accompliſh my delign, it 


Firſt : | 


He: 


T2 Ms ELIE aro - I ? L 


The Church of Engl. Vindicated,&&c. vs 

mil - Firſt, Tenquireihito the ule of the 

x4 Word. And ſecondly, into the na- 

ens rure of 'the thing ſignified by ach 2 
it* Word. 

he. 1. Actorfuapgvic bywhichtheGreeks Sect. 2, 
ti. \expre(F'd that which we now com- 

ez monly-call Superſtition) fi ignifies moft 

hd literally a ſervice” perfortn'd tb Gpd 

bet 'or to a Dxmon, rather our of fear 

er than love; An *over-timerous and 

dreadful apprehenfion of the Deity, as 

0) the learned Smith, who at6calls it © =_ Fs 

WF compound of Fear and Flutery ; fach _y 

; * an apprebenfion of God 1 in the thoughts of © 

| men, as renders him grievous and 'burden- 

I ſome to them. Birt however this may 

5 bethe p primary ſenſe:of the word, 

us yer that it hath been transfer” d 


{4 to ſignifie more largely, is evident 
id ! fromGreek Authors, Mharch; in his 


4 Tradt , Tie; tnaduggiz, conſtantly 
| difedurſes of it, aSof an extream to 
/ Religion, ro which he oppoſes A- 


| thei as the other extream ; T = 
Re (Ss; 


- *A Doſcourſe of Superſtition, 
he begins, Tis mes S:0v ,apabias vi 
ovolas £5 aps Sa pucions & T a 0eomme,m. 

G7 Sundries s LL TETOLNNGY Ignorance off flo 
God fromthe beginning hath run in Two. mw 
Channels, one way to Atheiſm, and the 
other way” to Superſtition. And after. 
he had in many like expreſſions, op#: 
poſed them to one another he con-Jcl 
cludes : "Exior @eunovTes 7 OUTOLLUgVIEY + HY 


amrinduoy &s oVeommma, \ap mores C ow prog. je 


xequiymy 7 CvoiBacy* Some bave run ſo far” 
from Superſtition, till they have over 
ot themſelves into. Atheiſm , having te 
neglefed Religion Which is the mean bes\ 

tween both... "7 
Diſmrat. Maximus Tyrius as plainly oppoſes}} a 
” the Religious, and Ouperſtitious man. 5 
| & cuar(Ins PING Vrg, 9, 3 Sionduimwy gil 7 


as 9s, Ke. A Religious man is the 


Friend of God, A fone lcians man is all 
Flatterer of God. = 


- a Antonmus gives this Charadter offf k 


himſelf, He Was. Ocoor(Fns KC Sion-® s ; 
Rrupgrias, Religious without Super ltion : 
"nl 


* The Church of Engl. Vindicated, &c. 17 
2 The Incomparable D* Hammond 
>»mJoes (I know): purſue the Erymo- 
ogy and Original Notion of ord 
P0ric, in the former part of his lictle 
heTract of Superitition ; where he gives 

er ſeveral Interpretations of Aziagres, 

Zxnd afterwards gives theſe ſenſes of 

the Compound word. 

wHF 1. It ts takenin general for Religion 


* £9 


TW" or Worſhippng God. | 

ar; 2. For the Worſhip of deifyd dead 
r-8 men,and Angels which the Feathens took 
i to be True Gods. | 

* 23. For any part of Divine Worſhip 
 # which for fear of vengeance from God, 
SH any Wor ſhipper perform'd to him. = 

1.) 4. For a trembling fear of Gods pu 
5 niſhment due for every ſm. 

" 5. For the uſe of Magical Spells. From 
a} whence he concludes the Modern 
* uſeof the word improper; but whe- 
ff] ther proper or improper , becauſe 
| it is uſe that gives the rule for our 
manner of ſpeaking, therefore thar 
ef I 34 ruſt 


+ 
Ft: 


14 A Diſcourſe of SuperSlition, 
muſt be' conſidered : And that the! 
word. is uſed for formewhat undue in 
the worſhip of God, he himſelf ac” 
knowledges in theſe words. That” 
Which men ſee thoſe of another perſwaſions 
'do, Which they like not, or think them not © 
bound to, they call it ſtraight their Super-®* 
ſtition. wx [7ct2", 
And thatthus Authors havemade®: 

uſe of this word, will more appeary' 
by conſidering the Latin word, Su#* 
perſtitio; Concerning whoſe ErymoY, 
logy all Criticks are not agreed# 

 Twllydiſcourles at large both of theit.. 
name-and thing ; and he is the firſt 
among the Latin Authors now ex4 

tant; for fo far as I can find, that ſc 
rranſlates the Greek Word : for if 
Nigidins Figulus (of whom by-and byj 
out of A. Gellius) were before him,# 
yet I ſuppoſe he hath no entire Vo-# 
lume-now extant. I therefore take} 
fome particular notice of what Tully 
fays in- this Matter. When he had 
ES I%M given 


| The Church of Engl. Vindicated, &c: ES 
piven ſome natural Account of the 


Malticude. of Gods: that were ſo 
ich talkt of in thoſe Ages, and of 
the Snperſtitions that took riſe-from. 
| Ihe Fables. of: the Poets concerning 
hem., he proceeds to diſtinguiſh 
berween. Religion and Superſtition, int 


Cicero dd 
zemorable- words. Cultus Deorum _—_— 


lol cf &/t Optimus-idemg; caſti offrmus atg; ſanthiſ- o orum lib, 
ſous, þ leni{fh muſe; pretatis.,, us eos ſem- © 
wer _ integra corrupt: &+ mente 0" 

Fvoce cUeneremur. Non enimphiloſophi- ſo> 
Hum, verum etiam Majores noſtriSuper- 
F itionem 4: Religione ſeparavernnt. 
aENam qui totos dies precabantur & immos 

Yiibant, ut ſui libers. (ibs ſugoſſie eſſent, 

4 ISupertlitiol ſunt appellati, quod nomen 
FF. vatuit poſtea latius. Ou autem ona. que 
Lad Deorum cultum pertmerent, diligenter 
vertrattarent-&* tanquam relegerent Nuns 
5 dit; Religioſ1, &c. Ita: fattum eft mn 

: { Superſtitiolo & Religiolo , alterum 
© viti-Nomen, alterumlaudis. The beſt, 


1H 
N 


of} 
ra 4 O 


ark 


DJ 


| and pureſt, and-moſt holywor ſhip that we: 


can 


Id. thid. 
I, 


16 


* it was not only peculiar to ' fre ci 


_ that inthe ſetled uſe of theſe words, Su- 


_ "RX" "TIM o 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
can give to God, is to ſerve him with a e 
pure and uncorrupt beart and voice. For þ 


but our Forefathers alſo made a differencel 
between Religion and Superſtition, for # 
they who prayed all day long and offer di 
Sacrifice that their Children might ſuryive 
them, were called Superſtitious ;- A 
word what afterwards was extended to a 
larger ſtgnification : But Religious men 
had their name from their diligence and} 
care m reviewing What pertamed to Di- 
Vine Worſhip. And hence it came to paſs, 


a 


Q == 4 Ry © 


perſtition was counted a Crime, Reli-f 
gion a praiſe-worthy thing. Accordingſ 
to which diſtin&tion he had ſaid} 
before : $S uperſtitione facile eſt liberare,| 
cum ſuſtuleris omnem vim Deorum : niſl 
forte Diagoram aut Theodorum qui 
onmino Deos eſſe negabant, cenſes Super-p 
ſtirioſos eſſe potuiſſe. Horum enim ſen} 
tentice non modo Superſtitionem tollunt 
m qua eſt Timor inanis Deorum , ſed 
etiam 


wan Wl Uto(l 1., Ew 


etiam Religionem que Deorum cults 
pio continetur. It is an eaſy matter to ſe- 
cure men from Superſtition, if you will 


8 make them Atheilts; Wnleſs your think 


1 uch Atheiſts as Diagoras and Theo- 
7 dorus could be tainted With it, Whoſe 0- 


pinions did not only root out Superſtition, 
Thich contains m it a vain and needleſs 
fear of God, but true Religion too, which 
8 conſiſts in a right worſhip of the Deity. 
| The reaſons which this learned 


-| Heathen afligns of the names and 


difterences between Superſtition and 


1-j| Religion, Laftantins likes not , and 2 rs 
| therefore when he had derived Reli- cnt Cap: 


| gion a Religando ; of Superſtition he Y 
| ſpeaks thus : Superſtitioſt voruntur ii, 
| qui ſuperſtitum memoriam defunftorumco» 
lunt, aut qui parentibus ſuis ſuperſtitibus 


{ colebant Imagines eorum domi t 


& Deos penates. Nam qui novos ſibi ritus 
[3 aſſumebant , ut in Deorum -oicem mor 


tuos honorarent quos ex hommibus mn ces 


| han receptos putabant, hos Superltirioſos 


vocabant 5 


The Church of Engl. Vnditated, &e I F 


Awe qv 


+£L, 
$* 4 
s - 


þ ©: 


Meck. 3." 
" gies: of this word. Tfidore is-quotec 


They were counted Superſtitious Who 
did honour to the memory of the dead, or 
Who While their Parents were alive, wor 


they were eſteemed Religious, Who con 


' Who Were anciently reputed for Deities 
. Hence Virgil introduces Ewvander, : ex 
 cuſing bimſelf to Aneas , that the Hi 
"our be did to Hercules did not jerm 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 


evocabant ; eos Vero qui publicos & An-| 
tiquos .deos colerent, Religiolos nomina- 


bant, unde Virgiliu, 


7 and ſuperſtitio Veterumq; ignara | Dev 1 | 


FHIMhe 


ſhipped their Images as if they were Houſ: 
bold Gods : for, they Who took up any new 

Retes,in giving honour to dead men, whom 
they thought to be taken up to Heavin 
among the Gods, were ſo called ; Whereas 


: fined themſelves to the worſhip of thoſe 


the name of Superſtition. 
There want not other Ecymole 


{of 


The Church of Engl. Vindicated, 8c. ig 
for this , Superſtitio' quaſi ſuperſtatuta Peri 


Diſquif. 


obſervatio. An unſtatutable, unwarrant- Magic lib; 


able obſervation. - Ala dicunt 4 | ſenibus, © ths 
quia mAltis annis Juperſtites per etatem 


delirant 3 then 1s introduced Lucre- 


tins, qui ; ſuperſtitionem dicit ſuperſtantmum 
'rerum, te. celeſtium que ſuper nos ſtant, 
for which theſe Verſes are quoted 
Where he huffs at all Religion. 


Humana ante Oci los fade cum wita jaceret, 
- In ter ris oppreſſa oravi ſub Rellipione, 

Cue caput e Cel: reziombus oftendebat, 

Horribils ſuper aſpeftu mortals inſtans. 


{So not only Delrio, but Turnebus al- Adverar- 


lib. 10 
{o reads that 385-4 which others Cap. 24: 


read thus, 


 Horribill aero morealibus in= 
ſans.) 


cdnding to ideverkie, all Religion, 
* becauſe it concerns it ſelf in chings : 


above us, (with which that Atheiſt 


thought we had nothing to do) de- | 


© 2 ſerves 


20 A Diſcoutſe of Superſtition, 

ſerves the name of Superſtition. 

Whatever the firſt Reaſon of this 
appellation might be, thus much is 
certain, that in ordinary uſe, it {1g-# 
nified ſomewhat undue in Divine 
Worſhip; and of this Tully was a 
ware, when he made the acknow 
tedgment, of which Lafantius for 
got to take notice. Quod Nomen pas 
tuit poſtea latius. Allo Nigidius Fi: 
gulus in his Comment upon the oldſi 


Verſe 3 


Religentem eſſe oportet » Religioſu | 


as. 


| 4: Gellii takes Religioſus ini an ill ſenſe as a 

tic: liv. 4: ONE With Superſtition. Religioſus is af 

P-* pellabatur qui nimia & ſuperſtitioſa Reli 
gone ſeſe alligaverat, eaq; res Tvitio af 
ſignabatur. He who was ſuperſtitious 
in bis Religion (which was counted | 
Crime)» 1as calgd a Religious man. 


Senee. E: Nig 
_ _ exprefles the Import " " 


__ cc r"z—c—k—__—qT Ec RR ETON 


of odor HT a> wot ox 


The Church of Engl. Vindicated, &c, 21 


| word well, according to the Greek : 
Superſtitio error inſanus eſt, amandos ti- 
met, quos colit rviolat , quid enim intereſs 
| utrum Deos neges an nfames ? Superſti- 
| tion is 4 wild kind of error , it « afraid 
E of him who ought to be loved , and diſ- 
honours him whom jt wor ſhips , for what 
difference is there whether you deny God 
or blaſpheme him ? In 2 former Epiſtle 
- || he diſcourles thus. Audiat quemadmo: 14 Epitt 
—_ 95. 

14 dum ſe gerere in ſacrificiis debeat, quam 
| procul refilire 4 muleſtis ſuperſtitioni- 

bus. Nunquam ſatis profe&tum erit, nift 
| qualem dehbet Deum mente conceperit. He 

who deſires to underſtand himſelf and his 
Religion , let him retire as far as he can 
from troubleſome ſuperſtitions. No man 

will proceed well in Religion , Wo hath 

not right repens of God, - 

In a like ſenſe dg other Latin Au- 
thors uſe the word, when they up 
braid Chriſtian Religion under thar 
name, as apprehending it a falſe Re- 
 ligion, Sp Tacitus when he ſpeaks of 

| C3 Nero's 


Z2 A Diſcour ſe of Superſtition, ; 
Nero's laying the blame of the burn-Bd 
ing of Rome upon the Chriſtians,callsÞa 

pt. i. their way Exitiabilis Superſtitio, Wy, pe+ 'R 
ſtilent Superſtition. Suetonins alſo: inflit 
Vir.Neron. the life: of the ſame Nero, calls the''s 
© iy Chriſtians, Genus hominum ſuperſtitionis| /] 
nove &: malefice. A fort of men of af 

new and miſchievous Superſtition. Andf a 

_ Pliny toTrajan, gives Chriſtian ReliÞa 
gion the ſame name - though with v 
ſomewhat a ſofter Epither. Superſti| fl 

L190 pr ava <7 mMmmodica, - An þnmaderate LT 

Super ſeutton. | NS 

_ - This isthenthe Account I parherſ n 

out of Heathen Authors , -moſtlyp d 
hitherto the ſenſe "they had-of af # 

Deity - perſwaded them not :6nlyl f. 

that he ought to-be'worſhipped, buf 4 

alſo that every kind of ſervice would 1 

not be- acceptable” to him.” The 

right worſhip of "God '(that-whichf 

they ſo"apprehended) they” calledſ 9 
Religion, "that which was me and od 


therefore unacceptable, : paſſed un < 
| derf © 


E 
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1 Fer the name of Superſtition. Eyen 
Isfas Feſtus did apply the name to the 
2: {Religion of the Jews, as eſteeming 
inflirnor the beſt way of worſhip. And 
1eSt. Paul more truly , did ſo reprove 
15) che Idolatry of Athens. - 
af When the World was better in- 
id firucted in the Notion of a Deity, 
i Land in the manner of worſhip that 
hl was due to him, we find the word 
# fill in uſe among ; Chriſtian Authors. 
te | Laftantins hath been offered already. 
' St. Auſtin comprehends Idolatry and, 
erf many other particular Cuſtoms un- 
lyp der this Term. Superſtitioſum -eft, 
af  quicquid inſlitutum eft ab hominibus all 
yl facienda & colenda Idola, pertinens vel © 
rf} ad colendam, ficut Deum, creaturam par= 
df t&mve alla Creature, boat ad: conſulta- 
ef} tiones FO, patta quedam ft renificationlim 


23- 


Aﬀs 2g. 
AQRs 17» 


De Dodcr1- 

na Chriſti- 

an lib. 2» 
Cap. 20» 


bÞ cum Demonibus placita atg; federata, | 


df qualia ſunt niolimina Magicarum artium, 
df -&c.- * Ex qo genere ſunt Hay uſpicum 
in & Augurum lbri, etiam onmes ligature 


-| ho Ca4 at; 


24 MA Diſcomſe of Superſtition, | 
atq; remedia que medicorum diſciplma cons 
demnat, ſive i precantationibus five in 
quibuſdam notis quas charatteres vocant. Kc 
Idolatry and conſulting with thefþ 
Devil, or any kind of Witchcraft :n 
The practices of Soothſayers, that 
would pretend to foretel future E-| 
yents by the flying of Birds or En-Wr 
trails of Beaſts : Thoſe Charms that 
are deſigned for the Cure of Diſea- 

| ſes, of which no natural or phyſical 
account can be given : Theſe andfſÞþ 
divers like Obſervations he taxes 
with Superſtition, = F 
And ſome of thoſe (or others like 
them) which St. Auſt there menti-þ 
ons, obtain {till in the World : viz; 
If Rats do any miſchief, to be afraid 
of that asan ill Omen of ſame death 
or diſaſter inthe Family : And ma-[D 
ny other as pnaccountable. If it rain 
or ſnow ſuch a day,, or be fair ſuch 
a day (as Candlemas , and Swithin,Þ#/ 
and others) then the furure part off 

the 


£1 
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Fhe year will be ſo or ſo. Theſe 


Dbſervations have upon this ac- 
QUNL been elteemed Superſtitions, 


becauſe they are taken to be an 
Indication of the pleaſure of God 


xs to future Events, whereas we 


have no aſſurance that they are a . 
Wuffcienc indication. And it may 
felerve enquiry, whether the Cu- 


om of praying God to bleſs per- 
ons when they ſneeze , were not 
vriginally ſuperſtitious. I determine 
ot in this caſe, becauſe ſneezing 
ath been ſometimes reckoned a 
Diſeaſe, and then praying for ſuch 
In one, is of the ſame import, with 
Praying for any one in danger: but 
| make the doubt, becauſe ſneezing 
ath been ſometimes reckoned an 
Dmen of good or bad luck, and 


St. Auſtin mentions this in the ſame 


place where he ſpeaks of Millia ina- 14. ibid. 


viſſunarum obſervationum, when a 'man 
does redire ad lefum ſi dum ſe calceat ſler- 


 nutaverib, 
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nutaverit. - If a man chance to ſneeze: . 
while be 1s putting on his ſhooes he muſthi 
to bed again. Theſe and a Thouſand 
ſuch obſervances as theſe, are deemW 
ed to have a relation toGod, when iſe 
cannot be proved, and are therefore 
judg'd ſuperſtitious , lo far as there hh 
ay Religion placed i in them. aL 

T proceed no/further in-examinſſes 
ing the uſe of the word, than to A 


*Phree Definitions of it, from Tire S; 
men. of ſeveral Ages, and ſever! ha 


ways and Opinions, but ſuch as dn 
all amount to one and the ſame pu \ £ 
bs Bn) : 
Secunda Aquinas gives It chus : Sqerfilſ / 
ſecundz 
qu-o2.Art. Eft Vitium Religion! oppoſitum fecunduge 
_ exceſſum, quo quis divinum exhibet culo 
tm coel cumnon debet , vel non- eo mot 0\ 
quo debet. And in the hext Article conf 
cludes. Mult# ſunt ſuperſtitionss ſpecies Re 
ut Tadebitus veri Det cultus, Tdololatri un 
Drvmationes &* varia obſervationum 
mera, PA IVC 


SEL Zan 
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- Zanchy to the ſame purpoſe. Ma-Tom- 


” eſtwin i ſuperſtitionem eſſe Religiont TY Gs 
dWppo/itam <7 per excoſſum.” *He adds; 
vBHnde-etim-fit ut" mnt fa rs fer 
18 wrſtiti appelletur. Hes | 

Aties alſo ſays this. "Superſtitio } Metal. 

144 Deb cultus indebitus exhibetur; and lib.2. Gap 

again, Superſtitio dicitur oxceſſur Re Rel © 
Heros: The ſum of .all-which is, as 
Arbeifn is a defect of Religion, {6 is 
ef Superſtition an exttitat on che erher 
pahd, an Exceſſive Religiouſneſs, when 

men'go beyond their bounds in Di- 
rfvine Worthip ; ſo'that all-falſe wor- -* © 
Pip goes aides the name- of 'Super- 
tfFition. A man may be: by 
fover:much', and} over-much-wile, 
io way: he alſo be, not too holy Or 
0'g00d, yer #60 religious, when he 
ceeds; and pradtiſes i in matters of 
Religion uporr Opinions' fall and 
unworthy of God,” 4c 
-'This hath" been"the FY uf che 
yore inpptoverh Authors'df divers 


_ Ages: 


— nth _ 
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Ages. It hath ſometimes been des 
termined to particular pra&tices, ay f 
Magick and Enchantments ; but 
upon a general reaſon, becaule theſe ſ 
are undue mixtures in Religion, for 


ſo both in Heathen and Chriſtian 
Authorsthis difference is commonly 
thi pris aſſigned between them. Religio ef o 
-veri Cults, fuperſtitio falſi, as Laftan 

tius hath it. When we worſhip Gad 

aright that is Religion, when by an 
undue additions we corrupt Re igion , 

inall thoſe things we are ſuperſtitious 
Seft. 4 2. The Enquiry into the Nature 
of the thing ſtillremains. Wherebyſſ 
does it appear, whether the worſhj ft 
we here,or othersellewhere perform. 
to God be regular and Religious , ol 
exceſſive & undue,and ſo ſuperſtitious! 

The Reſolution I give to this. que 

ftion, I form into theſe Propoſition 

' 1. Superſtition 15 firſt in the Opinion 
and thence influences upon the prafticly g. 
2. Fhe Doftrines upon Which the Conf .. 


n1 


ww 


formi 
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ormity of the Church of England is 
b eſt abliſhed,are not ſuperſtitious Opinions. 
3+ The Opinions that are indeed ſupers 
"& ftitious (ſuch 45 are divers that obtain 
8 in the Papacy and elſewhere) are rejeted 
= by the Church of England. 

4+ T here are ſuperſtitious Omiſſions, 
of Which men may be guilty, and that then, 

= hen they ſeem to have a great Zeal 
Bl againſt Superſtition, 

I. Juperſtition is firſt in the Opinion 
before it can have any influence upon the 
praftice. Pra&tices are unlawful, when 

TE they tranſgreſs the Commands by 

JN which they are obliged, bur ſuper- 

Th ftitiouſly unlawful they cannot be, 

"© unleſs they proceed from ſuch Opi- 

"F nions:Hence it comes to paſs, thatthe 

"F fame practicesare ſometimes ſuperſti- 

"F tious and ſometimes nor, according as 

"N mens Opinions are, by which 

"Nl are perſwaded to them. So is the dif- 

"Þ ference berween the Ch. of England; 

'F and of Reme,in the ule of the Croſs, in 
kneelmg 


þ O AD: iſcourſe if Superſti ition, 


kneeling-in the a&t of receiving, & 


as will afterwards appear.-T am os | 
alone in'thus ſfring the Notion off 


BiſhopDur- Super ftition. A ſuper flitious aft i5 that 


ham(Mor- 


ron)s-rmon Which 15 founded npon'a ſuperſtitions Ops 2 


nn ion. It wasnot meerly the Phari fees often 
Waſhing,but their Opinion of ſome eſpecial 
purgation thereby, *which Chriſt reprehen 
ded m them. Nor was it the having a 
Altar for which St. Paul reproved the 
Athenians, when h+-called-them - -ſuper 
ſtitions, but the opinion of honotring « 
* God'thereby they knew not Whom.” 

'To a like purpoſe, 'M Hooker 
xy Sper ftition 4 15 When thmos are abhorrei 
$-$-3* or obſerved, with a Svalous or fearful, by 

erroneous relation >" God. And" i 


words jult before: - Superſtition is 4 


Ways foin'd With' « Wrong - yh tonchin ; 


a5; dive. - 
"ConſGinably4 borh theſe ſay 
Falkener * 'hte learned Author, Al Super 


Libert. Ec- _ 
deſiſt B. F045, Or other "Jorfull- Fae ' of the El 


Cha 5* 7 p 
SeR.2.5. 7: "mails, "mubt - 'be founded in embracit 
thi 


«£5, 


pa ban Ft PAY AY os a 
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thoſe falſe appreberſions and corrupt Do- 
Ames Which-our Church rejechs, _ - 


Azoupgrie refers to the inward 
ſenſe and apprehenſion of our minds: 
or if it muſt be diſtinguiſhed be- 
eween the thoughts of the mind, and 
the paſſions of the Soul ; it is evi- 


dent, that fear ariſes from ſuch opi- 


nions and apprehenſions as admini- 


ter to it. Yea though ſuperMition be 


(as hath been ſaid) an exceſs of Re- 


ligion, and though this exceſs may 


diſcover it ſelf in the practices of 
men, yet the reaſon and that which 
occaſions this excels, is in the Opi- 
nion. ; vs 
Falſe Notions and apprehenſions 
of God, tempt men to try by undue 


- ways to pleaſe him. Men have a 


conceit, that ſuch ſervices are more 


vl grateful to him than they are: Or, 


"there is a ſuperFitious obſervation of 
' ſome Accidents , as Prognofticks of 
il Events, becauſe of an Opinion ta- 


ken 
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ken up, that God Almighty does by ® 
ſuch ſigns declare his pleaſure or dil-#F 

leaſlure. 2 
In all theſe Caſes, the Firſt Seat Fe 
of Superitition is 1n the Opinion, and” 
from thence it is derived into pra 
Ctice ; for did theſe falſe Opinion 
which thus miſleag men, ceaſe by a 
better information of the under 
ſtanding , the practices and obſer 
vances that depend on them would t 


( 
] 
t 
alſo ceaſe; or if they were continu « 
| 
r 
e 
0 


ed, they would be hypocritical, of 
vain, or any thing rather than ſuper 
Fitious. For Example : Ir is ſuper$t 
tious({ay we) to worſhip an Image,s 
to pray a Soul out of Purgatory, 
becaule they are falle and ſuperstitiou 
Opinions that induce men foto dc 
If it may be ſuppoſed that men wh 
opine right, who do not in theilff 
judgment yield more to an Imag' 

chan they ought, and who do no 
In truch believe Purgatory ; may /* 


” 
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I 
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| yer perform the ſame Ceremonies, 
Z and make the ſame prayers ; I ask 

| then, for what reaſon are theſe 
= things done ? If not for this reaſon, 
= becauſe men are of opinion that the 
.® Image deſerves it , that the dead 
= may be profited by their Deyoti- 
Z ons; then is ita vain and ridiculous 
K piece of Pageantry. Or if ſome po- 
| litick reaſon, and ſecular Intereſt 
E tempt men theſe ways ; what they 
# do may be excuſed from Superitition, 
} becauleit is not intended for the ho= 
& nour of God, and ſo is not perform- 
ed as a part of his Worſhip, bur it 18 
off otherwiſe faulty, becauſe by preten- 
© ces of Religion they advance their | 
Intereſt, and gam becomes their 


0 al 

loſfl GodlineſS. It in truth there be any 
4 Religious intendments in theſe per- 
«ll formances, then this is that which 


plainly renders them ſupertitious, be- 


120t 
Y cauſe they Originally proceed from 


all ſuperititions Opinions. 


ye D This 


34 


' deſign of the Uſages of the Church o 


perStitious , but as it proceeds fromſ 


vect. 5. 
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This I have firſt ſaid, becauſe up-t 


on this depends the Vindication | 


England. For, if what is done in Di-Þ 
vine Worſhip, be not otherwiſe ſu 


and is direfted by ſuperititious Opini{ 
ens; then if it can be evinc'd, th: 
we are not guided by any ſuch Opi 
nions, it will follow that our Rite 
and Ceremonies are void of ſuperiti 
tin. And this I truſt to make ap$ 
pear in what next follows. | 
2. The, Doftrmes upon Which thi 
Conformity of the Church of England it | 
eitabliſhed, are not ſuperititious Opinions 
Of which matter I give this AcF - 
count, which I ſhall take to be ſuff 
cient, till by an Enumeration « 
ſome other particulars, of which} ; 
am not aware , it be made appear . 
that there are ſome other Doctrine , 
that may be ſuſpe&ted of ſupertitio 
which the Church of England in juſtiff 


CAtio! 


2 IS 
I as 


'& cation of her Conformity is obliged 
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to maintain: —- 
1. All Circunitances relitmg to the 


f Warſhip and ſer Vice of God, are not pars 
'Þ ticularly determmed m the word of God. 


2. Therefore, notwithtanding the De- 


Þ terminations of the Holy Scripture, ſome 


things do remam Indifferent in their own 


Natures. 


2. The Governours of the Church 


"BE have power to make Determinations in 


things Indifferent. = | bo 
4. Therefore people are bound to obe y 


* their Governonrs in ſuch their Determin a= 


tions. 

5. It is not unlawful for Chiirch-Go= 
vernours to appoint ſome ſignificant Ceres 
monies. Thele are the foundations 
upon which we ſtand; upon which 
our Governours require , and upon 


VE. which we practiſe Conformity, and | 


none of thele are ſuperStitious Opini- 
ons. Wherefore in the application 
of theſe Generals to our Times and 

D 2 . fate 
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ſtare of things , we conclude, the | 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church 
of. England not being for their num: 
ber burdenſome (of which in duef 
time) are not in their nature and 
oy ſuperstitious. 

. He who judges all Circumstances 
la to the publick worſhip of God nat 
particular ly determined m the word of God, 
#5 not ſuperititious in that Opinion. ” Forſs 
this is ſo plainly and manifeſtly true 
that it is a ſhame for any man to deF , 
ny it. There hath been (I know}, 
an Axiome among Cartwrights DilciÞy j 

ples, That nothing ought to be eftabl iſh8 4 
ed im the Church , which us not comman# © 
ded. in the word of God. This theyffl > 
thought plainly warranted by the : 
manifeſt words of the law, about adÞ ;; 
ding to or diminiſhing from the word off , 


Eee, Pal God. Now (adds 'M Hooker ) theſ F 


men having aneye to a number of Rites anlf q, 


Or ters. in the Church of England, ſudlY ;, 
- as LINE Rmg m Farriage, he Goſs &cP 1; 
thought 3 
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| thought by the one only ſtroke of that 
Axiome to have cut them off. And T.C. \s 
quoted as arguing thus.  Jou Which ibs 2. 
| diſtinguiſh and ſay, that Matters of Faith 
"@ and neceſſary to ſalvation, may not be to- 
 lerated in the Church , unleſs they be ex- 
| preſly contained in the word of God, or 
manifeſtly gathered ; But the C eremonies, 
Order, Diſcipline , Government in the 
8 C bnth, may not be received againſt the 
© word of God, and conſequently may be re- 
HY ceived, if there be no word againſt them, 
N) although there be none for them : ou 1 ſay 
ci d; itinguiſhing in this ſort prove an evil 
th divider. | 
wg - To all which there needs no 
©) other Anſwer than what M* Hooker 
he gives. Let that which they do hereby 
: | intend, be granted them ; let it once ſtand 
as conſonant to reaſon, that becauſe we are 
, forbid to add to the Law of God any thing 
þ 07 to take ought from it, therefore we may 
d not for matters -of the Church make any 
CE law more than is already ſet down in Scri- th. s, 6 


D 2 pture ; 
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" prune ; who ſees nat what ſentence it ſha 
enforce us to give againſt all Churches uf 
the World, in as much as there is nat ons, 
but bath bad many things eſtabliſhed mn 
which though the Scripture dd never con® 
mand, yet S us to condenm-were raſhne{% 
He goes on to give the Example oli 
the Church of God in the time. d 
Qur Saviour inſtead of all others. # 
©" Ikchis ratiocination be weak,the 
who fuſpect it have great reaſon 
ſhew us: our of Scripture an exad; 
form of Church-Government ; Out 
iaſtead of doing ſo, they only argue 
thar ſo it muſt be, without dire&ting®] 
us. to the place where it. is. Ti 
which I. again oppoſe M* Hooker 

pak words. As for the marvellous diſcou 


2 ſes, whereby they adventure ta argue, th 
God muſt needs have done the things whid 
they imagine were to be dong : 1 muſt cot 
eſs Thave often wondred at their boldut| 
herein. When, the queſtion, is ,, wheths 
Cod bath delivered us in Scripture (i | 
2 oo * - $6oR 0 For ES. :; 7 +. 5 *F the 
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Mehr affirm be hath) a complett, pirtitiie 
lar, immutable form of Church-Pality, why 
"Brake they that other both preſumptuous and 
uber fluons labour, to prove he ſhould have 
done it : There bemg no way in this cafe 
fro prove the deed of God, fave only by 
producing that Evidence wherewith he 
Whath done it * But if there be no fach 
thing apparent upon record , they do as if 
one ſhould" demand a Legacy by force of 
Wome written Teſtament, wherein there be- 
Wing 10 ſuch thing ſpecified, he pleads that 
wa there it muſt be, and brings Arouments 
wel From the love” of the Teſtator , imagmmg 
= that theſe proofs will convict a Teſtament 
to have that in-it, which other men canno 
ery where by readino fd. | 
3 It will appear in- the proceſs of 
@ our arguing,that the very men who 
al would: infinuate ro the diſparage- 
 r?ent of our Rites, that Divine Wor- 
S {hip muſt have a Divine Warrant, 
a for Circutaſtances as well-as for ſub- 
4 Kance, have not themſelves been 
* D 4 guided 
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cruided by this Opinion, bur have ta-| 


wit a liberty in their Direftorian or 
Dictatorian way, which they have 


denied to others: And becaule.l} 
ſhall by and by bring them as wit- 
neſſes for us and againſt themſelves, 
l reſpit yet a little their farther Con- 


rRoogy in this matter. 
. Notwithſtanding the Detormingtl 
Os 6 the Holy Scripture, there.do ſtull re: 


main ſome things i in their own nature Indif- 
ferent ; and in this Opinion there is 


no 9 uperſtition. It might reaſonably 
be thought, that this: Propoſition is 
ſo evident , that no man who pre: 


rends to learning will deny it. Buff 
ſo itis, that the power of Church-i| 
Governours may. be _reduc'd in af 
manner to nothing, ſome there have 


been, who will not own any thing 
Tadifferent 3 in theſe matters. I meet 
with two who have maintain'd this 
Aflertion, and I preſume they are 


Fe Gans whom Biſhop S under ſon | 
Means, - 


BD #2 = Q. ©. nt 


Diegrmye =_ ——— = 


"Sup. 


1 Inferet, but either good or evil ; and 
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-E means, when he ſpeaks of ſome of $-4oſn 


de Obliga. 


this Opinion. Duo preſertim, alter ali Conſciene. 
prelec. 6, 


cujus nominis: apud ſuarum partum homi $. 23. 
nes: T heologus , .dlter e proceribus 'Reoni 


© laicus. Thoſe: 'T'wo, I conceive, muſt 
be M' Bradſhaw : and: the LY 
| Brooke. ty 


I ſhall not do M' Bradſhaw right, 


if I do not acknowledge, ws. me —_ 


Burges tells us, he revers'd his Opinion ag 


of things Indifferent. Surety he had *? 
great reaſorr to do it. That he was 


once of the Opinion-which I faſten 
on him,muſt not be denied. One of 


| his Treatiſes Reprinted 1660. is Of 
| the Nature and uſe of things Tndifferent. 
| Where he ſtates the Cale thus : A Chap. z 


thing TIndiflerent. 1s a mean between good 


and-evil, ſo that whatſoever is Indifferent 


is either good nor evil, whatſoever 15 et- 
ther * good or evil is not indifferent. After 


this he avers, that no Action of Religi- Chap. 8. 
on, whether it:be Moral or Ceremonial, is 


again, 
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po » No Ceremony of Relivion is Inf 
ferent. oy 
A groſs and palpable miſtake an 
unworthy of a man fo cryed up fall 
his learning, the mote pardonablth 
mdeed becauſe he acknowledge 
his Error : but becauſe they wh 
Reprinted” him, were not fo juſt t 
his Memory as to infert that a« 
knowledgment , and becauſe the 
for whoſe fake he was reprinte: 
have not, it may be, that reſpect fall 
D* Burges as to read him, F mul 
animadyert on it as I find it, anfſ/ 
anſwer , That no conſidering 
can think, that when we uſe an I 
different Rite, we mean that we d 
neither good nor evil. No fure, chaf® 
whichis Indifferent in-its Nature, ma 
be in its uſe Neceffary. We ule ir 
being by ſufficient Auchority: con 
manded thereta, and therefore upil * 
on ſuch reaſons as juſtifie us char wil * 
dowell; it we ace-miſtaken'in ou + 
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Wudgment, and. have no ſufficient 
calon for what we do, it is ill 
' But this plainly we mean by a 
ng. in its Nature badifferent, ſome 
rwbar which is not in ſpecie comman- 
Wed of God, and ſo.1s nat abſolute- 
ly | necellary ; ; nor 35. it ſo forbid, 
refore not ſimply Unlawful. This 
M ' Bradſhaw maig = have. known to 
{ave Gavel aching 
Hifferent, for ſo MF Hooker (at whom 
he ſometimes nibbles) had told him. 
be nature of things Indifferent is, nei- 
afffiber to-be commanded nor forbidden, but 
plleft free and Arbitrary. He inſtances 
Wquickly after. When many meats are ſet —_— 
ia befor me, all are Indifferent, none Un- *S- 4 
af anful, 1 take one as moſt convenient. If 
aff (eripture require me ſo to do, then is not 
i the-thing Indifferent becauſe I muſt do 
a what. ſcripture requires. They are all In- 
al 4:ferent , I might take any ; ſcripture 
gl does nat Kat Fequire me to make any ſpecial 
choice 


co 
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choice of one, I do notwithſtanding make Þ 
choice of one, my diſcretion teaching me | 
to do.. Now though eating of cthiſW1! 
diſh rather than another, cannot be 
 faid, after my choice is made, to bel 
neither good nor evil , (for I chuſſ 
diſcreetly or indiſcreetly) yet befor: 
my choice determin'd me to one} 
they were both Tndferent(ſo in thei 
nature they ſtill remain) neithe 
commanded, neither forbidden, nei 
ther neceſlary, neither unlawful inf 
wn ownNamre-< 7-2} 

So in the Circumſtances of Reli- 
gion, after my choice is determined 
by the Command of my Superior, 
theſe things are not ſo Indifferent as 
that I do neither well nor ill in my 
obedience. Before they had deter- { 
mined they found theſe things Indif-t 5 
ferent in their Nature , their diſcre-Þ} \* 
tion having guided them to make 
choice of ſuch a Veſture,ec. as they d 
apprehended convenient, now that 
becomes 


* 
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@ becomes neceſlary as to uſe, which 
fac the ſame time remains Ind; ifferent 
58 in 1ts Nature. 
ef The Lord Brooke by a little Me- Sect. 7. 
el © raphyſicalneſs goes farther , and Hae theNe. 
C& from this principle, Optimum ft ſem- 7, 5g 
per. eligendum, endeavours to prove 
this Concluſion. Thar there us nothing 
YE Ihdferent in Re & in ſe, but to our 
Underſtandings ſome things ' ſeem ſo, for 
| want 7 good light, but in the things them- 
| elves every thing, pro hic & nunc , #s 

© either Neceſſary or Unlawful. It may 
BM ſeem harſh to fay that a man is not 
always obliged to do that which is 

beſt. Where there is an apparent dif- 
ference and inequality in the matter | 

of our ations, how far a man may 

ſatisfie himſelf to do that which is 
good, though he do not always that 
K which'is beſt, I digrels not to exa- 
| mine. The Afſertion may be foun- 
| ded upon another reaſon and ſtate 
| of irs, and upon that I build and 
| ſay, 


46 


another, but any of them if it we: 


finite {cruples and pergetual anxi 


that this is good and lawful and f 


9 — tes 
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ſay, There is a Truth in'this Propel 
fition, A man 1s not always obliged toi ® 
that which us beſt ; the realon is, bei 
cauſe in ſome Caſles there is no Bf L 
bur the ſeverals that fall under del P 
beration are alike, no more Intrii®* 
ſick Good or Evil in one 


QO © \- 


alone, were {ufhciently eligible ar 
fatisfa&tory. Now it in every aCtic 
of a mans life he muſt not proces 
till he can find a diflerence whet 
none is to be found ; If a man mw 
no where act, till he ſee clearlf 
what is beſt to be done , this mu 
needs fill the minds of men with lk 


Me AO Q, = 


ties: And after a man is fatisfi 


to be done, yet muſt he demur an 
take heed he do it not , leſt peradif 
venture ſomewhat elſe were bette 
to be done in the room of it. I giv 
Inſtances whereby it will appe: 


HH my, =o _@A & 
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2 we are not left ro endleſs doubts in 
49 all Caſes. 

EF 1 am at Table and have many 
#7 Diſhes of meat before me which 
1 pleaſe me well, I care not to ear of 
all, but make my choice as it may 
. happen, I cannot ſay it is Beſt to ear 
8 of this or thar, either chat which is 

commended to me, or that which 
is next me, or ſome like accident 

& determines my choice, and if I had 
FJ eaten ſomewhar elſe it would have 
2 been equally to my fatisfaftion. O- 
&Z therwiſe, ſhould I fic ſtill and dif- 
& pure with my ſelf thus? I muſt do 
© chat which is Beſt, therefore I muſt 
. conſider of every Diſh by it ſelf, and 
K diligently obſerve all the differences 

between them,and if I cannot clear- 

EF ly diſcern which is beſt of all, I muſt 
W fic till cill Tcan: fo I might loſe 
E my Dinner, and when I riſe, ſhould 
} find my mind. as unſatisfied as my 

belly. Or, Tam travelling and rake 
up 
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upina Town where I never w; 
before ; I ſee divers fair Inns befar 
me, know none; nor have I an 
manner of reaſon to prefer oney 
another. I goto one as it happen 
not out of this principle that Imw 
do that which is beſt, for they are 
alike, all Indifferent , and if I chu 
not till I certainly Row which; 


- beſt for me, I may lie in the ſtrea 


all Night. Once more, I go to Ly 
don to buy ſomewhar that I wan 
without any other Intereſt or / 
uaintance than my money. Mas 
Shops {ell the ſame Commodities, 
can give no reaſon tbut this only 
that I muſt buy ſomewhere) wh 
I call at the fig on of the Sun,. or. 
I oon, the Pat or the Bear. The 
are all alike , only. ſome accideniix 
(without fall perſwaſton that I d 
that which is beſt) determines me 
And an Hundred ſuch like C 
happen in the Courſe of Affairs, þ N 
Now-. 
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*; Now in all theſe, what ſhall we 
lay” fo. . Bradſhaw. ?--.Cannot theſe 
"Wchings be ' Indifferent, unleſs what 1 
do be neither good nor bad? No 
ſure. Till Ihavg made my choice, 
it.is Tadifferent, becauſe I am under no 
ommand in theſe Caſes, but am 
left perfectly to the conduct of my 
Wn oroion, And what ſhall we 
anſwer ro Brooke ? Muſt I nor ſtir till 
Wl know which is Beſt 2 There is no 
'ÞB eft nor Worſt, It [ diſcern any in- 
onvenience on one {ide more than 
on the other, then is there a diffe- 
ence , and I am unadviſed if I do 
ot conſider it : but where I diſcern 
o difference , and yer ſcruple cill I 
> fatisfied- which is Beſt , 1 ſhall 
ic crople till Doomelday it- I ſhould 
live ſo long, becauſe I "as nothing 
ro determine me bur my own 
choice. It remains then, thar there 
ere things Indifferent in their own 
_Panre. Where there 5 no Anitece- 
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dent Command to 'make ſuch an 
Action neceflary, nor Antecedent 
prohibition to make it unlawful, i 
is different init ſelf, not betweeh 
good andevil , but between com 
manded and forbidden., between 
ablolutely neceflary and {mply-un 
lawful. | ; 

I have laid my Foundation thu 
low in a-Conſideration of the Na 
eure of things, becauſe the Obje& 
ors -I deal with -goe thus far. Tri 
not neceflary to our:Caulſe to afhrm, 
that the Ceremonies of Religionir 
Controverly (the Surplice and-Cro 
Cc.) are altogether ſo Idferent, a 
that there ſhould be no more reaſoul 
to determine rather to 'one., that 
there is to take one Inn or Shop 12 
ther than another. Theſe Inſtance 
_ y—_ co ſhow _— Ie 
Rule fails, Optimum eſt ſemper fail 
endum , and to prove A there ar * 
things Tadfferent in their a_—_ ; 


To which I add ; that ſore Rites 
and Cererrionies of our Religion are 
ſo too, as F prove by this Irrefraga= 
ble Argament. Whartſoever is i 
ſpecie, neither commanded nor for- 
bidden ({- e. antecederitly to hu- 
mane laws) is a thing Idferent in 
its own nature. But the Surplice and 
the Croſs, and Aneelmg, &c; ite int 
ſpecie neither Commanded nor for- 

i bidden: Ergo they are Indifferent: 
They who deny the Major fight 
with their own ſhadows, and gain- 
fay our of a ſpirit of oppoſition ; for 
we perfiſt in this (and they know it) 
© that we mean nothirig elſe by athing 
MW Þdifferent in ies own narure ; but 
fomewhat left undetermin'd in the 
Holy Scripture: They who deny 
the Finer, rnuſt prove theſe things 
in" the uſe of themi forbid in Seri- 
of pare; which ifthey ſhall endeavour 
If to'do;l doubt not but to pronounce 
E 4 Cons 
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Concluſion prove it. In the mean 


time, becauſe Negatives are hard-to 
be proved, it concerns them to con- 
fute us by producing the "Text 


which forbid them : which Text 


if they be no other than the ſecond 


Commandment, or that in Coloſſ. 2. a- 
bour will-worſhip, or Matthew 15, 
Teachmg for Dottries theCommandments 


of men, or {ome ſuch like theſe, thenſ 


I demand farther, In as much as the 
Surplice, &c. are not named in any 
of theſe places, by what good Con 
ſequence, by what Demonſtrarive 
Syllogiſin ſhall ic be proved from 
{uch -a "Text that it is not lawful to 
wear a Surplice * Here now will be 
the failure, they quote Texts from 
whence they declaim', bur they do 
not argue cloſely and cogently. We 
know we do not add to the word 
of God: (whether they do not Jj 
Tiderint, and I ſhall anon endeavour 
to open heir Eyes)We do not teach 


fot 
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for Doftrines the Commands of men. We 
do. not urge humane Impolitions 
upon account of Divine Inſticution 
(any otherwiſe than as it is the ap- 
pointment of God to obey Autho- 


| rity) Wherefore when ſuch a- [ext 
is one of the premiſes, we tear not 


with Confidence to aver ; that this 


cannot be a good Concleſioa! Ergo, 


to wear a Surplice is not Ind; Ferent | in 
its Nature bur a Sin. But of this a A 
little more hereafter. 

Now I farther proceed and ſay, 
The Church of England does not reck- 


on thele things ſo Ihdifferent. as to 


partake nothing of the nature of 


ood or evil (which is Brad/haws 
falſe Notion) or ſo Ind: ferent that all 


other things that may come in com- 
_ Petition with them are as equal to 


them as one Shop or Inn may be to 


another, For Example! Kneeling is 


not! ſo Indifferent that - there is no 
more to be ſaid for it, than for lying 
E 3 along. 


3 
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along, A White Garment not ſo by 
different as that any other colour 
would. be altogether as grave and|if 
decent : but therefore Indifferent, be: 
cauſe undetermin'd in Scripture. Ne-ÞW 
yertheleſs, when the Governours off.” 
the Church have deſcended to conf, 
{1der, what is expedient to be donefſſ 
in theſe matters, the determination 
which they have made , have not 
been by chance as a man goes to hii 
Inn, but they have proceeded acl. 
cording to the Rules of Chriſtianſſ,* 
Prudence (and it is to be hopadiſ _ 
chey may be allowed to do ſo, aſe. 
well as the Aſſembly who in their Diſſ,, 
reffory ſo profeſs, as-will preſencly 


be faid) The general Rules of De: by 
cency, Order, and Edification have b, 
fer them their bounds. According n 
to the beſt of their Wiſdom , they 
have judged ſuch and ſuch Impoſiti- Nl, 
ons expedient , and therefoxe haye 
fo determin'd concerning them. 
___ Whighſ 
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Which determinations when they 
>- once made, ſo far.as the Lord: 
'BBrooks Notion is true , it ſerves our 
\ Fturn-very well, Optimum eft faciendum, 
#Wehave ſo much Reverence for our 
ESuperiours, as to judge they have 
determin'd\us to: that , which they 
hought moſt- fir and' expedient ; 
ent for our own practice, we till 
ſteem theſe things b:different in their 
nature, but neceſlary as to ule, Be- 
Ing latisfied that the Holy Scripture 
does not forbid fuch alla , we 
ount them lawful. Being alſo faril- 
fied that. our Governours command 
them, now by virtue of a Law In- 
tervening, they are neceſlary to us, 
; becauſe we are commanded to o- 
Bbey our Governours in all lawful 
; things. ret 

| Theſe rhings pertaining to the 
Wn ons that next follow, I ga 


E 4 eve, 


© 3+ It is no ſuperſlitions Opinion to be- Seft. & 
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lieve, that the Church may -make determb: 
nations in things Indifferent. - Our fore 
mention'd Lord Brooke boggles here m 
I mult therefore conlider what i 
ſays: 

TChap.s. Firſt, 'He STE "arg 

Church hath no power to make any 0 
thing Indfferent mm it ſelf... - (That, & 
I, ſhe need not do, .. for ſhe find 
them Indifferent. ) Avain (he ſays) » 
cannot ſay the Church bath power to detes 
mine what is Tndiffer ent... In things. thy 
ſeem Indiffer ent, where ueither of. the ex 
freams 1s weceſſary, there (eſpecially. wh 
both are doubtful) [he conceives] th 
Church hath not power to, determune -to 0 
ther extregm. As ſuppoſe Black. and W pi 0 
'C olwr's ſhould be doubtful, whether. bat 

or either; or neither were lawful ; Ih thi 
Caſe (ays he) for ought I yet ſee, t 
( hurch hath no power to determine a8 \ 
ane fo doubting, either to. Black or White © 
the reaſon is, "becauſe neither is neceſſary} 1 
there being fo many Intermediate ( olourif 
| betwealll -- 
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Met ween both.;\ That is as much as to 
eay (if theſe things be applyed) Mi- 
refniſters may be determin'd neither 
So 2 White Surplice , nor to: a Black 
WGown, becauſe there are other Co- 

Hours, and rather than the Church 
ſhall determine to one ,, Miniſters 
ſhall be left to their liberty, to dreſs 
hemlſelves in a Fools Coat: Bur he 
goes on to cut ſhort the Churches 
power. When one of the extreams, be- 
tween which we waver as Indifferent , is 
neceſſary to be embrac'd, as m moſt caſes 
Wit i, here all the power lawful (as he 
Yconceives again) can-do no more but 
ll reſolve which of - the two extreams 1s 
fl And is not this hitherto pretty 
bf well ? - A” furplice cannot be ſaid ro 
MI be necellary., becauſe a man may 

wear a Gown, -or Cloak, or Coat, 
23 or Mandle,or if he be diſpoſed, may 
nakedly hold forth the Truth. Kneel- 

ing is not neceſlary becauſe a man 
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may ſtand, or fit, or loll, or ly af 
long. What then? Is ic heels op" 

_ unlawful for the Church to deter 
mine 'to-ſome one of theſe > Nel 
ſure ; for according to the latrafff 
Conception, when one extreamif© 
_— to beembrac'd,the Churdiif 
may reſolve which is beft, And thi 
ts the Caie here. For though no-one 
of the two. be neceſfary, yer ſong 
one of them all muſt be embrac 


For the Sacrament cannot be rece** 


ved but in ſome poſture or other 
ec. I conceive therefore his Lox 
ſhips latter Conception, in the ver, 
birth of ic pulls the former by heli 
heel and ſupplants it. For if the 
Church may reſolve which of thi, 


two extreams 1s beſt , where one ih, 


neceſfary ; with as much reaſon 

may ſhe refolve which of four off 
five. is beſt, becauſe ſome one ofÞ/ 
them muſt be embrac'd, Qr elfeitl; 
will follow, becauſe a Pulpic is not” 


neceſlary 
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ſhecellary, in as much as a man may 
ſeach in 2 Tub: (at leaſt if it be 
{et On 4 Trellle) becauſe a Falio Ri- 
;.le is nat neceſlary in as much as a 
Man may read in 2 lefler print; be- 
| not neceſſary, rhere being other 
{Metals ; therefore the Ecclefiaftical 
MW ot may not compel a man to pay 
Wo the Church-Wardens rate, when 
he hath provided thele things. And 
What 2 blefled Reformation will 

| And yet i ſeems there is danger 
Weſt the . powers already given 
ffrould be too large, wherefore he 
P imits again. This power wherever it 
5 muſt be very warily exerciſed, fmce of 
1 two extreams (and according to ldemibid. 
Wits Principles the Caſe will be the 
Fame, where four, or five, or twen- 
o&y things are oppoſed) only one can be 
it þ ful , fo that one 1s wholſome and the 
ver poyſon, But where ac laſt is this 


power ? 
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power ? be it little or much,..letw 
know. its bounds. The ( hurch hath 
Judiative declarative power , like th 
Judges in Weſtminſter-Hall, but not 
legiſlative power, as the King,.and Par 
liament. If a man may be bold t 
ask again , Who is this Church! 
You {ſhall find his Lordſhip give ano 
ble anſwer. By the Church bere T mealfſ{c 

| (fays he). not only one, or two, or a faſP* 
, of what rank ſoever , but all, even even 

true Member of the whole Church ; ; fol d 
conceive every ſuch member hath de jure © 


- big in this Determination. [a 
A right Oecumenical Coundſſ 
indeed, when every member of elf! 
body muſt be conven'd to, declaif 
his Opinion, about any Rite or | 0! 
_ Temony that ſhall happen-to be ci 8! 
led into queſtion. If I'may addi (2: 
Conception of my Owns Thou 'b 
think it worth enquiring; ; wherh# di 
Women and Children beinot tn bl 
# te! 


Members of the whole Church, d 
liben | 
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Mliberty of whoſe Conſciences may 
be as little impoſed upon as that of 
{Mus men. Well, co gratifie his Lord- 
Eſhip we will ſuppoſe whart is Impoſ- 
ſible ro be put in practice : Every 
\[true Member of che whole Church, 
oBawaken'd and alarm'd with the 
ol (cruples of John a Nokes, about the 
poſture! in which the Sacramentr..is 
to be received ; is met together to 
declare and determine what is beſt 
to be done. Now, if ever the Moun- 
tains brought forth a Mouſe , you 
{hall ſee how little this Convention 
bl fignifies ; for when every Calvyes- 
Head hath ſpoke an Oracle, every 
JF one paſſed their Vote , let us Ima- 
a gine that ſome one among them 
MI (and it is hardly poſſible it ſhould be 
otherwiſe) ſhould be diflatisfied and 
ff dilent from the Judgment of the 
id greateſt part of the Church, and at- 
þ& ter reading and praying ſhould con- 
| tinue to diflent, In this caſe (he con- Ibid. 
| celyes 
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ferent, one is Beft,the other Hnlaw) 


__ rable as ever was that of the Conv 


A Diſconrſe of S uperſtition, 
CEIVEs ONCE more) no power on ea) Tl 
ought to force that mans prattice _ 
than his Jud 

Liberty! Oh fiveet Liberty!Whalſſ 
pity it is the Lord Brooke hath nail 
_— ” lofe in —_— [' 
this | liberty. Bat 
(to far as + Min will Fey: 
nor things now brought to a ſtrar 
Concluſion ? Will ic not be perfet 
ly in vain, to determine ary thiny 
ar all about Church-Martters ? For 
even in thoſe things thar fee In 


a ww. &@ & 


When the Chnrch hath "efolt 
which is beſt , yet every matt _ 
be left ro do what he thaiks beſt. % 

i the State of the Church as deple 


 —— 


mon-wealth of Iſrael, Ii tho 
ui there was 1m King gh tel þ 
every man did that which was right rb A 


onn Eyes: p 
There are many other ſcorvy 


paſſage 
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| paſſages in that ill-natur'd Book, and 
"D many Unworthy Reflections upon 
my Lords the Biſhops that then 
were: but] muſt not digreſs to take 
hotice of them. This proceſs of his 
is ſufficiently expoled by this ac- 
count of it. 

I confeſs I have met with two 
other Pamphlets that atfo demur in 
this thing. 4 Modeſt Diſcourſe concerne 
ing Ceremontes , believes that the 
Ghurches Authority im commanding mat- Pa 1 
ters of Indifferency , wants ground from 
Scripture. And M" Bagſhaw in his 
Two great queſtions concernmg things In- 
different in Religious Worſhip , holds it 
"þ utterly unlawful for any Chriſtian Magi- **8e % 
w ſtrate to impoſe the uſe of them. Bur 

neither 'of them are ſo extravagant, 

Tf asto deny thar there is any thing In- 
My different, only they think what God 
2 hath nordetermin'd, men may not.. * 
"Againſt whom 1 oppole to this pur- 
Y poſe, 


6 
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that ſhould reach them and pray tot 


A Diſcontſe of Superſiution, 


Either Church-Governours haw 
power in theſe Cafes to determine, 
or all people muſt be left to cheir 
berty, to determine for themſelves, 
But what intolerable diſorder and 
confuſion would that bring into the 
Church 2 Then would God be the 
Author of confuſion and not of peact 
There is then no power now left i 
the Church, that may take care tha 
things be done decently and in order: 
but this is orderly and decent, tha 
every man ſhould have liberty 1) Ws 
break Order, and go his own way o 
And if in ſens and modes of worſt c 
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ſhip, there-could be as' many diflaff if 
ences (as thoſe that are, are -nof a; 
few) as men, it might be lawful fo. 
every man to go by himſelf, anda { 
ſingle perſon ſhould conftirute t) 
Church. Men would never agreff tc 
neither about time,nor place of pub p 
lick Worſhip, nor about the perfoifſ hi 
d 


themy 
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| them,nor about the manner of pub 
| lick Prayers, or publick Preaching, 
© nor about the form of adminiſtring 
| the Sacraments , nor 1s it ealy to 
name any one thing in the publick 
worſhip of God, wherein all men 
would be of one mind, but if all 
were left to their liberty when 
Cliurch-Governours have deter- 
min'd as they think moſt expedient 
every private perſon ſhall have a 
Negative Vote, and if he like not 
08 ro worſhip God in the ſame way as 
78 others do, he muſt paſs without 
| controul ro worſhip as he pleaſes, or 
if it ſo pleaſe him, not to worſhip 
at all. | 
© But theſe are but the Capricio's of 
| ſome few particular men, the yani- 
ty of which I need not labour much 
«4 to ſhew, becauſe however the Fox 
WJ pronounces the Grapes fowr which 
of he cannot reach ; however forrie 
diſcontenced men quarrel at the 
TW 
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Aſſemb. 
Conf. of 
Faith. Ch. 


3l. 


ing the publick worſhip of God and Go 


A Diſcomſe of Superſtition, 
power of the Keys, when they do 
not hang at their own Girdle , yet 
there never was any body of men, 
that did at any time uſurp a power 
to make Laws, and determine in 
Church Afﬀairs, but did proceed up- 
on this Principle , that it is lawful 
to make determinations in things hn 
different; and plain it is that the Preſs 
byterians and Independents both, allow 
what I now contend for. 

The Preſbyterians in the Preface 


to their Durefory, diſtinguiſh ſome 


things to be of Divine Inſtitution, 
and others not, and of theſe they 
lay: Other things we have endeavourel 
to ſet forth according to the Rules 
Chriitian prudence, agreeable to the gent: 
ral rules of the word of God. Allo in 
their ( onfeſſion of Faith ſet out with 
their Catechiſms they define : Tha 
ﬆ# belongs to Synods and Councils to b 
down rules and direftions for better order 


vernmeit 
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vernment of his Church, which Decrees 
and determmations f C onſonant to the 


word of God (where it is worthy ob- 
ſerving , that when they are eſta- 


 bliſhing cheir own Authority and 


way, they expe&t not expreſs Com- 
mands for every thing they do, how- 
ever they have been oblerved to 
huff' ar Epiſcopacy and to require 
Cormmands for our eſtablifhmencs) 


| are to be received with-revereice and ſub- 


miſſin, not only for their agreement with 
the word, but alſo fe for the power whereby 
they are WY as being an Ordinance of 
God appointed thereto in bis word. 


Since thele firſt attemprs of the 
Aſſembly, 'we find ſome writing con- 


formably to their dictates and pro- 


feffing'thus. We. freely grant that- «the 


Civil power, or the/Church (orderly afſem- © Chap. 16. 


bled) ray determine at what hours on the 


Lotds-day the Congregation ſhall meet, as 


alfo it ſhall. determine particular times fo 


k Fafting Us Thankſ OE 45 Gods provi- 


dice 
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dence ſhall | adminiſter Occaſions, (and 
et ſome of this way are againſt 
ens (hriſtmaſs, 8c.) that places of 
publick wor ſhip ſhall be erefted frequented, 
kept decent, and an Hundred things of 
that Nature, which even reaſon and na- 
ture it ſelf -teaches all ſober perſoris to be 
ſuch, as that without ſome Order to be ob- 
ſerved in them, the worſhip of God either 
Would-not be performed, or would be un- 


decently performed. | 
True itis that the ſame men hy , 
in the ſame Chapter , 'The Aſertion þ 
the Churches:power in appointing (erems , 
nies and. ( ircumſtances of Dive Worſhy * 


#5 the very root of all, the Pandora's 
Box, the coery Fountain head of all tha '£ 
Impoſitians., which :bave bred - ſo- much if 
 .trouble,. diſturbance, and perſecutions # 
the Church of God. Which how to re 
-Concile-to what is juſt now quorted, 
-] well 'know not-,-nor to anothef 
-paſſage-in.the ſame Chapter , where 
though ke def Ire BF diſtinguiſh bel 
eweet © 
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tween (ircumſtances and (ceremonies of 
worſhip , yet- they acknowledge 
thus. That the word of Gad hath left 
many things (70t poſſib: eto be determin'd 
by.it) to the. Authority of the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate cannot be denied, whether any 
(eremonies or 1045 a queſtion, divers ( ur= 
cumſtances relatmg to the wo ſhip of God, 
are undoubtedly. ſo left. 

When I compare, theſe ing I 
know not how .to underſtand the 
Coherence of. them, unleſs . it be 
thus. When, Chi eh- Goyernours 
are Epiſcopal, and ſhall aſſume a pow- 
er.toi appoint,Ceremonies and Cir- 
cumaſtances of. divine worſhip, this 
is the fountam bead. of ORs that 
breed difturbance and perſecutions : But 


ifthey ſhall chance co be Preſbyteri- 
an, [then there are an Hundred thin ines 
not determin'd by the word. of Gad, bi | 


left ro their Chriſtian Prudence, For © 


"Example: A,Convocation may nqt 
oy: a Canngx Radrick appoint, 4 ” 


"> 


"OR w— 
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of ſtone attheWeſt end of theChurch; 
fior kneeling! at the Sacrament of tha 
Lords ya er ; nor* thatthe Bread 
and Wine "A ſeverally diſtriburedixs 

every Communicant, but the Dires 
ey may-make appointments .con- 
crary to" all thete- and "art Piiubel 
things of the like iature. - For the 
Ordinance of Parkamint (all the'faw 
thority it had) which eſtabliſhed rhe 
Directory; fys. The Dizeftory for pil 
lick worſhip berein ſet forth, ſhall hens 
forth be-aiſed; purſued; did obſerved; 
all pxerciſes of the: pablick worſhip of Gok 
mn every- (ongregation, -Oburch, Chappih 
and place of- Piblick Wor hip, within'thi 
Kingdom: of F, hgland, "and Pomilin 
hm i | 
Bulbpimaderes in iheis 

wf Faith; fev'gur from the: As, 

- Jpeak t the fame ptrpoſe! 

"are ſeine” Ar Chntiftantes ConeePning < 
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Societies, which are to be Ordered by the 
light of Nature, and Chriſtian prudence, 
according to the General Rules of the word, 
which are always to be obſerved. 

' Now I muſt crave leave that our 
Adverlaries would judge whether 
they are not unequal to us, in deny- 
ing us a liberty which they grant to 
themſelves. In this general Conſi- 
deration of things, it is not mate- 
rial to ask for what reaſon they ſcru- 
ple our Ceremonies, whether as {1g- 
nificant or popiſh, exc. which ſhall 
be examined in due time. All that 
1 now conclude, is no more than 
what they themſelves believe and 
practiſe , viz. It is no ſuperſtitious 
Opinion to believe that the, Church 
may make Determinatiqns in things 


Indifferent. 


4. Where the Governours of the Eburch Set, 19. 


bave power to determine . it can be no fu 
perftitious opinion to believe, they ought ta 
'be obeyed, in the 8xerciſe of this their law= 
F 4 ful 


72 


== 
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ful power, Yea, if it ſhould be gran- 


ted (what I do not by any means 

rant, only to come as cloſe as may 
4 to our Adverſaries, I ſuppoſe the 
caſe) that it is not well done to Im- 
pole ſuch things different ; yer if 
they be not in their own nature eyil, 
jt is better to obey than to diſturb 
the peace of the Church, and to ſe- 


parate from eſtabliſhed order. Zan: 


chy and (alvin are profeſſedly our 
Advocates in this Matter, an whoſe 
Teſtimony I build' the more, be: 
cauſe they are of great Authority 
with thoſe who diſſent from us. 
Zanchy wrote a Letter to Queen 


Elizabeth, wherein he did earneſtly 


«+ Þ- 311, 


per{wade her not to Impoſe the Sur- 
flice and fuch like things upon the 


5 E- Clergy of England: This he did with 


reat Zeal, and it may ſeem with 
ſome acrimony 3 as if he had been 
a great Patron of Non-( onfarmity,and 
I will nar deny that it ſeems by that 
_. a 
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Letter he .did greatly diflike ſuch 


; ME Impoſitions ; and bur that he, was 
' Þ commanded by his Prince to write 
as he did . (he did \(oaftus ſcribere ag 
he profeſles) it is a Letter that might 
' argue: him to meddle roo much in 
| the affairs of another Church : bur 
\Þ we take it as we find it , and not- 
withſtanding all thar is there ſaid, it 
- W is manifeſt that Zanchy was. of our 
8 lide.. . 
That he was abuſed in the Infor- 
- mation that was given him of our 
 Þ affairs, appears by his Letter to the 
Queen, wherein he complains of her 
| | introducing and eſtabliſhing all the 
BE Maſfling attire of the Romiſh Prieſts, 
- © for ſo he calls them, Yeſtes albas ac 
lneas, quibus in papatu utuntur ſacrifici : 
Antichriſti ſupellettlem : Papiitarum Im- 
fiam pompam : Idololatrie &* ſuperſtitia- 
nu Papiſtice reliqujas vel ſaltem ſymbo- 
la: that-is in the Engliſh of ſome of 
our Malecontents, All the rags of the 


whore 
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whore of Babylon. Whereas the 
cire of their Prieſts is made up.offt 
Veſtments (as a Learned man'd 
our own hath obſerved our of rhe 

Terre. Rithdhfts) Amit, Alba, (us in, 
= =agY Stola, « Manipulus, ( apfula, all tar di 
$. 9. ferent from the Surplice ; and the& 

fix Garments are accounted holy Garm 

uſed by their Prie$ts, and all of them hi 

their particular (onfecrations, as the Su 

plice m the Church of Rome hath nt 

Zanchy'then thus miſtaking the cak 

was more eager'than he needed h 

have been, but he was under any 

ther and greater miſtake. 

-- It was reported to him thar ther 

was great danger, leſt many piol 
men: ſhould be turn'd our of thei 

Livirigs' upon this Occaſion ; yeh 

it was told him; thar thete were 
rig; Epps (cle rruſt be forme ca; 

fiderable number of the Twenty ff * 

thatate in, Enlmd and Wales) Vi N 


N 
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Ml malint Gfficis 5 loco cedere quam: iſtiu 
Ml 10d; 1. 'admittere. There oy 
T many Biſhops that would not con- 

form; Now who that knows any 
thing of the State of the Chureh of 
England; Arno 1574. (when' that 
Letcef was written) knows not that 
the Biſhops of that'rime were ſuffi- 
ciently ſarified with the Conformi-. 

ry that was then' urged , ior was 

ere one among 'them (Gor ſo far 
as I can 'now find) "that made fo 
much/noife about theſe things as Bi- 
ſhop "Hooper of Glocefter did under” 
Bloard the Sixth : If therefore Zan- 
<ythay be excuſed for endexyour- 

J ig what he could m favour of- thoſe 

il £60d'and - Learhed/men whoſe ex- 

[| auRtorfrionhe ſear'd';” yer that nor 
being. the' caſe, the earneſtabſe of 
his Leiter tif we ſhould yield more 
ts his: Judgment than x neceflity 
"weare obliged to-do) will not fig- 
4 Br meh to the 'reproach of our 


ot A Diſcourſe of Superſtitim, 


Burt we have greater aſlurancy 
that Zanchy was our Friend :- For 
when he had dated his Letter to the 
Queen from Heidelberg ,Sept.1 0. 1571, 

—:A E- he dates another the very next day 
PEP ro Biſhop Juell (though i it be doubt: 7 
_— i 4 5-6 he lived to- receive it hi 
becauſc he died the 23d of the ſame 5 
Month) from the tenor of which 

I conclude, that in his Letter to the 

Queen he ſays nothing to-prove the 

» nlages of our Church unlawful ty 

b be practiſ'd, (whatever his opinian 4 
=. mage be of the conveniency, of Im: ,, 
== poling them). or if he did, he us ! 
E ays it again the very next day 8 hs 7 
Lercer, to. the Biſhop, which of { = 
Learned and fix'd a man, 'is notes lf n 
ily. to' be believed. For; the very 
occaſion of. that ſecond Letcer, ws 
to deſire Biſhop Juell and other Br ; 
ſhops, to ule their ay with 
the "el to perſwade. Ne, ſs Re egin 
@nover ; null. mado pe] ji a. jvm. ipþ 


propel 
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ropterea ſuas deſerere malint ſtationes, 
quam edifto' Regio obtemperare. If the 
Queen were reſoly'd and would be 
obey'd, he would have all the Cler- 
gy rather obey than leave their places and 
Employments. He goes on to declare' 
his Opinion, that for {uch things as 
theſe, Miniſters may not leave 
their Flocks : He acknowledges the 
Caſe, that where things are in their 
own nature evil, we mult with the 
Apoſtles obey God rather than Man,and 
then adds, S' vero res ſud natura adid- 
phore, lege mandatog; regio preciptantur, 
quando alterutrum ſe fit, ut aut ce- 
datur loco, aut tali mandato obtemperetur, 
obtemperandum potius eſſe, 8c. When 
the Magiſtrates command Indifferent 
things upon this neceſſity, that men muſt 
obey or forſake their Miſtry , they mu#t 
rather obey. Nay he reckons this 
Caſe ſo clear, that he concludes : 
Eſc vero. hanc ſententiam ita cartam & 
J perſpicuam, tum in ſacris literis tum apud 
Fl patres 


Bonne, tc | 


75% ADiſcomſeof Superſtition, | 
patres &« m Fl iſtoriis Elf , 
ſupervacaneum omnino fit , ullam 
probationem apud illos, qui vel meduc 7, 
ter in ſeripturis funt exercitati. Nw 
quam enim propter res fua natura adiaply 
as , deſerenda et -vocatio legitima & 
neceſſaria. They who ever conſulted t 
Scriptures, or Fathers, or Eccleft aft 

Hiſtorians, will need no prof of this, Th 
it can never be lawful for men to lea 
neceſſary Employment (ſuch as thatt 


the Miniftry is) for the ſake of hid 


rent Rites. 

K this will not convert a N# it 
Conformift , yet T hope it will mak 
them aſham'd ro quote Zanchy'sTe 
ter to the Queen, as if. it were mud; 

Vid. Bur ©O OUT diſadvantage (as the Repht 
—_ upon Biſhop Mortons defence hs ll 
Mar 1s. Jet both his Letters be compar! 
and much good may they 4 
them; -- - F 

That this was Zanchy's" {elf b- 

bn ES: from 'whar ef 
_ elſewhes 
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Kelſcewhere ſays, in defence of Gar- 
Kmencs peculiar to Divine Service : 

; Quod rveteres Epiſcopi ceenam adminiſtr as Tarc _ 
turi, aliam induerint veſtem, ad mutati- te Cultu 
onem cane nhil pertmet. Non enim Chri- no ood 

M/s juſſit, ut communibus cveſtibus induti 2 

;{cenam admmiſtraremus, ſicut C5 ipſe me 

Wautus erat, fed tantum ut faceremus quod 
& ifſe fecit, Idem de multis aliis rebus 
dic poteſt, tam in Baptiſmo quam in ca 

Wn Dommica. Whereas the Biſhops of 

Wold did celebrate the Euchariſt in a pecus 

Whar Garment , this makes no change m 

What ſervice, PA our Lord Chriſt did not 

command us to be clothed as he was, but 

"ſto do what he did. And the fame may 

be faid of many other things, both 

in Baptiſm and the Lords Supper. 

a The ſum of all he thus expreſles, 

Nue addita ſunt, ſed tanquam adiaphora, 
| om ordinem, propter decorum, &* ad 

\ "Pedficationem, ea ſubſtantiam Sacramen- 

1 Ytorum: eog; cultum non mutarunt. Thoſe 

vl things that are added for Order, ; Dn, 


m7 | 
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$0 A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
and Edification, make no alteration in the 
fubſtance of the Sacraments, or of Divx 
Worſhip. [ 

TIconclude then, though we yiel 
Zanchy theirs, as to his Opinion, tha ! 
h it is not well done to 'impoſe thek 1 
_  Indifferent things, yet he is cleahſſj * 
ours as to the Propoſition I main} * 
tain. When Tndifferent things ar} © 
once determin'd (whatever Gove " 
nours may have to anſwer for ſudij 4 
Impolitions) becauſe they are notuſſ 9 
their own nature evil, it is bettertoſſ 7 
obey than to diſturb the peace oftief / 
__ Church. Ft 
Sect. 111 But Mf Cabot is 4 greater mal 4 
than D* Zanchy, and the cauſe whida © 
he condemns ſhall ly under a gret 


, --Dw2g prejudice : his opinion therefor K 
; Gover: mult be confider'd. However he i * 
| "1 generally eſteemed no great frienl be 
| len. £0 Epilcopacy , yet M. Durell han t 
cores endeayour'd to vindicate him fronfſ® 
2 beyond the b In 
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it will; if our N. C*® will ſtand or 

| fall to Calvins Judgment, our adyan- 
tage is as great as we need deltre: 

| 1. For firſt he does greatly ad- 4 

:K mire ſer forms of Prayer. So he ſays E. 

| ina Letter to the Prote&or of Edward A 

q | the Sixth. Quod ad formulam precum & cnn o 

MM Retuum Eccleſtaſticorum, alde probo, ut Dat; 1548 

ol certa-illa extet a qua Paſtoribus diſcedere 

NM in ſua funttione non liceat. T' do greatly 

I 

n 

0 

x 


like that forms of Prayer, and the Rites 
of the Church ſhould be ſtated, fo as Miz 
niiters in the exerciſe of their funftion 
ſhould not have leave to vary from them: 
His reaſons are "Three, Ut conſulatur 
quorundam ſmplicitati & Imperitie + Ut 
certius conſlet omnium Eccleſiarum inter 
ſe conſenſus: PoStremo ut obviam eatur 
defultorie quorundam levitati qui novatios 
nes quaſdam affeFtant. Firſt, For the ſup# 
ply of ſome mens mabilities (a reaſort 
that our modern N. C*. in this time 
of Goſpel light, think an vndetva- 
-luing of them) Secondly, That the 
__ G ſeveral 


= BB #=- 
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V2 A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
ſeveral Churches (of the ſame Domi-} 0 
nion) may appear to conſent together, 
Thirdly, For a ſecurity againſt Innovs ſ:, 
tors (and in that alſo I wiſhthe 


were not concern'd.) Upon this laf 
reaſon ( alvin adds, that there ſhould 
be ſumma quedam dotrme ab omnibu 
recepta, quam inter predicandum ſequas 
tur omnes, ad quam etiam obſervandan 4 
Omnes Epiſcopi & Parochi jurejurando at 
ringantur, ut nemo ad munus Eccleſtaſi 
cum admittatur , nift ſpondeat f1bi iu 
ſenſum inviolatum futurum. Extet prts $3 
terea communis Catechiſmi formula, &p,. 
Which I thus accommodate to ou, 
Uſage, he could not think it unlawY. 
ful to ſubſcribe to the thirty nine Arts p 
cles. | - | © 
2. Becauſe ſomeCeremonies mull, . 

accompany Divine Service , it ap, 
pears by the former 'words that hh; 
would have them ſtared too. I cot; 
ceal not his Opinion, that he woullſ,q,, 
. have butfew Ceremonies for feardſþy,;. 
0 Superſtition 
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Wquam parciſſomis Ceremoniis iti in Ecz v4 
Weleſia, ſatis enim Experienita conſtat, 
quam proclivis ſit lapſus im ſuper ſtitio= 
nem. ; 
Now if any ſhall hence infer,that 
Calvin, if he were alive, would judge 
s to abound in ſuperfluous Cere- 
Wnonies, I oppole his former Letter 
o the Protettor, where he ſpeaks, de 
"Wibolendis 2 radicitus evellendss abuſibus 
corruptelis , of rootins out abuſes : 
put he inſtances bur in three things, 
"WF raying for the dead, Chriſm and extream 
Win&to. All which having now no 
{lace in our Church, and it being 
deniable that we are reformed ro 
ome greater degrees than in Edward 
"Wbe Sixths time, we have fair reaſon 
$o fay that the preſent ſtate of 
Fings B ſuch as Calvm would nor. 
Feilallow ; at moſt if he would have 
Þdviled to have omiwed ſome of 
Four Ceremonies, yet in the ſame 
© | 3. place 
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place where he defires Ceremonig 


ſhould be few, he adds, Aliud em 
eft,cum nobis jus non eſt admittend: aut n: 
pudiandi quod videbitur. Si non licet oþ 
tinere quod cupimus, feramus iſtos te 
Fus, non approbemus. Where we art 
- obey and not to rule, let us bear with th © 
defefs which we need not approve. Ml 
2. Bur Calvin is the man, wi 
called ſome of our Rites Fooleries. I... 
cauſe our N. C®#. {hall have libenf 


to make the moſt of that word, I 


tranſlate it, though others think 


may be rendred Mnfrneſſe Ler tha 
7 


take the advantage of it, provid 
they will acknowledge thar ar oi 
ſame time he calls them toler 
The words are in a Letter to ot 
Engliſh Divines at Frankford a | | 
Die 120 Queen Maries time. In Anglia 
| Liturgia qualem deſcribitis, mulgas oa, 
| Ffuiſſe tolerabiles neptiay. Calvin ben}, 
at a diſtance, takes things as thqſ/ 
were repreſented to him, therck | 


| 


" 4 Eb I was - de Bs | | | bo F : | ; 
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She ſpeaks of the Engliſh Liturgy ac- 
-Fording to.che deſcriprion they gave 


ot it, and there is fome reaſon to 


uſpe&t , that they who gave him 
hat account , miſrepreſented the 
ale. Iam not alone in the Imagi- 
ation. M. Durell is before me who riewecs 
Fundertakes it at large. Bur Calvin gc p.119- 
Ways moreover wideo fuiſſe : ſo it had 
been (he thought) in Edward the 
MWSixths time , and who knows not 
What perfeftive alterations have 
been ſince made? Suppoſe at moſt 

"Ye did not like ſome things, yer this 

Ys certain, that he did not think ir 
Mworth while to contend about them, 

for ſo he ſays in the ſame Letter. Tn 14. bid 

"Mrebus mediis ut ſunt externi Ritus facilem 

We & flexibilem prgbeo. In ſuch Indiffe- 
 Wrent matters. as outward Rites are, Tam 
fan eaſy man and ready to be perſwaded. 
And I give but Two Inſtances more 
-Mthat I may have done with him. 

When he writes to Bullinger a- 

i | + 4 bout 
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Bez- Vite 
Calvin. 


All. 15392. 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 

bout Biſhop Hooper's Scruples and 
troubles, he ſays, De piles &* veſt 
line maluiſſem (ut la etiam non probenl 
non uſq; adeo ipſum pugnare , 1dq; etun 
nuper ſuadebam. "Though I do not muh 
like the Square-Cap, and Surplice , tl 
wiſh Hooper had not been. fo fierce 
gainſt them, and fo T lately perſwaded bm 
Yea, in an affair of their own, Bey 
reports him to have been of the lame 
temper. Some there were at Genel 
who had upon ſome pretences it 

croduc'd the uſe of Unleaven'd Bru 
(and of that only). at the Communim, 
At this others were ſo offended, that 
they. inclin'd , rather to ſtay away 
than Communicate. Calvin who 
was then withdrawn from Genel 
hearing. of it , adviſed them, ned 
iftud <9zpoer litem moverent, fic obtt 
nutt pants A&ymi uſus, de quo etiam poſt 
reſtuutus Calvinus mAnquam contendel 

dum putavit , minime tamen diſſunuany 


quid alioqui efſet magis probaturus. Hh ; 


youll 
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would: not have them quarrel about ſuch 
an Indifferent matter. So the uſe of Un- 
leaven d Bread was eſtabl, ſhed , which 
when Calvin return'd again, he did not 
think fit to make any diſturbance about, 
though be did not diſſemble that he rather 
wiſhed, it had been otherwiſe. It ap- 
pears then Calvm was not ſo inflexi- 
'ble in all matters of Conformity as 
many of our Modern N. C*. are. 


 ToCalvm and Zanchy it is eaſy to Sect. 12. 
- add like Teſtimonies out of other »; 
| Authors magnified by the N, C*®. Jil. 


M. Durell hath brought about forty, Þ: 
moſtly Divines, as it were into 
Council, delivering their Opinions 
abour Ceremonies and Circumſtan- 
ces of worſhip. All unanimouſly 
agreeing againlt our preſent Difſen- 
ters, that theſe things, viz. the Sur- 
plice and Croſs, &c. are not ſuch, for 
which a ſeparation is to be made: : 
VI and if all do not ſpeak to every par- 
7F ticular matter in Controverly be- 
"F.- G 4 tween 


$8 A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
tween us, yet all ſpeak to ſome, 
and {ome to all, by all which it ap: 
pears, that the Church of England 
nat condemned by the Reformel 
Churches beyond the.Seas, nay ſhe 

| juſtified, nay ſhe is admired. 
For the particular purpole of the 
Argument now in hand ,. I offer: 


tew of our own Countrymen, andjh 


I cannot begin better than with T, 
Hes Cartwright, who is quoted as profe 
Anſw. xe- fing to oppoſe our Ceremonies 45 inconvent 
_ P ent but not as unlawful , and therefor 
; perſwaded Mmiſters , rather to wear th 
Garments than ceaſe their Mmiſtry, an 
taught men torecerve the Sacrament kneth 
ing, if they could not have it otherwiks 
becauſe though the geſture be (as he taks 
it) mcommodious, yet be ſays it us nl 
fanply unlawful. MF Sprint, allo al 
ſures us, that D" Humfrey , D* Ra 
orig nolds, D* Sparks, D*® Chaloner, D* Ay 
16% ray, M- Chaderton, M" Knewſtubs 
though they ſtood out and teſtified then 
D” WL 


diſlike againſt ſundry of the Ceremonies 
eſtabliſhed, yet they did in caſe of depris 
vation yield to them, and ſtudiouſly per- 
1 ſpaded others m this caſe to this pra- 
WF cHice. 

Of latter days MF Baxter hath de- 
Ml cermin'd, that it may be ery ſinful to 
1 command ſome Ceremonies , when. yet it 
1 11ay be the ſubjefts duty to uſe them When 
if they are commanded. Upon which Pro- 


be ſmply unlawful, as being forbid by God 
himſelf , there no. command of man can 
make it lawful : But if -it be but incon- 
ventent, or evil only by accident, or cir- 
cumſtance, it 1s poſſible for the command 
MW of Governours to take off that accidental 
Wl evil, and make it become a duty. 

il 1 have dwelt at large upon theſe 
- Teſtimonies, not becauſe the Rea- 
{on of the thing is doubtful , ſo as 
- to need ſuch a Confirmation, nor 
becauſe if it were; other Teſtimonies 
as conſiderable could not be pro- 


duced, 


— > —_— 
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poſition he ſays farther : If a thing Bax: D4 


90 - {Dicer f'S S ve lion | 


duced, but to comply with the hw 
mor of the N. CE. and to deal with 
them at their own Weapon. "They 
have made a great noiſe about the 
conſent ofthe Reformed Churches, and 
did: Covenant to endeavour a Reformati 
en according. to-the Example of the beſ 
Reformed Churches; as if all that gg 
under the name. of the Reformed 
Churches beyond -the Seas, did a 
much believe us Superſtitious as thek 
men pretend to believe. Wheres 
beſide the Veneration which Spar 
Epiſt. al. ermus expreſles to have for the Or 
_ der of the Chuxch-of England, in a time 
yange.an. When Conformity went higher than 
1638 of late days : belides Bogerman's ac: 
| knowledgment at Dort tothe Biſm I 
ny © of Landaffe that then was, Domune, ni 
ly Divine noR ſlanus adeo falices, It was chei 
4 misfortune notto be under Epilco- 
pal Government; we have many 
more clear evidences of the great 
reſpe& which Foreigners bear to the 


.Charch of England. | l 


> Lax he ag 
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I conclude this Propoſition with 
the grave: and excellent determina- 


tion of St. 4uſtm, in which he gives 


account of St. Ambroſe too. Monica 
coming to Milan, and obſerving-the 
Order of. the Church there, that 
they did nor faſt on'Saturday as was 


- uſual in other Churches, was: trou- 


bled about it; for her facisfaction 
St. Auſtm adviſes with St. Ambroſe, 
who anſwers him, and reſolves her, 


Is. On &) , Auguſtin. 
by his own pra&tice. Cum Roman [+ cr 


Tento, jejuno Sabbato, cum hic ſum non 


 fejuno ; fic etiam tu ad-quam forte Eccles 


ftam -veneris, ejus morem ſerva, ft Cui: 
quam non vis eſſe ſcandalo,nec quenquam 


 tibi. When Tam at Rome, T faſt on 


Saturday: as they do there, here T do not ; 


. fo I would have you,whereſoever you come, 


obſerve the Order of the place, if you would 
neither give nor take offence. An An- 
{wer which ſatisfied Monica, and pal- 
ſed for an Oracle with St. Auſtm, who 
adds of his own in the ſame Epiſtle : 

Some 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
Some things Univerſal tradition had 
{o confirmed, that he did not think 
ft they ſhould be alter'd, as the Ob- 
ſervation of Eaſter and Whitſuntide, 
ec. but then, Aka que per loca terra: 
rum variantur , ficut eſt quod alu jeju- 
nant Sabbato, alit non, alu quotidie com- 
municant, alit certis diebus, 8c. C& ſi 
quid alind hujuſmodi animadverti poteſt, 
Totum hoc genus rerum liberas habet ob- 
ſervationes, nec diſciplina nlla alia eſt in 
hs melior, gravi prudentiq; Chriſtiana, 


> hc 


quam ut eo modo agat, quo agere viderit 


Ecclefiam ad quamcung; forte devenertt ; 
qued eninineq; contra fidemneq; contra bo- 
nos mores injungitur , Indifferenter ef 
habendum, &* pro eorum inter quos Vi 
vitur ſocietate ſervandum- eſt. As to 
choſe Obſervances which are divers 
in divers Countries, that ſome fat on 


- Saturday, others not 3; ſome communi: 


cate every day , others at Stated times : 
All ſuch things as theſe are tree, and a 


| grave and pr udent Chriſtian can foll ow 10 


better 
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better rule , than to behave himſelf ac* 
cording to the Order of the Church, to 
which he ſhall chance to come : For what- 
ſoever 15 enjom 'd that ts not againſt Faith, 
nor good manners , .1s to be eſteemed In 
different, and to be pratti iſed according 
to the Company with which we converſe. 

St. Auſt does rightly ſtate the No- 
tion of a thing Indifferent (uppole 

the Surplice) ſomewhat in its own 
nature not neceflary, therefore in a 
Church that does not enjoin it, it 
may be omitted , ſomewhat 1 i its 
own nature not Unlawful, therefore 
in a Church that does enjoin it, 1t 
ought to be uſed. 

Fe It is no So ſieve Opmion to be- at r 


| leve that the Church may appoint ſ1gnifi- Litagies 


' 
cant Ceremonies. This is another-mat- raw. 2 


ter wherein the N. C*#. ſpeak big. 
It is not true that they have any Authority 
to appoint ſignificative Ceremonies, where 


are ſenſible ſigns to affef+ the Underſtan- 
ding, this us to givethem Authority toin= 


"" 
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ſtitute Sacraments. Another formerly.” | 


Abridg. 
Lincoln. 

See Burges 
Anſwty Re- 
Join'd. 
Chap. 3. 
Seca. 1. 


. Grace, as. it belongs ro him whoſe - 


ſos it the Prerogative of our Lo | 
Chriſt to inſtitute Sacramentrs for his. 


. See Burge 


All humane Ceremonies bemg appropriate 


to Gods ſervice, if they be ordain'd to 


teach any ſpiritual duty by their Myſticd 
ſtgnification, are unlawful. But ſuch are 


theſe Three, the Surplice, the Croſs m 


Baptilm, and Kneeling in receivins the | 


Communion. Ergo, they are Vula ful, 
There is a clear diflerence between 
ſigns of Grace inwardly infus'd, and 
ſigns of duty enjoin'd. Ir is the na- 


rure of a Sacrament to be an out- | 
ward fign of inward Grace. Where- 


fore becauſe Chriſt is the Author of 


the deed of Gift is to ſet to his Seal, 


Church. But 1 Igns of duty are other 
things, and this diſtin&tion is thus 


expreſſed by the Learned .7/orton. 
There be two acceptions of the word My | 
[oe one Sacramenital by ſixnification of 


Lug confer'd by God, the other only mo: 
ral, 
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\ The Church of Enpl. 4 mdicated, &c. 95 
ral, ſignifying ſome duty of men to God. 
The Myſtical Ceremonies condenmed by 
\ Learned Writers , are Sacramental; all 
the Ceremonies Which we defend, are My- 
ſtical, Moral, not Sacramental. 

They who have written of theſe 
things, have given us divers Inſtan- 
ces, both out of the Old Teſtament 
and New, where inſignificant Ce- 
remonies have been allowably pra- 
Riſed, although they have not been 
ſtrictly Sacramental, nor of Divine 
Inſticution. Thar which I offer to 
conſideration, is ſomewhat not fully 
retorted upon our Adverſaries, that 
Thave any where obſerved , there- 
Þ forel take liberty to inlarge upon ir, 

when I have firſt moy'd one queſti- 
on. - Put the Caſe a (anon or Conſti- 
tution of our Church, ſhould enjoin 
the Sexton to make his Graves Eaſt 
and Weſt, and to take care that they 
'who are buried be laid with their 
Feet to the Eaſt. 1 ask, would ic be 
BY lawtul, 
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lawful, or unlawful, to obey this 


Conlticudan 2 Unlawful: 2 Hom can | 


that be ſo, when it is commanded, 


which is now generally practiſed, 
and that — ſcruple ? If lawful, 
then is a ſignificant Ceremony al- 

rj for though all me; 
may not think of it , or may not þþ 


lowed law 


delign, yet there can be no dou 


but the Original of that Cuſtom, had 
a Reſpect to the Reſurrection of the 


Body , and to an expectation of 


Chriſfts coming to Judgment , the! 

belief of which was declar'd by ths 
| ſignificant Ceremony. 
Burthat which Lurge is this. Thej 
againſt whom we argue, contend 
for. /itting at the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, and that for this rex 
ſon, becaule it is a I ronificant poſture 
Thar it is any where in the New-Ie 
ftament commanded to receive thi 
Sacrament ſitting , no man in hs! 
Wits will ſay : Yet the Drecnergl 
ave} - 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, , 
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The Church of Engl. Vindicated, 8c. 
| have often argued for it, upon the | 
account of its ſignificaney. | So I 
have heard it out of the Pulpit. T hat 
geſture which ought to be kept above all 
the reſt, is Sitting, becauſe though it be 


| | og (rrcumſtance, yet it hath ſome ſig 


cancy in it, becauſe it is a ſupper ge- 
ſive. And ſecondly and chiefly, becauſe it 
wnifies the familiarity that is" between 


| Chriſt and Believers, Luke 22 30% 


This Supper i is a Tipe of the Everlaſting 
Supper i in Heaven, where one ſhall not fit 
and mother ſand. I name not m' 


f Author becauſe he is long ſince dead: 


but I am certain I do him-no wrong. 
And to make it \appeat thar this is 
their Doctrine, Ladd a Printed Te- 
ſtitnony. wy .” ". JE 
Among the- Treaciſes that bear 


M" Bradſhaws name, one is a Propo- 


ſition concerning Kneeling at the Sacy as 


ment wherein ; are thele words. Where- Þ Bradlh. ſe: 
ue tht end of a Sacrantent , is to inform tifs. p: 


es ga man, by ſenſible demon ſtra- © = 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
tions, it pleaſed our: Maſter to uſe ſuch 


_ Leſture , as agreeably Tith Bread aul 


Wine, ſetteth out our Communion and fp 
ritual familiarity with him, and rejoicyy 


in him, and therefore as he ſays , # ay 


man bear my voice, 8c. I will come mh 


bim and ſup With him, and be with m: 
So he ſays, Many ſhall come from the Ea 
and Weſt, and ſhall ſt with Abraham, 
&c. By Which place it appears, that « 
by Supper, ſo by ſitting, familiar rejait 
"ge or rejoicing familiarity is exprgſſe 

verefore not kneeling but fi —_ 4s fr 


receiving. 


Its plain then, that ſitthg is reck 
on'd a. -fanfcan poſture. -F is alþ 
a 


plain, thar it is required in the Dir 


Direc. Ce- —_— The Table LES Sg cover 


lebra. 


Ss 4 4.4 


&c. £ 
I know the pretence is, that the 
do not Inſtitute a ſignificant Cere 


— they only retain it,as having 


Wwarrail 
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; warrant from the Example of our 
| Saviour. So ſays the foremention'd 
Propoſition. Kneeling is contrary to Thid- 
1 Example of Chriſt a his Apoſtles, 
| bs miniſtred and receiv'd fitting ,- or in 
| ſuch'a gefture as in thoſe Conntreys was' 
io -# uſed at eating, from Which Example» 
| differ without warrant fremGods word; 
NM camo be Without fault , ſeeing the Bres 
NN anples of holy mon, much” more that of 
1 Chriſt, -areto be followed except there be 
Ml ſors reaſonable: cauſe tothe contrary. * - * 
_ Ii Anfwer to which I oppoſe 
| three'things. 
of. Fo, If the Exaniple of Chriſt were 
| 4 they ſay; Jet it does no niore conclude 
1 for our fitting , than for our receiving at 
& der time, 8&c. 
1 Secondly, They have not hs Fenagl | 
' Chriſt, for that mannes of lan Tot Which 
they now ge. | 
_ Thirdly,” It is n0t abſolutely certiuin, 
whaber they have bis ING 6 as ay 


na or 


2B wa © -< 


H 2 Sup- 


100. 


Sect. 14. 
Apoſtles at the firſt Inſtitution. of | 


IN ths. 2 ro - 
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IF | Diſcourſe of Superſtition, Ny 
1. Suppoſe the moſt , that the, 


the Sacrament, did receive it fittmg,; 


where 1s the Argument , becaule. 


they did, therefore ſo muſt we? Let: 


this be proved. Where is the parti-; 
cular Command that makes it our, 
duty to follow this Example ? - Ceds; 
locum and we yield. That mult. not, 


be ſaid. What then? Will, they arr, 
gue from the Equity of the Exam3 
ple? Let us $9 on then and ſay, Be- 


cauſe of the ſame Example we muſt | 


receive at night, in an upper room; 
and only Males: For. either the 
whole Example binds inall Circum: 
ſtances, or in none ; or ſome differ- 
ence mult be affign'd between this 


Circumftance and the other of Time 


and place, &c. And whar I pra 
ſhall that be ? Is it becauſe (which 
is a ſufficient reaſon) they were but 
Occaſional ? there was ne deſign in 


_ Inflituting and adminiſtring the Sa- 


crament 
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crament in ſuch a place, but be- 
cauſe it was judg'd by our Bleſſed 
 Saviour®convenient place ; Or at 
night, but becauſe the Paſs-over was 
firſt ro be eaten, and that night our 
| Bleſſed Saviour was to be betrayed, 
therefore that time of night was 
molt proper , becauſe it could not 
be ſooner or later. Now let it be 
' confider'd, was it not alſo Occaſio- 
nal, that they receiv'd it fittmg ? {o 
as their Maſter found them at the 
| Paſs-over (as is now ſuppos'd) fo be- 
ing in haſt, he adminiſters this Sa- 
crament. Why therefore ſhould 
this come into Example rather than 
the other Circumſtances , unleſs 
(which can never be proved) there 
be ſome indications in the Goſpel, 
that it was the pleaſure of our Lord 
that this part of his Example ſhould 
oblige and not the reſt. 

. Oh! but this geſture ſignifies (as 
was before ſaid)and does it fo 2 Who 
Lc H z Can 


”  S” 


is 


Fl 


nificancy init ? Bur-he it ſo, May 
not then allo ſome '{ignificatian be 


WV - 


Aften'd upon the time and place} 
It is beſt te- receive in an upper 
room : . this ſignifies the exalted 
ſtate to whichBelievers are receiv'd, 
and þy which they are dignified, 


m 
whereby alſo they are tais'd up to. iN v 
nearneſs to Heaven in that holy Or: Þ| 
dinance, Again, it is belt to receive p 
at night : this ſignifies, aftex a poor Þ| 
Sinner hath, been wearied. in his days | y 
of fin, as men at night. turn.to cheit ÞÞ v 
reſt after the labours. of the day ; Þ || f 

| now after the labours of fin, Retwn | x 
to thy reſt, O my Soul, fer:the Lord hab p 

\ 


and: Cem w1ta, he all ye that _— 


The Church of Engl. Yindicated, &c. 103 
and T wilt give you reſt , ' Math. 11. I 
dare ſay as good Texts to prove re- 
ceiving at night, as ſitting with Abras 
bam in the Kingdom of God proves 
the poſture. Thus is it eafy to de- 
| viſe and imagine; and if this ſhall be 
thought. a worthipping God after 
our own deyices (as the men who 
ſeem fo much to abhor Supertition 
will be ready to ſay) I ſee not bur 
they who contend ſo much for fit- 
ting, will be guilty, unleſs they can 
f make it appear that the Holy Scri- 
pture hath rather recommended one 
than another. Now if I ſhould re- 
peat thoſe Tragical Declamarions 
againſt adding to the word of God, Will 
Worſhip, and mens devices in the worſhip, 
of Ged, of which their writings are 
full ; how would they all fir here 2 
For what is, if this be not worſhip- 
ping God: after mens Imaginations, 
when "they will” make differences 
where our Bleſſed © Saviour harh 

MI H 4 made 
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a They haye not {o much as' Exam: 


Matth. 25. 
Luke 22, 


| A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, | * 
ENG none? And yet this is the bel} 
that can be ſaid of this Caſe : for 
this ſuppoſes that Chriſts Example th 


recommends ſicting, v 
2. Whereas this is farther to be ſaid, F 


ple for that manner of ſitting which 
they now urge : Aral = LEN | 
the two words uſed by the Evangt lc 
l;/ts upon this occaſion, do not ſign: 
he ſuch a fitting as is now in uſe : | 
is therefore generally agreed, tha 
their poſture was more like to lying 
than licting. So that the beſt of the 
Argument can be but thus : BecaiſÞ| t 
our Bleſſed Saviour gave the Sacr i 5 
ment to his Diſciples in thar geſture] « 
which they uſed ar Meals, whidf 

I 

| 


= 


CREST 


was a kind of lying , , therefore w. 
ought to receive it in the gel © 
now uſed at Meals which: is fitting: 


CLER 


where we mulſ? deſire their Log 
ro tell us, what degree .of neceſiny} 4 
is in this ſequele; ths they di | 

one 
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one thing, we muſt. do another. Yer 


neither is this the-worſt of - it, all 
this is but -a ſuppoſition | of-'thar- 


which they are never able to. HOU 


For 
3: It is not eblohnely certain; in 


what poſture they.did then receive 
jd che Lords Supper. | Probably they 


F continued in the ſame poſture, - but 
who can peremptorily conclude it ? 
Who can demonſtrate to the -con- 


trary, bur that when our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour, . while they were eating, {o- 


lemnly berook hiraſelf to the Inſti- 
tution of a new Sacrament, they to 
addreſs themſelves. to a new ſervice, 
might. betake themſelves to a_new 
gelture.? I cannot prove they did, 

nor (for ought [-can: find) can any 


body prove they did not. There is 


nothing concluſive. in. any | of the 
Evangeliſts, that. they did certainly 


continue-in the ame poſture ;z: Un- 


leſs the Order of St. Luke be inſited 


on, 


195 
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betrays me is With me at the Table. Which 
Order ſignifies little to thoſe who | 
will not yield Judas to have been xt 
the Sactament (as divers of our Ad" 
verſaries willnot) bur admit he ws 
there, as ſeems very probable, ye 
though they were all ar rhe ſame 


bleas before (and: who can demoit- | 


ſtrate bue & trighe be another table} 
yet it does not appear certain, that 


they were in the fame poſture as be" 


fore. This doubt | move not as'2 


thing in it ſelf confiderable, bur- to 
repreſent how ſtrongly ſome men 
(and even thefame whacall ſomuch 
for Scripture grounds, and for a dF 


vine warrant for Circumſtances of 


worſhip\as-minute as this): will build 
upon probabilities, when it ſerves 
their turn. Becauſe it is nor ſaid they 
role-up, itis by —_— I 

_ 


"I. — 


Y:; 
on, who (Chap. 22.) aker the Inſti 
tution'of the Sactament hath theſe ow 
words, But-behold the hand of bim thit 1 


A 
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\Shey far fill. If they did, it was nor 
our manner of ſiting, bur another. 
Y | they had late as we, ya this Ex- 
-kmplc'is no more obligarory, thart 
Ft is to other Circumſtances of the 
me Inſtitution. Yet through all 
\Kheſe If's, and Conſequences ,- and 
v SUPDOI i0ns 5 they conclude to the 
; Fexpedicnce, if nor to. the neceffiry 
. Hot 2 fionificant Ceremony , though int 
' Thelifing upthehand at the Co- 
nant, the laying the hand upon 
ECcremonies, have been objefted to 
em by others, I urge nor.that, bur 
Saddanother Inftance whereby it will 
plainly appear, charmany of the N. 
BCE. though they firfpeft fo much 
$/*re/ttion in a fignificanc Ceremony, 
heulſpob a Ceremony, and that in 
aReligious matter, : and becauſe it is 
lgnificant , alchough the particular 
wow. 


vs. WH weſt, wi) TW: 5 OO a 4 


103 ;f Dj Diſcurl if Rs i I! 
Crmmiens be no where in. Scriptut 
commanded. _. 

Se. 15. . They who how endeavour uf 
ſertle Presbyterated and  Aſeciadlf 
Churches, have determin'd to doithyſf 
way of Covenant, ſo conſenting tokeff} 
2 Member of ſuch a Church. Th 
Agreement ofthe Aſſociated or þ 
es in Worceſterſhire, will give us 
in this thing; who thus Js. , 

__— themſelves. hy ne Miniſters ſh C 

ciand bave a particular knowledge of tha 


hurches in . 
checkers (7, re, - hich mow is ncertass, ond 


__ divers other reaſons propounded and deb 4 


$.18. 
ted among us ; We judge it very ft,\ | 


not of nec ſig , to deſire a, more exif © 
fignification of our peoples conſent, toy” 
Miniſtry and Miniſterial aftions, ad. 
m2 particular to ſubmit to this d Joly | 
the members of that” particular Chunti 
Akerwards they tell us in what tom ; 
| of words they require this conſents 0 ” 
be given. | 78 


1 $ The Church of Engl. Vindicated, &c. 


. 1 do conſent to be a Member of 'the 
_ particular Church of C briſt at —— 
whereof —— Teacher, &C; \ *; \c- 


The reaſons why: this was: RY . 
, Mr Baxter gives-in{his Explica- 


109 


n i of that Agreement, not as his tvia 


4pivn , bur; as thoſe that' moy'd the 
 Wiſſciation, to make that: determinari-: 


Sn. The reaſons are Twelve. In'all 
Phich there is not ſo much as apre- 
Fence of a divine Inſtitution, nay it 


; confeſſed. in the Preface , that the 


Moni ſelf of this conſent is not particularly 
termin'd ; and M* Baxter after the 
"Seaſons adds.this Memorandum : ©, Re- 


ember yet" that I maintain;that God does: 


$1 Scripture require, only conſent ſignified 
12 ym which [do not 4D — 
Wnt hath not tyed 145. to.this or that parti- 
pes fign,! for ſignifying it," but: having 
Been us 9hheral Rules,- that all things:be 

ore to 5g ification, decently, &c. be hath 
f it to humane pridence to determine: Z 

; the 


? 


agree upon ſorne Ceremonies E 


- A Diſcomſe of Superſtition, | 
ch pareicular fan, whether voice, ſu 
 ſeription, &c. Yo then, fuch a fo . 
of words is own'd to be a fign fig 
fying conſent. It is alſo own'd a fo q 
requir'd only upon General Rula( 
SPINS a Pg 


cart, by vittue of the ſame gen 
Rules, of Edification-and Decen 
kvwhich Caſes if private men v 
be fo-wileas10-abound in their & 
fenſe, whether or no ſuch things] 
decent. and" edifying , the; lame 
__ hack decermin's che Conti 
nn lame place ; whe 
—_— aſlere, Co Paſtors 
exroreaienos; yerks p politively 
minution of chr yuh, Anlhowe ; 
comes. it t6-paſr- that the x 
which they. itirheir rimes! aw | 
ſhould be denied the Chureb of Fu 


ff 
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land, viz, Power and Authoriey to 
appoine ſignificant Ceremonies? 
T. If they will diftinguiſh beoween 
Diſcip Wi and Worſhip p, and-allow 
A Canifioant Ceremony in tha, but 
not in this, I reply, thar in their cons 
" tentions for Diſcipline abour: M* 
"FJ Hookers time, thar + e3Fs of theirs 
7 Nog ought 0 be eſtabliſhed in-the 
"Wl Church, which. 45 nt: commanded 'by the 
om Wed of God'| was applied ro. .Diſci- 
"} pline as well as worſhip, andichere- 


"Y fore Degrees in/ the Univerſities, aaa 


Y Church-Offices and Dignities were fuk 

"' &. Yea, they did affirm; that: the -' © 
" | Diſciple was no fmall part of the: l, Sug of 
wa Fi a this ES WD ded! rwy 
7 # right Religion,, [that they bs» ejrbey «he regen 
bu Diſciplaje refuſe tochawe Chriſt reazn 

| them, ; However it is clear; A 

"| cant;Ceremony. becauſe: ED: - 


"1 Diſcipline,is noctin the Natureof the - 


a Yb unlawful. Nor does ividelerve 
4 Se. name of a 'Sactament Ml 


oO 


SS 555 A Diſcourſe of S uperſtition, 
fo called... : /Nor:dves the -Chirch 
England deſervetobe upbraided wit 


ſupeſbrim becauſe .of fach appoint- | 


mactRg.1.r | 

Ft theſe pr —_ fires and, gol, 
I conclude Thar the Rites arid ( eremy 
nies ofiche Chutch-of. England: unlek 
they Be either -burdenſome' in” thei 


Number, or''requir'd as ſomewhat 
in narurtand kindygtearer and mort 


neceſſary than: things Ind; Hffevert, are 


"oY not faillry or ſuperſtitions. 


Bath: which Caies deſerve Cork 


2D derdtions: 
Seft. 16. i; : 1354 aur: Rivzbbe 5 m that) nature 
tho Gularakeir Number. The'Com- 
c Say aur Liturgy havebeenawar, 


chat. Objedtionomight | be. here - 


| 2} And have taken cate! ro:pre 
Preface 46 ain © 10S 2Some: (eremonies are 


Tcnns” pit way 
wes. mlbithdei of--them hath: ſo: increas'd ® 


theſe totter-days, thaF the burden of then 


S731 pa | 


t ho:maluharh reaſon't9 fin 


becauſe thr great: exceſs and 
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Was intolerable , whereof St. Auſtin in 


bis time complain'd, 8&c. This our eX- 
 ceſſive multitude was ſo great, and many 
. of them fo dar k " that they did more CON= 


found and darken , than declare and ſet 
forth ( briſts benefits tous. That Com- 
plainr of St. Auſtm., is in his Epiſtle 
to Jaimarius, where he acknowledges: 


Quamvis enim -neq; hoc mveniri poſfit, 1:9: 


quomodo contra fidem fint ; ipſam tamen 
Religionem, quam, pauciſſimis C* maniz 
feſti/ſimis celebrationum ſacramentis, mi- 
fericordia Dei eſſe liberam -volmt ; ſervi- 
libus oneribus premunt, ut tolerabilior ſit 
conditio fudzorum.” Adjnit that ſuch obſer 
Vances be not againſt the Goſpel 3" yet m 
4s much as the Flerciful God would have 
Religion free from the burden of many ( e? 


| remontes ; they have ſo clog'd it with bur 


denſome ſervices, that the condition of the 
Jews was more tolerable than of ( brifti> 
ats now adays. That theremay be no 
ſuch Cauſe of Complaint among, us, 
the ( burch of England tach been very 

10S: modeg- 
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TY - V "w> 
a 


maderate inthisthing. Not lo.as ta 
eſcape the ill will of her-Adverſaries; 
when they were. relolv'd to figd 


* 


0 


fault; forthe Preface rothe Direfbory 


Diſc. of Li- 
Eurgres, Pe 
$1. 


worſhipping Gad. in {pirit and trud 


complains of the many unprofitable. and 
burdenſome ( eremonies, -contamn'd yn' the 
Liturgy, which occaſuon'd much miſchief: 
yet in cool blood {ſome of the pany 
are conſtrain'd to acknowledge th! 
number of Ceremonies retam'd . in : oy 
Church,pretending to any.legal Authortty, 
but ſmall..'T he Surplice,and Croſs, and 
Kneeling at Sacrament are we thank al. 
And they do us much wrong it they | 
refuſe this acknowledgment. Fox.a 
great number of obſervations which 
obtain-in the: Church of Rome-1n. the 
Celebration of theSacraments{(which 
from their: number: of ſeven we. have 
reduc'di:to Two) 'ahd in other parts 
of Divine:Worſhip,,:-have no. place 
ſhould divert the minds of men from 


Cere- 


_ _ 


Cd 
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The Church of Engl. Vindicated, 8c, 
| Ceremonies harmleſs in themſelves 


may. yet be hurtful in reſpect of their 
number, therefore hath our Church 
abrogated a great number of Saints- 

days and other like Cuſtoms, as M' 
Hooker hath obſerved. 

\ Wherefore ſuch isthe preſent ſtate 
of our Church, that we may ſecurely 
defy our Adyerſaries in this matter, 
if it were as eaſy to cure their Jea- 
louſtes of what may be, as'to anſwer 
cheir objections againſt whart is eſta- 


bliſhed. Bur here they make difficul- 


I15 


Ecdleſ. Pol. 
lib. 4» Secs 
14 


ty. Though our preſent Number of 


Ceremonies be but ſmall, yet they 
raile a doubt, how far a Church may 
go ; how many Ceremonies may be 


eſtabliſh'd,before the number be bur- 


denſome. Where is the Maximum quod 


non, and the. Mimimum quod fic of ſu- 


perſtition. This is thought a great 
Argument why no Ceremonies, (be- 
yond what are of dire&.neceſlity) 


ſhould be impoſed ; becauſe of the 


Impoſſibility to fix a point,” where the Im- 


I 2 poſer 


I'Os 


Bagſhaw's 


Two great 
Queries, P» 
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A. Diſcourſe of Superſtition, | 
poſer will ſtop. For do but once grant that 
the Magiſtrate hath power to impoſe, and 
then we ly at his mercy how far he will $0. 
And they who allow. our preſent 
number to be but ſmall, yer think 


Diſowſt if them too many, becaule, though there 


Liturgzes, 


p-91. be no more Ceremones eſtabliſhed by law 


as yet, there are many probationers, and 
they can ſee no reaſon , but the Churches 
power if allowed to appoint any © (ſave on- 
ly ſuch, without which the ſervice of God, 
would apparently to all rational men , be 
performd decently and, diforderly) may 
appoint Hundreds. It is alſo one -of 


M”Baxters reaſons, againſt the-Im- 
poling Crofling, and the Surplice, 


BaxterDzſ- CFC. 
put. of Ch. 
Govern- 
ment, Ps 


477+ 


When. we once begin to let in Hu- 
mane MyStical Rites , we ſhall never 
Know where to ſtop, or make an end. On 
the ſame ground,that one age vents three 
or four, the next think they may add as 
many : and fo it will grow to be a point of © 
devotion, 'to add a new Ceremony (as at 
Rome # hath done) till we have more 
than we well know what to do with. © + 
FEY I 


— 
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I anſwer. The Writings of Mo- 
raliſts are not thought defeCtive, 
though, when they have given Gene- 
ral Rules for Temperance, thatmen 
may not drink till they diſable their 
Reaſon, and impair their health, exc. 
they do not deſcend particularly to 
determine how many Glaſſes a man 
may drink, and precilely to ſay, ſuch 
a draught makes him Intemperate. 
Nor did M'" Chillmgworth think, he 
was wanting to his Adverlary, who 
.* counted it prodigiouſly ſtrange,that Pro- 
 teitants could not be induc'd to give in a 
particular Catalogue of points Fundamen- 
tal, when he calls ic an Unreaſonable 
demand, becauſe variety of Circunſtan- 
ces makes-it impoſſeble to ſet down an ex- 
aft Catalogue of them. | 

1 think I may have as much rea- 
ſon, to reckon it no Imperfection in 
this diſcourſe, if Idonot venture pun- 
Etually to determine , how great a 
number of Ceremonies may be re- 


L 3 


quired, 


I17 


Chil:ngw. 
Religion of 
Proteft.&+-c. 
P. 128, 


129. 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
quired, before we come at Superfti- 
tion. When the number becomes fo 
great thar the ſhadow. darkens the 
tubſtance : When the ſubſtantial ſer- 
vice.of God, which ſhould be per: 


formed in {pirit and truth, is preju- 


_ dic'd by the attendance that is given 


to the ourward Ceremony : when 
the uſe of the means renders us'unca- 


pable to obtain the end ; then does 


it riſe to' that exceſſive multitude! of 
which our Church ſpeaks. Burt be- 


cauſe the uſe of our liberty in other 


lawful things, cannot be fix'd in an 
Indiviſtble point, bur alters accord- 
ing to the various Circumſtances of 
times, and perſons, and conditions, 


and relations of men ; therefgre no 


wile man will -give one parrieular 


determinate rule, which ſhall oblige . 


equally in all Caſes. 
In like manner as our Church 


reckons Ceremonies Indifferent, o- 
at the ſame timeate they concluded 


alterable, 


on, A———_ —_— Ak 
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The Church of Engl. Vindicated, 8&c. 119 
; | alterable, and it is acknowledged, 
> | chat upon weighty and important con nſide- Preface to 
: | rations, according tothe various exigency 
of times and occafions , ſuch changes and 
. | alterations ſhould be made therem, as to 
| thoſe 7 in place of Authority ſhould from 
| || time to time ſeem either neceſſary or expe-- 
| | dent. And here ſure muſt thething 
reſt. It muſt be left ro the prudence 
; | of our Governours. If they ſhall im- 
* | poſe any thing in which the Conſci- 
; | encesof people are not ſatisfied ; If in 
truth it ſhall be believed chat the 
\ number of Ceremonies enjoin'd is ſo 
| great, that the means diflerve the 
"| end; that what is ordain'd as an help 
to Prety and Devotion , does rather 
| Hinder it : theſe perſons ſo diflarisft- 
| ed about thenumber, arein theſame 
caſe with thoſe who are diflatished 
abour the'narure of an Injunction. If 
they ſcruple withonr cauſe, and are 
Twotduly in infornr'd, - their ſcruples da 
| mor rerider' the Injunction unlawful in 


FO [4 it 


, 4 #2466 
WT OT. 


muſt peaceabl ſuffer where the 
cannot act. No doubt, burit is bak 
ible Church- Govennins (who a- 


mong us'do not pretend to Infallibi- 


lity) may in ſome things be miſta- | 


ken: Yet ſuch things as theſe muſt 
be left to their determination. For is 
it not ſo elſewhere ? There may be 
roo many Ale-Houſes in a Town, 
and it may be difficult to determine 
exactly how many are ſufficient, and 


where the number will exceed, - bur 
is it therefore unlawful for the Tuſti- 


ces to licence any ? There may be 


in a Countrey, or Town, Pariſhes 
00 many for the Maintenance, or | 


roo few for the people, and it may 


be difficult for Authoricy to know } 
exactly bow many are needful and 
convenient ; Shall there be therefore 


no diviſion made into ſeycral, for. 


+. 8 
C.: II4 | 


A Daſcourfe of Superſtition, 
it ſelf. Nevertheleſs, the Doctrine of | 
qur Church does not encourage them. | 
to act againſt their Conſciences, they . 
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I {car leſt there ſhould be roo many or 
Þ too few 2 What if there be the ſame 
difficulty in adjuſting the true num- 


ber of Ceremonies : yet in as much 


z5itis neceſlary there ſhould be ſome, 
becauſe elſe Religion inthe ſubſtance 


would ſuffer and decay ; therefore is 


it alſo lawful for our Governours :ta 
make a determination in this mat- 
{cr (3 
TheDetermination ofwhich num- 
ber muſt proceed upon the ſame 
Rules of Decency, Order, and Edih- 
cation, which give a law to the kind 
and nature of Ceremonies. And. in 
this General may. men reſt ſarished till 
the number ſhall grow doubrful. 
Then twill concern private petlons 
to take heed as totheir own praCtice, 
that the Ceremony do not deyour 
Ftheſubſtance. Bur becaule ar preſent 
] there Is no reaſonable Caule to fear ; 
|| becauſe. the Ceremonies that arenow 
| Fquir'd arelo few, charno man may 


with- 


Rye 


ted, 8c. 121 
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 - A Diſcourſe of SuperStition, 
without peeviſhnels quarrel at th 


number, if they be Innocent in i " 
nature and'uſe; therefore I terurn fromhs 


rhisdigreſſion. to conl1der that i n te lay 


next-place. _ ſoy 
2. The Rites and Ceremotiodl ted 


our Church are not required as thing 


if their nature'neceſlary, but Indi þ. 
rent. y 
The ule « the Croſs at Bapriſinſ ; 
thus” accounted- for, as being pol 
from all Popiſh ſuperſtition and error, 
reduc'd ini the Chtrth of England to tt " 


primary Inftitufion of it , upon thoſe tie 


Rules of Doftrine concerning thmgs qui 
different, which ave conſonant to the willfdf 
of God and the Judgment of all a 
Fathers, &c. | And upon the fanſh 
Rules of Doctrine: are our other Ce it 
rrionies eſtabliſhed. For fo the Prefth 
facets the Liturgy expreſſes i it. I" 
Ceremonies that remain, are retain 4s 

a Godly Diſcipline and Order, which (ﬆ 

01 548 cauſes)-may be alter d and char ? 


i 
q' 
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nd therefore are not ty be efteem'd equal 
tBvith Gods Law. And the Preface thar 
(was made upon the laſt eftablifhmenc 
lo lays. The particular forms of Dive Wor- 
Bip, and the Rites and Ceremonies appoin- 
Bed to be 5d therein, are things in their 
Bom Nature Indifferent and alterable,and 
Wh acknowledged. Words too plain ro 
| RS a Comment, and lyable to no 
C pectin that I can foreſee, unleſs 
il 2 of theſetwo things ſhall be reply- 
wed both upon them, and all thar hath 
it kaherro been ſaid in this martet. 
; Firſt, That ſome things are re- 
rYquir'd under the Notion © rhings In- 
nlfdfferent, which are not {o. 
my Secondly, Be ir granted char ſome 
- «uh things may be impos'd, yet 
Fit does nor follow that all may, Or 
ethar the things in controverſy may. 
 Weiſay, the things they ſcruple Sect. 17, 
fo arerequir 7 bur as things Indifferent as 
indeedchey are: They arenorall fa- 
4 life ro think ſb of chem. The time 


hi ' Was, 


he 
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124 A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, *|'T1 
was, when T. C. did oppoſe our Cell 7; 
remonies, not as unlawful, but ay | h 
convenient, as hath been already ſai ul 

And M* Aſhin the Epiſtle to his yy 

neral Sermon' on: MF Gataker, whey x0 

he had named Cartwrizbt,and Hildy 

ſham, and Dod, 8&c.. he ſays of them, þ- 

though theſe men diſlik d the uſe of Jupeſul 

tious Ceremonies , yet they oppos d ther {0 
Tenents and pra Gice: who ſeparated fnnifþl | 
the Church of England, condenm.ng th: 
and the Miſtry of it as Antichr1 iſiak ” 
The ſeparationis, it ſeems, now abþl 
vancd, for there are men that reckaſhor 
there is more ſuperitition among wor: 
than was believ'd formerly,and thaef| 1 
266 ore ſeparate farther from us, It i 4 m 
renon. p.8. nied now that theſe are things of Ind 
rency to beusd (as # requir d) in lob  N 
vice of God. And whereas it is fupsth 
poſed that we ſay thar the Impoſitioaſpr 
iT Rulers makes Indifferent 
ceaſe to be Indifferent, they anſrexph he 


aw They are not_tydiferent im the Judi 
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"B The Church, of Engl. Vindicated, &c. 125 
ff Diſſenters, though they be ſo in ours, Fxecii & 
Iſhey think they have probable Arga- rinine ca 
idBents to judge it unlawful to Mmiſter in OE 
Surplice , to ſign with the ſign of the 
aKrols 2 Baptiſm , and to kneel m1 the - 

"If of receiving the Lords Supper. . Yea 
m-ſtheſe things are ſo far from being In- 
aBiferent, that they arethought ſo Un- 
mul, as that becauſe of them peo- 
ple ſeparate from our Churches. For 
thnhateverreaſons may perſwade their 
Fuides not to. conform, yet the:peo- 
Hhle ſeparate from us, that they may 
mocpartake with our Ceremonies,' or 
sKor 2 worle reaſon. 
1 Icould not altogether omit ſo ne- 
Hilary a part of my Diſcourſe,” bur 
#becauſe it hath been ſo often faid, I 
pals it ins fewer words. Where no Law Ron. 4- 
pÞ there is no Tranſgreſſion. That which 
bsnot forbid is not Unlawful. Are 
Sltele Rites and Ceremonies forbid-in 
«ine word of God ? By what Text ? 
werhaps by the ſecond Commandment, - 
if: y 


: > Poe P "DO 


126 A Diſcourſe of Superſtitin, | 
by thoſe words of St. Matth. Tea 
for Doftrine the Commandments of ma 
Ch. 15. 0r by the Text of Wilt 
ſhip, 2 (oloſ. or becaule wemay not. 
to, 1 nor dimmſh. \from the ward -of (i 
Deuferon. 4. Now becauſe: the'S 
plice, and (roſs, and Kneebng,--aren 
named in-theſe [Texts (as: was up 
occaſion ſaid. before) therefore Ca 
ſequences muſt be. drawn from then 
and labour'd{o long, till the Condy 
mang forbids -rnaking | and: worlhy 
ing graven Images, therefore all 
vices and Inventions! of -maxis- bauſ 
mult have no place in Divine Wefſ® 
Dexk-werenot as much the.device' 
wete''nat as: obnoxious -as- the ki 
brick, | ©.» -* : JE 
+I our-Church did equal her con pl 
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 mands to theword of God, thenwere 
ll {he guilty, of adding to the word;and 
Rebliſhirig the Cohimnands of \men 
i inthe room of the Doctrines of God. 
If anyaecidents may bring our Rites 
within the compals of -ſome general 
prohibitions , the \Unlawſulneſs' of 
them upon that account, will be to 
"El be confider'd in what next follows. 
© If they ſhall be denied Jud; ifferent i in 
1 their own Nature,.:and: yet no-one 
| Text-:of Scripture. can be pioduc'd 
þ that ſpeaks one. word: about- chem, 
© they. who ſhall ſo. deny do boat 
l ing '.an. Unaplivarible prejucic 
Land all. the particular 


« | ments; made by: the General Rules 


9 prudence, rake by .therPreſe 

a hyteriays or Independeats, Wes alſo 
quite miſtake the. Haguee of. odinng 

I | or abit (fd © {loft 

dl It wedeſcendto cao6culininligg 

F es, Idefire to know, why the Str- 


x27 


; nr not as Indiflerentasa- {Goum or 


Cloak. 
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128 QA Diſcourſeof Superſtitiom, © 
Cloak.. Not becauſe it is a white | 1, 
Fs Garment , for then why are nor 
Bands Unlawful ? And where isthe | þ 

Text that forbids white more than 
black? Nor becaule it is of ſucha | , 
faſhion ; for the Scripture gives no | , 
more directions for the ſhaping ofa | ;1 
Cloak than 'a Surplice. Why then? | |, 
Surely either becauſe it- is thought | ; 
decent ox ſignificant ; or becauſe itisÞ| { 
appropriated to divine wor ſhip. R 
_ -2+Tit be decent, then is it no Er-ſ| , 
rour'to:think it {o; then the Apoſto- | y 
lical Canon; let all things be done decent: Þ| þ 
n 
l 
n 
o 


ly, juſtifies and: maintains it. * And is 
it not:decent ? Does nature teach o, 

x Cor. 11- to whom St. Paul appeals ? We do 
not find-any inbred ſhame, as it we. 
did 7 5a. Be Unnatural in" the ule 
of it-Noes Scripture pronounce it un- || re 

. comely? We cannot find it. ' There] $, 
is no: other Rule for Decency, but | { 
either common eftimarion, or the « 
pleaſure of our Governpurs; _ the | y 
; | \ atte! 


— 
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te | latter we are ſecure, and ſet peeviſh- 
t | neſs alide,fear not being condemn'd - 
& | by the former. 
nf} 2. Peradyenture itis thought /1g- 

2] nficant, therefore not Hdifferent. [ 
0 | an{wer: that a ſionificant Ceremony (if 
2J this ſhould be ſuch) only as ſuch, 
1? F not ſuperſtitions. But who told our 
it men of ſcruples, that it is urg'd as 
8 fgnificant of Candor and Purity ? 

| By what Canon or Rubrick is any man 

-F oblig'dto haveſuch an Opinion ofit ? 

-f Whatever others, who may have a 

| better Opinion of ſignificant Cere- 

KF monies, may think of it, he who is 
), | fatisfied to wear it as a decent Gar- 

Of ment , tranſgrefles no Law, it he 

RF think no more: | 

l 3- Is it unlawful and not Indifte- 

VI rent, becauſeit is appropriated to Divine 
| vervice ? This it ſeems is D* Collmgs orc of 
it | {cryple, who thinks it Unlawful to wear 1. 80. 
e } any habit peculiarly appropriated to the 

& | worſhip of God. I wonder then how it 

Jl K Cart 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
can be lawful to lean on a Pulp 
Cuſhion, or to. uſe a Communion 
Cup, if the Church-Wardens ſhould 
be ſo ſuperſtitions as to lock them up 
and preſerve them from all othe 
uſes. If there be any thing ia Sci 
pture that forbids the uſe of a Gar 
ment upon any of theſe- account, 
ſomewhat will be offer'd worth con- 
{1dering, till then, we continue to 
believe it Indifferent and free from j# 
perſtition. | 
2. Why isnot Aneelng,esc. Indife 
rent ? not becaule it is a poſture, for 
fo is fitting , bur becauſe ir is. ſucha 
poſture. And what is it ? A poſtme 
usd upon any ſuperſtitious Opinim! 
Let us know whar that is. Is it ful 
pected to ſignifie our Adoration 
the Elements ? The Declaration of out 
Liturgy delivers us from that ſuſpict 
on,and authorizes us to reckon them 
pitifully FBnorant , or monſtrouly 
Uncharitable, who after ſo plain? 
Declz 
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Declaration will ſuſpe& ict. What it 


i321 


ſignifies we there read. 'This Oydey 94" fo 


Adminiſ.of 


is well meant for a ſrenification of our hum- H. com- 


ble and grateful acknowledgment of the be- 


 nefits of Chriſt , and for the avoiding of 


prophanation and diſorder. If it be un- 
lawtul to ſignify humility and thank- 


tulneſs, why do we at any time kneel 


or lift up our hands and eyes to 
Heaven ? Or if it be unlawful to 
ayoid prophanation and diſorder, 


then ler St. Paul be reproved for ſet- 


ting things in Order in the Church 
of Corinth. Till I can find ſome Text 
that forbids Kneeling , or till I can 
be ſatisfied char ſome ſuper/titious Opi- 


'niongives occaſion toit, I muſt con- 


tinue to reckon this allo Indifferent. 
3- And tothe ſame purpole I fay 
of the Croſs ar _ How ſuperti- 
touſly the Papiſts ule it, I ſhall have 
occaſion to ſay, but our ufe of it be- 
ing no where in Scripture forbid, un- 
leſs it can be proved, that our 3oth 


K 2 Cano! 
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« Sect. 18, 


_— Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
Canon {of which before) gives a falſe 
Account of it, unleſs there be ſome 
Popiſh (or other) ſuperſtition or error 
from which it is not ſufficiently 
purg'd, it remains in its nature Idf- | 


ferent. Our general Anſwer in all is, 


as before, Where no Law is, there is no 


Tranſgreſfi on. What is not fo bid, is al- 
lowed, is not Unlawful. 

2. There may be ſome who will 
grant that ſome Indifferent things may 
be Impos'd, yet will not yield that 
our Ceremonies therefore may, be- 
cauſe of fome objeCtions againſt 
them, which have not equal force 
againſt all marters Indifferent. Such 
are =_—_ two thought to be. 


. The caſe of Scandal and give 


ing os to weak Brethren. 


2. Becauſe they have been abus d 
among the Papiſts. 

I ſhould ” aſham'd to mention 
theſe things wherein the N. C®. have 
been ſookten anſ{wer'd, did Inot con- 


ſider, 
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| ſider, that cill this be cleard, the 
prejudice which I deſire to remove 
will ſtill remain;for if for theſe reaſons 
Conformity be Unlawtul, then may 
it ſeem , rhat they who either im- 
pole or practiſe it, have an undue 
opinion of that which is ſo unlawful, 
and that opinion {hall be ſuſpe&ed 
of ſuperſtition. I proceed therefore 
to lay, It they who impole thele 
Rites, did not in truth judge them 
expedient and decent in the worſhip 
of God, only becaule they think 
chem barely lawful, they urge them 
as believing many ſcrupulous minds 
will beoffended at them, and there- 
tore they lay them as Snares, and 
take advantage to incommode and 
bring under a penalty , thoſe who. 
(cruple them ; this might be called 
Tyranny, but not properly ſuperStition, 
and ſo would not reach our,Caſe. I 
make not this ſuppoſition as if I 
would tempt any diflatisfied man lo 
TY £9, 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 

to judge of them, for afluredly it is 
no lels than a blaipheming of Dig- 
nities, to think they enact Contor- 
mity for this reaſon. But I find they 
who pretend to be diſſatisfied will 
thus ſulpe&t. And MF" Bagſhaw thus 
expreſles it, Whoever obtrudes his con- 
ceits upon others, who perhaps are not ſo 


dif. p. 11. well ſatisfied as be is ; becomes impious to 


God, by mvadng his foveretonty , and 
lording it over another mans Conſcience ; 
and likewiſe injurious to men, by preſſms 
ſuch things as are only baits to the careleſs, 
and traps for the Conſcientious. Unlek 
there be more hypocriſy than ſuper: 
Fition in our Governours, this cannot 
be the cale, for they profeſs to have 
done that which to their beſt underſtand- 
mgs they conceiv'd might moſt tend to the 
preſervation of peace and unity in- the 
Church, the procuring of Reverence, and 
excitmg of Devotion, . in the publick wor- 
ſhip of God, and the cutting off occaſion 
fron them that ſeek accaſim of cavil of 


quarrel 


quarrel againſt the Liturgy of the Church, 
They have then impoſed nothins, 
but what they judg'd not only law- 
ful, bur expedient ; which Impoliti- 
ons being already prov'd Indifferent, 
unleſs the Circumſtances that attend 
them render them ſuch, may not be 
judg'd ſuperſtitions. 

It is therefore to be confider'd, 
whether either of the two ſuſpicions 
now mention'd, be reaſon enough 
to charge our way of worſhip as ſ#- 
perſtitious. 

1. Suppole the Governours of the 
Church do not err in eteeming theſe 

things in their own nature Indifferent, 
| yet lay Diſſeaters, in asmuch as they 
are offenfive to many Godly and 
Conſcientious men, they ought not 
to be impos'd ; or if they be, it will 
be doubtful, ' wherher the great opi- 
nion-they have of ſuch matters, as 
to enjoin them notwithſtanding 
their offenſiveneſs, be nor a fuperſti- 
toxs Opinion. K4 
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I anſwer. If the A& for Unifor-| x 
mity ſhould contradict thole Pre-fſ 0 
cepts of the Goſpel , that oblige w}} $ 

not to lay ſtumblmg-blacks, nor give of] 7 
fence to our weak Brother ; in as muchÞ} « 
as giving offence and not walking chart | 1 
tably axe the ſame thing, this proce-V} 7 
dure would be a treſpals againlt the « 
ſecond "Table, rather than the Firſt Þ| 1 
would be uncharitableneſs rather than 1 
ſuperſtition. It will be replyed. Though | 
directly it be an offence againſt ou : 
Neighbour , yet reductively it 5} | 
againſt the Firſt Table, becauſe ſuch 
a practice is declarative of ſomeur 
due and ſuperſtitious Opinions of thok 
things which are ſo impos'd. Lett 
be added therefore. So long as pri 
vate perſons are not determin'd by 
the Laws of their Superiors,: it cor} 
cerns them warily to uſe their liber- 
fy, to take heed that their doing that 
which is lawful, may not tempt 
others ro do the ſame thing, with 
=” 


OT 'Y 


they judge it unlawful, which is the 
offending of our Brother, of which 
St. Paul {peaks to the Romans and Co- 


"rmthians, who only dilcourles of what 


ought to be done in thole Caſes, 
where no lawful power had inter- 
pos'd, to determine them one way 
or other, For eating fleſh and lerti 

it alone were both lawful, and re- 


| main'd Indiferent in nature and uſe 


too: Now lo long as the caſe re- 
mains thus, the Law of not {canda- 
lizing a weak Brother is a Moral 
Law, becaule it is an-inſtance of the 
oreat Law of loving our Neighbour as 
our ſelves, and dong to others 45 we would 
have them do to us , wherefore ſo far 
as it is praCticable it obliges. Bur 
this may not be extended to diſob- 
lige the ſubject from abeying his 
{uperiours in lawtul things, nor to 


diſable the Magiſtrate from making 


laws in things Indifferent. 


Fiſt, ir does nor diſoþlige the ſub- 


ject, 


is EN *x 
* ak 
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128 A Diſcourſe of Supertition, 
ject, becaule the law of obedience 
ro our Superiors being alſo a Moral 
Law, either we are at the ſame time I* 
oblig'd by two laws which contra- Þ* 
dit, or one mult yield to the other, Þ2 
If wearing the Swrplice offend, I muſt Þ*" 
either diſobey the Magiſtrate, or of- ad 
fend my Brother. Which then of I 
theſerwo mult give place ? Accord: J** 
ing tothe N. C®. we muſt relinquiſh ie 
a certain 'Rule for that which is'un- 
certain. What the Magiſtrate com- on 
mands 1s certain, it is allo certain, c 
that I am in my Conſcience reſolyd te 
ofthe lawfulneſs of that which is  1® 
Commanded (taking it abſtractly Þ 
from its offenſivenels) If I muſt now ÞÞ" 
demur in my obedience leſt I give I'** 
offence, how ſhall I certainly know 
whether I offend or no ? how ſhall l Þ* 
know how many I may offend? 
What aflurance ſhall I haye bur my 
Non-Conformity may offend as ma- 
ny on the other ſide? I ſhall now | 
. proceed | 
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proceed by an uncertain Rule, be- 

| Beauſe I know not whither it will 

 Jarry me, and am in a Cale where- 

| fn one Moral Law muſt give place. 
wo another. Whereas upon our 

 Efrinciples things are fairly reconcile- 

ſable. In matters undecermin'd by 

c Flaw, where we are at our liberty, 

. ve muſt walk charitably and take 

\ Ficed that we give no offence, that 

. Four liberty become not a ſtumbling-block, 1Cor- #9. 

_ Fthis is the Moral Law, and this is 

, IGolpel: Burt there is no Precept of 

1 Ithe Goſpel that commands us to diſ- 

, obey our Superiors lawful com- 

y mands for an uncertain- danger of 

- {giving offence. Wherefore when we 

« practiſe Conformiry in obedience to 

{ [tabliſh'd Laws , although. perad- 

| I'enture we ſhould offend our weak 

2 [Brother, yer do we not thereby de- 

y care a ſuperſtitious Opinion of the 

\. [Ceremonies we ule. We may think 

x | elves oblig'd to obey our Go- 

105. | ns VErnours 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
yernours in all lawful things, an 
yet not think of the  Swrplice or Gf 
ec. more highly than we ought 
think. 

' 2. And as it does not diſoblige the 
ſubje&t from Obedience, {ſo neithe 
may it be thought to diſable the 
Magiſtrate from making laws about 
things Indifferent. For if it did, it wer" 
not ſafe tomake any laws about + 
cency and Order, becauſe the Mag! 
ſtrate can never be ſecure, but hi}. 
Determinations may be ſo croſs} 
the opinions of ſome of his ſubjed 
as to make them offend if they obey. 
Bur it hath been already evinc'd,thaf 
the N. C*. yield the Magiſtrate 2. 
power to proceed according to thef; 
Rules of Chriſtian Prudence in go: 
verning the Church : And the frame 
ofthe Direftory , and the urging d E 
the ( ovenant do ſufficiently affurew ©: 
that the hazard of ſcandalizing a 777.4 
Brother, was no. teſtraing.co an Ord; 

nancy * 
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of ance of the Lords and Commons. He }.. 
; ſyho in his Conſcience thought there 
mas no way of worſhip ſo Regular 
$ that of the Church of England : He 
who thought he ſhould fin if he 
ſhould conform to the Direfory, was 
wot thereby excus'd from ſequeſtrati- 
n. Yet I dare ſay, they would take 
till, if they ſhould be ſuſpe&ed of 
er/tition, of having an undue opi- 
non of. their manner of Divine Ser- 
ice. And I cannot yer ſee why they, 
commanding men to receive the Sa- 
cament ſiting, when probably that 
would tempt ſome men not to re- 
,{{#iveit ar all, did not as much offend 
fie Brother , and did not as much 
s declare that they had a ſuperſtitious 
e[opinion of ſuch fitting , as the com- 
F[mandsthat now require Anceling may 
; be ſo interpreted. 
{| 2- Nor does the ſecond ſcruple 
; Ineigh much. Our Ceremonies are 
4 luppos'd to have been abus'd among 


the 


the H. pre _ 


tended Dif- Book was taken out of the Maſs-Bok 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
the Papiſts, and this is made a grey 
Argument by the N. C*. why the 
ſhould not be retain'd. Fo this the 
| Anſwer hath been ſo often given y 
this purpoſe, that by the ſamere 
ſon our Churches may not be noy 
usd, nor our Bells which haye ben 
Chriften'd , nor any thing retain 
that relates to Divine Worthip, bu 
what is of abſolute neceſſity, and 
particularty commanaed ; that | 
dwell not here any farther than, ac 
cording to my former Method, 
give a Teftimony how little this ob 
jection f1gnifies when it is madez 
gainfſt chem. 

Ic had been laid to T. ('s. charge, 
that he ſhould thus declaim againll 
che Church of England. "The ( ommuni 


| — 


RR D 28 BW. 2 SD: pg WW.) B.Þe Qu ©. 


a N\ a [\ = 


' that it were better to conform our ſelves 
ontward things to the Thrks than to 
Papiſts. Whatſoever comes from the Po 
which ts Antichriſt, comes firſt je : 

' | eVk, 


Devil, exc. In'the time of this Rail- 
lery it did chance to be laid to his 
charge, that their Diſciplmarian way 
did {mell of Donatiſm and Anabaptifm, 
and was a kind of Papiſm. Now what 
defence does he make ? If among ſt the 
" filth of their Hereſies (viz. the Papiſts, 
Donariſts, and Anabaptiſts) there may 
be found any good thmg (as it were a grain 
of good ( orn in a great deal of Darnel) 
that we willmgly receive, not as theirs, but 
Ts the Jews did the Holy Ark from the 
Philiſtins, whereof they were unjuſt Own- 
ers, Tea it may come to paſs that the Synas 
vogue of Satan may at ſome time have ſome 
one thing with more convenience than the 
Catholick Church of Chriſt. 

Our Liturgy is indeed taken from 
them , but as gold is purg'd from 
drols. And there are divers things 
wherein we agree with them, be- 
cauſe it is nocrime to agree with 
them there, where they do not dif- 
agree with the word of God : And 
becauſe 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
beeaulc it is not hard to believe that 
running into a contrary extream, 
that an Averlation from whar is In- 
nocent among them, does harden 
them in their Errors as much, yea a 
great. deal more, than a retaining 


ſome Cuſtoms which may honeſtly 


be retain'd. It we do not {ymbo- 


Iize with them in the ſuperſtition of 


their Rites, there is no reaſon we 
ſhould be charg'd with ſuperſtition 
becauſe we do not run a madding 
from them as far as we are able into 
another extream. 

This is that I had to ſay to the 
ſecond general Propoſition (which 
hath exceeded the proportion of the 


other, becaule it was my chief de- 


ſgn.) The Dofrmes upon which the (ov 


formity of the Church of England is eſta 


bliſhed, are not ſuperſtitious Opmions. 
3. The Opinions that are fuperſtutions, 


fuch As Are divers which obtam m the 


( harch of Rome and elſewhere, are re: 
_ jefted 


jeted by the ( hurch of England. There 
are many differences between us and 
the Church of Rome, and they are not 
all reducible to this Topick of ſuper- 
ſition. There are Doctrines among 
them of other denominations, be- 
cauſe they ſerve ſome ſecular Intereſt 
of profit, or pleaſure, or honour ;- ſo 
is it eaſy toevince, thatthe Doctrine 
of Purgatory , and Celibacy of Priefts, 


and others are Do&trines of men who 


reckori yamn their Godlineſs. The Do- 
Arine of Indulgences and Diſpenſations, 
&c; does not only deſign profit, but 
together with other looſe Doetrines 
of Morality, makes a very eafie way 
to Heaven, and ſo is ſenſual and 


| pleaſurable. And the Supremacy of 


the Pope and exemption of Eccleſtaſticks 
from ſecular Juriſdiction , is a Do- 


Qrine of Miindane greatneſs and un- | 


fufterable Ambition. There may be 


| 2 mixture of ſuperſtition in all or any 
of theſe,” according as mens appre- 


TI, henſ1ons 
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146 A Difcourſe of Superſtition, | 
henſions are concerning them. Bur 
there are other matters , wherein | 
give account "of their ſuperſtition 
Biſhop Morton hath comprehended 
this in three generals, wherein he 
does at the ſame time 'vindicate the 
Church of England, and condemn that 
of Rome. | 

Prſentment Our Church in her Service-Book dov 


f a Sthife 
Gatich ” make known to all the World, that ſhe dot 


Pri deteſt the ſuperſtition of the Romiſh (ere 
monies, by condenming their ſuperſtitiou 
Opmions. Firlt, In making them nece: 
ary parts of Gods Worſhip. Secondly, 
In aſcribing an efficacious ſariftity to then, 
Thirdly, By arrogat ms a meritorious 
condignity from them to themſelves. I need 
not reſtrain my diſconrle to Ceremo- 
nies'only, be it in Ceremony or be 
it in ſubſtance ; 'If I make it appeat 
thatthey eſteem thar a neceflary part 
of Gods worſhip which ought not to 
be ſo-efteem'd, (and fo for the other 
two) I ſhall conclude right when | 
chargethem with fuper/tition, At 
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An Enumeration of particulars 
will be the beſt evidence in this mat- 
ter. I therefore' give Inſtantes to 
ſhow that for thele ſeveral reaſonsthe 


( burch of Rome is guided by ſuperſtiti- 


- Ohs Opinions to ſuperſtitioiis prattites, by 
which it will alfo appear thar the 


Church of England does renounce thoſe 
practices, at c leaſt if for other reaſons 
ſome of them be retain'd, yet the 
Opinion which is the original of 
—_ practice is diſowned by OD. 

. That opinion is ſuperſtitions 
hereby men judge and eſteem any 


ufages in Religion neceſſary when 


they are not ſo, or more neceflary 

than indeed they are. When men. 
advance any thing in the worſhip of 
God beyond its nature, Judging that 
ko be holy, and-to have a relation'to 
God which hath none, or to havea 
fearer relation than in "coat it hath. 


Pius ahi it a Creed which he i imp OS d, Oruphrius 


rn ts Yich ſufficient cine. 4 p (wiki). 
ag K+ Wheri wed 


148 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
When he had by his Diploma al- 
low'd and confirm'd all that was. 
done at the Council of "Trent; he pro- 
ceeded todirect in what manner Bi- 
ſhops ſhould be made. _ 

Then it follows. Hanc Fidei formu- 
lam quam Epiſcopi deſignati profiterentu 
inſtituit. He appointed a certam Creed 
which all that were to be made Biſhops 

ould make profeſſion of. In the Con- 
on of preſijo or are theſe 
words. Hanc -veram Catholicam fidem, 
extra quam nemo ſalvus eſſe poteſt ſþonte 
profiteor, 8c. 'T his true Catholick Faith, 
out of which no man can be ſaved, I wll 
lmgly profe - Now. among the Cre- 
denda, which he reckons, and oo 
ges others-a6 reckon neceſla 
Salvation, are ſuch as theſe. Tha 
there are ſeven Sacraments of the New- 


Teſtament properly ſo called, imſtituted by 


Je efus Chr iſt. The propitiatory Q) acrifie 
of the Maſs, Tranſubſtantiation, Purga- 


ca Invocation of $ amts wor ſhipping Re 
lique 


* , wy wmkug > \ 
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| biques and Images; and leſt enough 


(ſhould nor be amd into that 
Creed, it is added. Cetera item onnia 
a  ſacroſant#4 Tridentina $ynodo tradita, 


_ defmita & declarata indubitanter recipio 


atq; profiteor. All that was determin'd 


at the Council of Trent is to be receiv'd 
without {cruple. This is the Faith 


| without which (they ſay) no man 
can be ſaved. 


How theſe Opinions are rejected 
by our Church is too plain'to need 
proof. It reſt to ſay, however other- 
wile faulty and dangerous they are, 
this makes them ſuperſtirious, that they 
are made neceſlary, whereas indeed 
they are falſe. I mean not every 


thing eſtabliſhed by thar Council of 


Trent, bur the Artictes before-named, 


and divers other like things decreed 


in that Council. 


If the Intendment of this Eſlay 
were principally againſt the Church 
of Rome, it would the lels be an ex- 

L 3; curſ1on, 
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curſion, ifthe things now mention'd 
were ſeverally conlider'd, and their 
repugnancy to Scripture! ſhown ; but 
being deſign'd rather for the Vinds 
cation of te Clerch of. England, and 
that for the ſake of thoſe who agres 
with us inrejecting theſe Do&trines, 
lamnot willing to engage in all heb 
Controverlies. I think it ſufficient 
to add another inſtance under this 
Head; and ſo convict them together 
of ſuperſtition. _ 


Hiſtor. The Council of 'Tr ent does advance 


Concil, 
Trident. Unwritten Traditions to an Authority 


mw T equal with the word of God. When the 
queſtion is mov'd what are theſe 
"ES: Traditions, their Authors 
diſtinguiſh bettveen fch as are Di- 

vie, Apoſtolical,and Eccleſi aftical. Thoſe 

which they call Divineare inthe Ac- 

Azor. Tn- count of [Azorius, ſuch-as theſe. Pur- 


ſlitur. 


rl Ms. . gatory, Tranſubſtantiation, Hivocation of. 
C 
4.  * Saints, worſhippmg Images, Communion in 


one kind wag for Laicks, 8c c. Whereas 
” the 
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che queſtion may be again ask'd, how 
ſhall we know that thele are Divine 
Traditions after ſome other Rules, 
Bellarmine wholly reſts it upon che Belarm. 


Teſtimony of the Romiſh Church. Ex rn ooagg 


Teftimonto bujus folus Eccleſie fumi poteſt Go 

(ertum Argumentum ad probandum Apo- 
olicas Traditiones, From the Teſtimony 

of the alone Church of Rome may a man 

have a certain Argument to prove Apaſto- 

lical Traditions. Which. rule 1 ſuppoſe 

he intends for the aſſuring us of D:- 

Tine Traditions too : for I he-had 

before join'dthem. Aſſerimus m ſcrip- 18 iid 

turis non contimert exXpr eſſe JT otam Dofiris* 

nam neceſſariam, - five de fide five de mo- 

ribus, C3 proinde preter verbum Det 

feriptum requiri etiam verbum Dei nen 

ſcriptum 1. e. Divmas & Apoſtolicas 

"RR We aſſert that the ſcripture 

does not contain all neceſſary Doftrine, 

whether about Faith or manners, there 1s 

therefore moreover. requir d, Divine and: 

Apiffalical Tr adition. 

L4 From 


_ 


Iz 


Tſai. 29. 


Matth. 1 5» 


A Diſcourſe of Saperſtition, 
From thele premiſes I argue to * 


ſuperſtition of the Church of Rome. Be- 


cauſe they praQtiſe in their Sacrg- 
ments and elſewhere upon ſuperſtitizu 
opinions. The Devotion of the Jews 
is thus challeng'd, Their fear toward 
me is taught by the precept of men. The 
Meſlages which God Almighty ſent 
them by his Prophets, were not the 
Rule of their worſhip, but the Tra- 
ditions of men were inſtead of the 
word of God. And this was their h- 
debitus cultus, their ſuperſtition : This 
Text the Septuagint tranſlate, 4g & 
oifoyrei pe, gIn ain do they worſhip me, 
teaching the commands of men and DoStrins. 
St. Waithew hath alter'd the fite of 
one word, and there we read in ap- 
plication tothe Phariſees. © Ii vain 
they worſhip me teaching - for Dofrmes 
the Commands .of men. - - The caſe to 
which this quotation is there apply- 
ed, is their making the Fifth Com- 
mandment of pone effect by their 


Tia: 
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Tradition. That which God had 
made neceſſary by his Command 
{ Honour thy Father and Mother | with 
that they diſpens'd. That which God 


had not made neceſſary by any ex- 


preſs Declaration of his pleaſure, that 


was made neceſlary by their Tradi- 


tion. And this was their ſuperſti- 


[ 10N. 


'To which the caſe of the Church 


of Rome 1s bur too parallel. They 


makethe ſecond Command of none effect 
by their Tradition of wor ſhipping Tma=z 
ges. In other things they make that 
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neceſlary which the written word of _ 


God hath not made ſo. Some of 


which Traditions if they be not di- 
rectly contrary to the word of God, 


yet becauſe they are arrogantly e- 


qualled,and commanded to be recei- 
ved Pari pietatis affeftu & reverentia ; 
the practices that flow from theſe 
Doctrines cannot be excus'd from ſ4- 
perform, as we now ule the word 


(and 
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(and 2s they, as well as we, define ſh 
the thing) for an exceſs in Religion 
whereby men worſhip God, after | 
ſuch amanner as they ought not. lp 

Sect. 20. 2. The ſecond Account of their [lt 
ſuperſtition is, that they aſcribe an If. Þ'* 
ficacious ſanftity to their Ceremonies. Here I 
alſo Inſtances will make itplain, both of 
that they are thus chargeable, and I 
that-the Church of England does reje&t I 
theſe Opinions. + 4 

The Doctrine of Rome is, that the 
Croſs. is to be worſhipped with the 

_— os higheſt kind of, worſhip. (rux Chriſtin [© 

2s. Art qua Chriftus Crucifixus eft , tum propter |" 

*  repraſentationem, tum propter membrorun 1 
Chrizti contaftum Latria adoranda et, I? 

(ricis vero Effigies i in alia quavis mate | 
ria priort tantum ratione. Latria adorand 

The Croſs whereon Chriſt was (1 Þ* 
Ghed; is to bewor ſhipped with Latria, both |! 
becauſe of its repreſentation., ant becauſe a 
of its touching the Body of C briſt. But the t 
6, on of the Cn elſewhere, is to be wor- , 


ſpippe 
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ſhipped only for the former reaſon, (which 


Taft words were well pur in, for it 


would be a wonder indeed, if the 
fon of the Croſs made at Rome, 
ſhould deſerve worſhip propter Cons 
taftum.) "This we contend 1s ſuperſti- 


tous, becauſethe Opinions they have- 


of the Croſs are ſuch. For they aſ- 
cribe ſuch Effects to the Croſs, which 
neither the word of God aſcribes to 
it, nor any mans reaſon without the 
help of feigned Miracles, or Tradi- 
tions (before accounted for) would 
expect from it. Take it in Bellar- 
min's words. 1 Tres ſunt EffetusCrucis 
mrabiles. Terret &* fugat Demones : 
1* pellit morbos &* onnia mala : 3% San- 
dificat ea quibus imprimitur. There 


are Three wonderful effets of the on 


Firſt, It frights and ſeares awa) the De- 


wW. Secondly , It drives away Diſeafes 
md all Eyils. Thirdly, It ſan#ifies thoſe 


| Hmgs upon which it is made. The farft 


of thele eflet;; he alcribes to it: for 
_— TN E.-> - Three 


Bell. de 
Imagin 


Sancto- 
rum lib. 2s 
Cap. 30. 
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Ibid. 
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Three Cauſes. "Ex apprehenſione De: 


monis, ex Devotione hommus, ex Inſtitut 


Dei. From the apprehenſion of the Devi, 


from the Devotion of man , from the 
Inſtitution of God. So that they ſup- 
pole the appointment of God hath 


empowrd the Croſfto {carethe Devil. 


The power of ſanctifying that upon 
which the ſign of the Crols is made, 
he makes parallel with the power 
which heſuppoſes in Reliques. Sat 
Fhificantur aliquo modo is qui tangunt Rel: 
quias, which he hath the confidence 
to aſſert upon, the Authority of tho 
Fathers. 

Our 30o® Canon (as hath been ſaid) 


rejects theſe ſuperſtitions and errors. 


Which ſuperſtition we therefore lay to] 


their charge, becaule they aſcribean 
effect to a certain Cauſe, without a 
ſufficient warrant. That the ſigndf 


the Croſs hath not naturally in it ſell 


any power of ſanctifying or curing, 
Bellarmine can't but acknowledge 


ren 
— - 
_m_ ij; 
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Stonum Cructs operatur mirabilia non ex 14. ibid. | 


wirtute ſua naturali.quam habet ut figura 


[avedam, fed ut ſignum divinitus Inſtitu- 


tum. 'T he ſign of the Croſs works wonders, 
ut 4s a certain figure, by any natural 
virtue , but as a ſign appointed of God. 
Here is then ſuperſtition, to eſteem the 
gn of the Crols more holy than in- 
deed it is , to believe it to have ſuch 
zrelation ro God, which it can't be 
proy'd to have, to aſcribe to it a vir- 
we-which no ſyllable in the H. Scri- 
pture declares tous. And who hath 
known the mind of God any farther 
than he hath been pleas'd to reveal it 
(0 US 7 


' Eſtius makes a little attempt to de- Eſt in 
liver ſuch lik ies as this is Tow. 
ver {uch like Ceremonies as this: 15 Tom. 3. 

_ Diſtine. 


from ſuperſtition. Si debito decentiq; mo= 37+ Sec. &. 


d exſpeftetur tffeus aliquis a Deo, eti- 
anſ1 natural -oirtute haberi non poteſt; 
wila eſt ſuperſtitio. Tf the-effeft be ex- 
feeted mn due and decent manner, though 
the cauſe 'cannot by any natural <virtmle 

| produce 
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produce it, it is no ſuperſtition. So, he 


lays.,, the Church does confecrate 
Salt and Hely-Water, &c. becaukſe 


Matth. IO. '< hrift gave his Apoſt les power over | rncleat 


Luke 10. 


Spirits, and power to tread -on Serpents 
and Scorpions, &c. which power he 
ſuppoſes ſtill to reſide in the Church; 
As Eliſha cur'd the waters with alt, 
Chrift cur'd blind Eyes with clay and 
fpitfle; in like' manner, poteſtas exorc- 
zandi Damones a Chriſto Apoſtolis tradit 
uſq; in bodiernum diem-m Eccleſia permar 
fit. The power of caſting out Devils cone 
mitted by Chriſt to bis Apoſtles remams im 
the:Church to this day; It we will take 
Forgeries and cheats for real miracle, 


the thing isproved. Bur if we ſhould 


bo 


bealnte ferupulous, and require bet: 


ter-proof of Matter of-fact, and til 
that be given, ſhould donbt-vwherhet 
the Apoſtles'power of working Mi 
racles be tranſmitted to this 'age, we 
are"then at 's great loſs to ſolve the 


Phenomenon, and to clear the oe g 
eG _— 


Yon. an % Wy —X ang: Fre vx 
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the Croſs and holy water, GCC. from fu 4 


 perſlition.. Whereas it is confeſſed, char 


the natural virtue of theſe Ceremo- 


nies can't produce ſuch effects, it is 
alſo as plain, ſo fax as the Word of 
God is our guide, that we have no 
ſuthcient warrant to expect thele pre- 


ternatural and extraordinary Events, 


becaule there is no divine promiſe 

annex'd to the uleof theſe things. 
Ofthe ſame natureis that Doctrine 

that the Sacraments confer Grace, Ex 


opere Uperato. | The Conncil of Trent _— 
anathemarizes them who: tay ; - per Trid. Sell. 


58 0 
Sacramenta non conferri gratiam <virtute 
miuſtrationis eorum, {ive ex opere operato. 


That the Sacraments da not confer grace © 
by virtue of the . cvery adminiſtration of : - + 
them, . or by the deedxdone: $o,Bellarmme ....: _. 


begins his ſecond Book," De,'effetta 
Sacramentorum, "with this enquiry.” \he 
ſacramenta nove legis \ſint ner (Cauſe 
1*ſtificationis ex opere operato. Whether 
the Sacraments of the Gaſpelberzoue y 
; | es 
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Myſt. Je- 
ſuitiC. Let- 
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" of Juſtification by virtue of the deed 


done. - Thar they are fo, and thar 


they are thereby diſtinguiſhed from 


the Satraments of the old Law, he 


offers to prove inethe procels of that 
| Book. 


'In which though it be true, 
that he ſpeaks of Faith and Repen- 
tance as an in the ſubject, to 
mollify the Opinion, yet there is no 


_ doubt bur their Opinion is, that the 


Sacraments confer grace , however 
indilpos'd theſubject be. Which ap: 


_ pears * by the abſolutions that are gj: 


ven upon Confeſſion, even there 
where no Contrition ſhows it (el 
According to. the Jeſuit's Dotrine, 
they ought not to be deny'd or delay'd abſy 


rer 10. p. lution, who continue im habitual for, againſt 
145. 150e 
 T. Bauny. 
Ibid, 


the las "of God, and nature, and tht 
Church,\though they diſcover not the leaſt 
hope. of amendment.” 
termins:thar Contrition is not requiſite at 
all in order to obtain the-principal effe® of 
the Sacrament , nay on' the contrary it i 
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elf elſewhere diſtinguiſhes berween Smtonm 


#ather obſtru&i Hive. Yea Bellarmine him- _ 


| - lib.2. C 
opus operatum, and opus operantis. When ;,.* 


men pray for help againſt Diſeaſes, 
the effect does not infallibly follow, 
for this reaſon, quia tunc effetus non 
producitur &x opere operato, more Sacra- 
mentorum, ſed ex opere operantis. Be- 
caule it is not produc'd by the deed done, 
4s in the Sacraments, but ſuppoſes the dif- 


poſution of the doer. What they thus at- 


tribute to the Sacraments, Azorius ex- 

tends to ſacramentals (though he con- Teſtizu. 
kſles ſome Romaniſts are againft ear... liv. 
him) he affirms that the very ſprink- * __ 


ling with Holy-Water without conſt- = «+ 
deration of the a& of Repentance, 
does away venial ſins. 


How much our (hurch aſcribes to | 


Sacraments, is plain. - T hey are ſure 4s 25 
| witneſſes and effeFtual ſigns of Gods Grace 
.and good will towards us, by which he 
does work viſibly in us. But in the fame 
Article ic is declar'd againſt the Opus 


M Opera , 
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Operatum, for in ſuch only as worthily re- 
ceive the ſame, they have a wholeſome effe8| - 
or operation. 1 
The dangerous Conſequences off - 
this their Do&trine, elpecially a} - 
their late Caſuiſts have improvdit, 
I now exaggerate not. *All thatl} 
would conclude hence is, .that their 
worſhip of God in the Sacrament; 
becaule it is built upon this opinion, 
is ſuperſtitious. God alone is the foun 
tain of Grace, he conveys it into the 
hearts of men as he pleaſes : Burt no 
man hath reaſon to expect it by any 
other means than what God hath] 
promiſed to bleſs. The Sacrament} 
are of excellent uſe : But there is no 
promiſe extant that the bare receive 


1ng the Euchariſt, whatever the diſpo- 


ſition or indiſpoſition of the Rect 
ver be., ſhall produce this effedÞ- 
(and it is conferring grace in Adults, | 
that is now to be conſider'd.) Nay, 
we are aſſurd that he who eats au 

; drinks I 
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gf drinks unworthily, eats and drinks dam- 
| nation to himſelf. Wherefore he who 
of promiſes to himſelf, that which God 
+ | bach not promis'd , he who expects 
i, | grace upon theſe terms, who re- 
t3þ ccives the Sacrament upon an Opi- 
«rf non, that the deed done (however 
it be done) will bring him into a 


Mn, ſtare of grace, 1s ſuperſtitious in ſo 

n.| thinking and fo doing. 

hell. The Doctrine of Merit is another i 
| ſuperſtitious Opmion. If Bellarmine un- de Juſtif- 


no ; CES 4 cat. lib. 5. 
mi derftood it, this it is. Opera bona Ju- Gay. 19.2 


| ftorum meritoria ſunt Tvite etern ex con- 
ih 4820, non ſolum ratione patti C accepta= 
ao floms, ſed etiam ratione operis. 'T he good 
e | works of juſt men do merit life eternal of 
o-| <ondignity, not only becauſe of the Cove- 
5. nant: of grace, but alſo from the nature of 
& _ the works themſelves. Moreover be- 
A | | pp the bare merit of good works, 
e affirms, that as a man may me- 
1]. Fit a reward to himſelf , ſo he may 
{| make ſatisfaction for the releaſe and 
= Mz dil- 
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diſcharge of another. And this is the 
foundation of their doctrine of Indul- 


gences. Extat Theſaurus aliquis m Eccle- 
fra qui ſit Indulgentiarum Fundamentum, 
For, the making good of which he 
thus argues and proceeds. 

Rellarm- - Prima Propoſitio. In bonts attionibus 


gent. lib. hgminum Juſtorum duplex valor ſive pre: 
gem: lib. bg m Juſtorum dup r ſive pre 


tisfattionts. 


Secunda Propoſ. Opus bonum qua parte 
meritorium eſt, non poteſt ali applicari, 


poteſt tamen qua ſatisfaftorium. _ 
Tertia Propoſ. Extat i Eccleſia T he: 
E1 ſaurus ſatisfationum ex Chriſti paſſionk 


bus mfmitus, qui nunquam exhaurirt po: 


Quarta Propoſ. Ad hunc T heſaurun ; 


ſuper fluentium ſatisfationum pertment 


| etiam paſſimes B. Marie Virginis, & 


onnium aliorum ſanftorum qui plus paſt} 


| ſunt quam eorum peccata requirerent. 

F- Thar js in ſhort. Together with the 

i infmite value of the [atisfaFtory Joffe: 
| | | 0 


" tium aſſignari poteſt, meriti, viz. & ſas 
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| of our Saviour, The ſufferings of the B. 
Virgm Mary and all other Saints , who 
have ſuffer'd more than their ſins requir'd, 
are to be jori'd , by Which as they have 
* | merited to themſelves, ſo have they ſatiſ- 
fied for others. 0s 
- How much this diſhonours the 


, 
- *2 


LJ 


Undertakings of.our B. Saviour, and 
* I for what other reaſons we explode 
" | the Doctrine of Merit, and the ap- 
| pendage of ſatisfaftion, and Idulgen- 


ces, I have not now to ſay. The 
, ſuperſtition of theſe Opinions is now 
to be conſider'd. 

Bellarmi's Controverſies would 
not have delery'd the Character gi- 
ven them by Albertus Hungerus, in his 
approbation prefix'd to the Firſt 
"I Tome, viz. Integerrimum, pulcherrymum 
k abſolutiſſmumq; Controverſiarum onnium 
| corpus, A moſt Entire and Compleat bo- 
dy of Controverſies; it he had balk't 
any of the -Doctrines currant at 
Rome. So he muſt write when he 


| M 3 pleads 


x 66 


Bellarm. 
de Juſtifi- 
cat. lib. g. 
Cap 7- 
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pleads fora bony. bur I think it ng, 
| ;, to find ſome ac- 
knowledgments, even in thoſe ſame. 
Books of Controverſies , which: 
would preartly weaken moſt of the. 


very difficult tas 


things in difference between. us, 


which he would eſtabliſh. In this 


of Merit, who hath not heard of 


that famousreſolution of his: Propter. | 
mcertitudmem proprie Juftitie & perics 


lum inants glorie, 'Tutiſſmum eſt fiduciam 


totam in ſola Dei miſericordia & benignts 


tate reponere. Becauſe of the Wncertam- 


ty of our own righteouſneſs, and the danger | 

of -vain glory , It is moſt ſafe to put our | 

whole confidence only in the mercy and good- || 
neſs of God. | pm 


—— fic 
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How well does this agree ah 


what we lay in our Office of the H. 


Communion ! We do not preſume to come 
f0 
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' þ to this thy Table, O Merciful Lord, truſt- 


ng in 0#r 0191 righteouſneſs, but m thy ma- 
nifold and great Fercies, &c. And 


with our 12 Article. Good works which 


are the- fruits of” Faith, and. follow after 


Juſtification, cannot put away our ſms,and 


endure the ſeverity of Gods Judgment. We 


-. 


will join againſt the Antinomians, and 


with great zeal aflert the neceſſity of 
good works,if the merit ofthem may 


 beexcluded, bur that we can't but 


charge with ſuperſtitiop. 
He who gives Alms, ec. does a 
good work acceptable to God by 


7 Jefus Chriſt; bur he who opines, he 


thereby merits the favour of God 
(any otherwiſe than becauſe God 


has promis'd to accept ſuch ſervices) 


He who apprehends ſuch a worthi- 


neſs in what he does, as that for 
its own lake he may expect to re- 
ceive ſome reward, becauſe there is 
ſome proportion and equality in it, 
ad premium rvite &terne, as Bellarmine 


M4 ſpeaks ; 
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ſpeaks: He who deligns to oblige. 


Almighty God by his good works ; 
hath a proud conceit of himſelf, wha 


when he hath done all he can, is but. 
an Unprofitable ſervant - and he has a 


falſe and undue Opinion of God, to 


think a man may be profitable to _ 


God, as men may be one to another, 


Therefore are theſe ſervices ſuperſti- | 


tious, becaule they are perform'd up- 
on falſe and undue Opinions, and he 


who thus worſhips God, does that | 


which is not r&quir'd at his hands. 


If theſe things wanted evidence, [ | 


might add their works of ſupereraga- 


tion, their 4uſterities and penances, -lo | 


 farasthey apprehend a Merit in Opere 
Operato. 'Alſa other things might 


have a place in this Argument, and 


mighr range by themſelves, if they 


be not reducible to any of Biſhop 


Mortons general heads. Such as are, 
T heir publick Prayers in the Church, m 4 
Tongue nat underſtood of the people. Their 


requiring 
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requiring and uſing ſuch a vaſt num- 
ber of Ceremonies, which by their 
great excels and multitude become 
2 burden intolerable (as the Preface 
to our Liturgy acknowledges) Theſe 
and ſuch like-things can't be excus'd 
from ſuperſtition. _— 

Together with theſe I might add 


2 number of obſervations which are 


neither proper to Popery, nor indeed 


| to the Chriſtian Religion, but are ſcat- 


ter'd all over the World. Such as Sr. 


' Auſtin means when he complains of 
| Miltia maniſſmarum obfervationum, Cc. 
and ſuch as Aquinas comprehends, 
- when he makes diverskinds of ſuper- 


ſition, Divinationes &* varia obſervati- 


_ onum genera.Of which Cuſtoms Maho- 


metaniſm and Gentiliſm are very. full, 


- But having given account- of theſe 


before, I paſs them with this general 


acknowledgment. 


Whatever we do upon a Religi- 
ous account, where Religion, pro- 


perly 
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_ - perly ſocalled, ought not to be con-' 
cernd ; When any undue Opinion 
of God excites usto any action, when 
'we exerciſe our ſelves in that, which 
may be deſeryedly called, Idebirus [i 
"Dei Cultus , when we think God is JO 
pleasd with ſuch a manner of per- 
formance , which*does nor. pleaſe | 
him ; as it does well agree with the J*" 
Import of Aanduggiz (an over-timor- I 
ous and ſervile apprehenſion of the Deity) 
{o may it properly be called fuperſti- | 
tion. 4 
Bur in as much as it is very evi- 
dent, thar the ſuperſtitions Opinions 
of the Church of Rome are rejected 
by the Church of England, in as much 
9 as it cant be prov'd, that any of our 
$ ſervice is enjoin'd upon any other 
; Opinion ' equally ſaperſtitious.; we 
conclude, there is wrong done us, 
when ſuperſtition is laid to' our charge. 
Yea, if peradventure Tome of our 
Church ſhould have private Opini- 
; ons 
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"ns of their own, that might render 
their particular practices ſuperſtitions, 
yet this is enough to deliver our ſer- 
vice from the Imputation;, and in 
this' we perſiſt as our juſt Vindica- 
tio. 

There 1s no. Canon nor, Rubrick, 
no Article nor Iyinn that obliges 
any within our Communion to any 

erftitious Opiniow. 

4: Propoſition. Sect. 22. 

T here are ſuperſtitious Omiſſions of 
which men may be ouilty; and that then, 
when they ſeem to have a great zeal a- 
gainſt ſuperſtition. Tt was laid to thefreea® 
N. C*. charge in King James his time, jvin'd Pre 
that they were guilty of negative ſu- = 
perſtition. A phraſe cavil'd at by 
thoſe who reply upon Biſhop .Mor- 
ton, but D* Burges has ſufficiently 
| vindicated it, - and commends them 

to their friend Ames, who compre- 
hends it in his definition of ſuperſtition. 

For when he had. defin'd it to be an 
| excels 


172 
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lid, 2.Cap. 970d; exceſſus non. tantum eſt in exercitiis. 
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exceſs of Religion; He adds, cujuſs 


poſiti tivis, ſed etiam in Abſtinentia a qua* 


rundam rerum uſu, ut acibis. 'T his exceſs 
of Religion is not only in what we poſitively 
do, but may be alſo, in what we abſam 


from, as Meats. 


| cels, as it hath been defin'd, yet the: 
detect in the praftice may be ſuper- 
ſlitious, becaule it may proceed from 


Bacon E/- 


ſay of Super- 


ſition. 


True it is, that ſuperſtition.is an ex- 


exceſs in the Opinion. For if a ſuper- 
ſlitious Opinion be the reaſon why 


men abſtain from the ule of a Cere- I ** 


mony, that abſtinence is as properly. 


on as the uſe of it upon a ſu- 
perſtitious Opinion can be. My Lord 
Bacon {ays well and wiſely. There 


a ſuperſtition in avoiding uperſtition, when 
men think to do beſt, if they oo fartheſt 


from the ſuperſtition formerly received. 


Avguſt. Ja- 
nuarto.Ep. 
118, 


There 1s a ſuperſtitions fearfulneſs in 


ſome men, of which St. Auſlm com- 
plains thus. 'Senſi ſeepe dolens & gemens, 


” mult as 
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| multas infirmorum perturbationes fieri, per 


quorundam fratrum contentioſam ob$tina- 
tionem C7* ſuperititioſam tinuditatem, qui 
n rebus byjuſmodi, que neq; ſacre ſcrip- 
ture Authoritate neq; Univerſalis Ecclefie 
traditione neq; vite corrigende utilitate ad 
certum poſſunt terminum pervenire, tan- 
tim quia ſubeſt qualiſcung; ratiocinatio, co- 


| gitantis aut quia im ſud patria ſic ipſe con- 


fuevit, aut quia ibt -vidit, ubi peregrina= 


tionem ſuam quo remotiorem a ſuis e0 dofti- 
oem fattam putant, tam litigioſas exci- 


tant queſtiones, ut niſi quod pſt faciunt 


whil reftum exiſtimant. Words which 
by a little alteration and paraphraſe 


are but too accommodate to the caſe 


of our preſent Diſſenters. 


«To the grief of my Soul I have 


< often obſerv'd,how weak and ſcru- 


« pulous minds have been miſerably 
©perplex'd in matters of Religion, 


* by the contentious obſtinacy and 


« ſuperſtitious fearfulneſs of lore who 
* ſeem to be yery Godly men. Dit- 


« ferences 


A Diſcourſe of $ uperPition, 


« ferences ariſe in matters Indifferen | 
« andalterable in their own natures; 


« ſuch as the H. Scripture hath not 
<« any where particularly determin'd; 
<« nor hath any tradition of the Uni- 


« yerſal Church fix'd them in one | 


« certain courſe; nor can it be ſaid, 


< that for the bettering the lives > 


« men , i muſt be thus, and 
«notbeſo: yet there are Jealouſis 
« andſcruples in their minds, it may 
« be they remember it otherwiſe in 
« their times, and where they haye 
© lived. It may be they have been 
« as far as Scotland, Amſterdam, or Gt 
« neva, and have a greater opinion 
«of whar | is done abroad : For one 
« reaſon or other they are litigiow 
<« and troubleſome, and think no- 
« thing well done, bur whar they do 
&© themſelves. 

From this ſcrupuloſiry are men 
apt to call any thing into queſtion, 
and for fear leſt they ſhould err on 


one 
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one hand,. and run into ſuperſtition 
* ail Popery ; they run as far on the 
other ; and their Omiſſions are as ſ«- 
 perititious, as they tear'd their practice 
would have been. 
| Such was the caſe of the Jews, 1 Machabx 
© when they were aſſaulted by their 
| Enemics on the Sabbath day;” rather 
1 than violate the Sabbath by defending 
Tf themſelves, they tamely ſufferd 
* | themſelves to be deſtroyed. The 
Tf law of ſelf-preſervation could not 
perſwade them to any refiſtance,and 
© I if Mattathias had not been wiſer than 
"f the reſt, they might all have pe- 
"| riſhed. 

Such allo was the ſuperſtition of the Knol. Tk. 
Souldiers in Sfetigrade, when Amurath 
5} belieg'd ir (4r. 1449.) A Traytor 
1 inthe City had caſt a dead dog , into 
*| che only Well which ſupplyed:the 
City with Water : which when it 
was efpied in. the Morning by the 
Souldiers, no Importunity could per- 

{wade 


176 A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
{wade them to drink of that Water 
which they reputed Unclean by a dogs 
Carcaſs; ſo was the Governour com- 
pell'd to ſurrender the City. 
And ſuch ſurely was the conceit 
| of that zealous man ſome while ſince 
among our ſelves, who cut our of his 
Bible, the Contents of the Chapters, and 
ſo would cut out the word of Godit 
ſelf, that was on the other (ide of the 
page, rather than ſuffer any Humane 
- mixture with the pure word of God. 
Whether the caſe of our N: C®. be 
not ſomewhat parallel, is now to be 
con{ider'd. They ſuſpect ſuperſtition 
in the uſe of the Surplice and (ro 
&c. and therefore. Religiouſly ab- 
ſtain from them ; bur what if this 
| Abſtinence alſo ſhould be fuperſtit 
ous? If the Rites and Ceremonies of 
- our Church be as they imagine, it 
- mult be, either becauſe we judge 
_- that lawful which is Unlawful, or that 
_ . neceſſary which is but Indifferent, or 
MS becauſe 
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becauſe theſe Ceremonies though 
granted in their own nature Indiffe- 
rent, yet by reaſon of ſome Accident 
that attends them, may not be im- 
pos'd, and may not be {ubmitred to 
if imposd. All which things have 
already had their Conſideration, after 
all which I have not doubted to con- 
clude , that our Rites may be usd 
withour ſuperſtition. 

Burt now I move a doubt on the 
other ſide, ro which if they cannot 
give a better Anſwer than I am a- 
ware of, they can't excuſe themlelyes 
from ſuperſtition. For what other rea- 
ſons Conformity may be refusd I 
now enquire not. If any refuſe it,be- 
cauſe they cannot wear a Surplice, or 
uſethe Croſs, and if any private per- 
ſons negle& the Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper, becauſe they cannot 


kneel as is commanded ; I delireto . 


know for what reaſons they are not 


Iree to join with us in theſe Ulſages. 
N _ Either 
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Either they think them law 
Unlawful : It lawful, fuch as may 
be ſubmitted to,and yet for ſome po- 
litick reſpe&s they will not ſubmit; 
this Abſtinence of theirs may be 
free from ſuperſtition, but ſome other 
way it will be as Unaccountable: 
For he who wichout violating his 
Conſcience can conform bur will not, 
lethim (it he can) excuſe his diſobe- 


dience to the Powers which God 


hath fec over him, ler him (if he can) 
deliver himſelf from the Character 
of a contentious man. 

If without fraud or guile, there be 


a man who does not act becaule he 


dare not, who is perſwaded in his 


Conſcience, he ſhould fin againſt 
_ God, and do that which is Unlaw- 
ful, it he ſhould wear a Surplice, &c. 


This is the man whom I charge 


with ſuperſtition , becaule he judges 
that Unlawful, which is bulifferent, be- 


cauſe he proceeds upon a miſtake > 
che 
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the nature of things, becauſe a falle 


opinion betrays him to this abſti- 
nence. He declares hereby that he 
hath a wrong Notion and apprehe2- 
fon of God, when he thinks him 
diſpleas'd by ſuch an Action, againſt 
which the Scripture hach nor de- 
clar'd his diſpleaſure. As mea may 
teach for Do&trines the poſitive 
Confmands of men , ſo may they 


| [allo teach for Do&trines the prohibi- 


{tions of men; and this is ad:lnz to 


the word of God. And in this does Ames 


-. K TH, - Medul. 
condition take place. Tt ills fb- Medul | 


ftnentia Honor aliquis ſmoularis Deo m- pris. 


tenditur. They COnNCce1t they Honour - 
God by abſtaining from that which 
s no where forbidden. It is no: 


I where ſaid , neither in expreſs 


words, nor in any equivalent. 
phraſe, That it is the will of God, 
no man {ſhould wear a white Gar- 
ment when he Miniſters in Divine 
Offices; that no man ſhould kneel 

Hu when 
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when hereceives the Sacrament, exc, 


Wherefore what God hath cleanſed, 
"why ſhould we call Common? 


Where is the man that hath Aurho- 
rity to pronounce that Unclean, 
which God hath not ſo pronounc'd? 
The neceſlary uſe of theſe things 
when they are commanded,does not 
take away the Indifferency of their na- 
ture, par, this delivers us from ſuper- 
ſtition : But to abſtain from them a 
Unlawful in their nature, does dired- 
ly contradict the opinion of their I 
differency, and leaves the men who 
ſo abſtain, under the guilt and bond 
of ſuperſtition. 

So may men find that at a Con 
venticle, which they are afraid to 


- meet at Church. Superſtition lodges 


in the minds of men, and they who 
are inclin'd to it, may. diſcoyer i 
when they {it ſtill, as well as when 
they moye. Touch not, taft not, haudt 


not, are not greater Indications of 3 


ſuper 


nc, | ſuperſtitious abſtmence , chan are wear 
&d, | wot, Keel not, Croſs not; when the 
n! | Doctrine: -of theſe Ceremonies is 
10- | known to be Innocent and allowa- - 
n, | ble. Wherefore they who are in- 
d? | deed afraid of ſuperſtition, who are 
95 | afraid of mixing their own Inventi- 
ot] ons with the worſhip of God, and 
12- | doing that which is nor requir'd at. 
zr- | their hands, are concern'd rightly to 
a3 inform themlelyes, in what they are 
&1 commandedtodo: And whenthey 
I-] find that the H. Scripture hath no 
ho where forbid the uſe of the Surplice 
nd} upon thoſe Terms upon which ir is 
_ enjoin'd, (only the liberty which 
n-S they themſelves had power to deter- 
to mine, is by the Magiſtrate deter- 
81 min'd for them, not lightly or wan- 
ho} tonly, butfor grave and weighty rea- 
tf ſons) Let them not fear they ſhall 
en tranſgreſs where there is no law. Let 
them not fear ſuperſtition in thoſe pra- 
ftices'to which they are induc'd by 
N 3 - Opti- 
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Opinions nor ſuperſtitious. Bur on the 
other {ide ler the fear be , leſt they. 
make the way to Heaven ſtraiterthan 
our Saviour hath made ir. Leſt th 

| ſcruple and; condemn that which 
does not appear unlawful. Leſt they 
ſplit upon Scylla while they- ſhun 
Charybdis. Leſt they run into ſuperſti- 
tion while they defired' to avoid. it, 
and leſt an Innocent Ceremony ſcare 
them to an Unjuſtifyable Separa- 
tion. if 
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| There will come a time, when Three words uttered with Coartty 


and Meebneſs, ſhall receive a far more bleſſed reward, than 


three thouſand* Volumes written with diſdainjul ſharpneſs of | | 


wit. Hooker, Preface to Eccleſiaſtical Poli: Te 
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| PLEA. 
FOR 


[Union and Peace, e>c; 


"HERE was not long ſince, 
publiſhed a ſmall Trac, 
intituled, .4 Diſcourſe of Su- 

perſtition, the deſign of which was, 

to vindicate the Church of England 
from that imputation, . and to re- 
| {preſent the inoffenſiveneſs of her 

Rites and Ceremonies; fo as no 

lipicion of her being Popiſhly 

> 28/3 aftected, 


2 


"This was manag'd with relpe&t to 
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affefted, may reaſonably ariſe 
from her preſent Eſtabliſhments, 


the Times as they then were, when 
yet the heats between the Confor- 
miſt andthe Non-conformiſt, (who 
both pretend to an equal Zeal a- 
gainſt Popery) were great enough, 
and a Reconciliation doubtful. * ] 


The ſcene is fince alter'd. Well 


both have been awaken'd and a-|# 


larm'd by our common Enemy,and | / 
it has been generally believed, that | © 
no denomination of Proteſtants has | 
reaſon -to expe& indempnity , or |? 
may preſume of fafery upon 
the prevalence of the Romiſh inte- 
reft. And who would not have 
choughr, that an appearance of fo 
great danger would have united 
the minds- of men, would have 
cool'd their heats and ſoftned their 
ſpirits, and have molded us to'a 
mutual agreement , and 'a better 

: under- 
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iſ underſtanding of the common in- 


tereſts of the Reformed - Regs 
on ? 

But alas! Our common Dan- 
gers have not begot in us a com- 
mon ſenſe. We do not haſten to 
a cloſure and accommodation : A 


great part of men retain the ſame 


eagernels (not to lay virulence) of 


| ſpirit, as if they had rather periſh 
{afunder, than be ſaved rogether. 


As if they inherited the enmi- 
ty ur Eteocles and Polynices, and re- 


lolv'd that their very flames ſhould-- 


not mix if Perſecution ſhould over- 


take them. Recriminations are 


bandied to and fro. The Confor- 
miſt is Popiſhly affefed and advan- 


ces towards Rome, is a Socinian and 


a. Pelagian, and any thing that is 
naught. The Non-conformiſt is 


Rebel and a Traytor, mr 


and unkit for humane lociety. From 


the raſhnels of ſome particular 


2 men, 


f 


An Appendix to a late 
men, or from well-meant word; 
unhappily diſtorted, a whole par- 
ty isconcluded, and fierce men're- 
preſent their Adyerſaries with all 
imaginable diladvantage. 

And what will now heal us? 


Will diſputing put us in joint a- 


gain? Will writing one againſt 
another compole and ſettle the 
minds of men? Let men uſe ther 
own diſcretion. I blame not thoſe 
who vindicate themſelves, .and ar- 
gue for the fatisfation of others, 
1tin a ſpirit of meeknels they ſeek 
ro reſtore their Brother , whom 
rhey conceive overtaken in an er- 
rour. But for my own part, when 
] obſerve how hardly any thing 
can be {o well and firmly ſaid, bur 
preſently an Anſwer is prepar'd a- 
gainſt it ; how few men are alter'd 


in their opinions, or ſweetned in 
their tempers, by what comes from 7. 


an adverſe party ; I much fear boy 
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diſputacity of theſe Times is not 
the moſt likely means to put an 
end to our preſent controverſies. 
{Yea I do with ſome difficulcy faris- 
fy my ſelf, that. this well-intended 


ſcript how far ſoever it is remoy- 


ed from all ſowrneſs and froward-: 
neſs) is fit to be expoſed. And 


were it not in great meaſure ex- 


torted by the —_— of a 
Friend, who having got a ſight of 


theſe "ix lines, was-earneſt to have 


them Printed, it ſhould longer be 
conſidered ( though the ſubſtance 
of ir has for ſome good while lain 
by me) whether probability of ſuc- 


 cels will warrant irs being made 


publick. 


Sure I am, I mean well to the 


Peace and Union of all gaod men, 


and to the proſperity of this Church, 
Sure Iam, I have no delign to em- 


| bitter any mans ſpirit, or make him 


more angry than heis already. I will 
A 4 not 
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not diſpute the Caſe of Conformi- 
ty. 1 muſt be thought to believe 
it lawful, (for if 1 did not think 
fo, 1 would not practiſe it.) Our 
Worſhip as it is eſtabliſhed by law, 
is (I chink) free from Superſtition, 
Our Dodrine as expreſled in our | 
_ Articles, is not (lo far as I can dil- 
cern) Popiſh, nor ſ\uch to which 
an honeſt man may not with a 
good Conſcience ſubſcribe : Bur 
inſtead of arguing and diſpuring 
any farther, and ſo perhaps exal- 
perating and making the breach 
wider ; I will exhort and beſeech 
in all { incerity and plainneſs, but 
as free from paſſion and bitternels 

as I am able to attemper my ſtile. 
And firſt, To you my.Reverend 
Brethren of the Conformable Cler- 
gy (for I aſſume nor the boldneſs 

to teach my Governours and ſupe- 
riours) I will with your good leave 
thus addreſs my ſelf : Ifany thing 
” my 
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may be done on our parts to re- 
duce. Difſenters to our Communi- 
on, with a great zeal to Peace and 


Unity ler it be done. 


-.. When we charge them for 
AHeparating from us, we declare, 


That we think they would do wi- 
ſer and better if chey would return 
and incorporate with us. Conſt- 
der we then with our ſelves: Are 
there any prudent arts that may in- 


Auence upon the gaining of them? 


There muſt be a great difference 
put between our complying with 
them, and that complyance to 


which we would perſwade them. 


We boaſt not of our priviledge , 
as being under the prote&ti- 
on of the laws, and thereby ex- 
pecting (without making any ſteps 
of accommodation towards them) 
that others ſhould come over to us. 
Burt we plead, That: becauſe of 
-our obligation to+ the Laws, we 
| cans 
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cannot to the neglect of our duty 
comply with Diſſenters. Where- 
fore whac ulesto be ſaid in matters 
of liberty and - private right, viz; 
That both parties mult yield ſome- 
what to each other, in order to an 
happy cloſure and a laſting peace; 
this muſt by no means be urged in 
this caſe. tf the N. CS can fatisfy 
their Conlciences to come over to 
us, in obedience to the Law, they 
will do well. (li they can't, I urge 
them nottogo againſt their Cbnſci- 
ences as will again appear.) But 
we who have declared our belief of 
the lawfulneſs of Conformity, and 
who have undertaken the practice 
of it, can't fall off to them, unleſs 
we. change our opinion, and ac- 
knowledge our miſtake in the prin- 
ciples upon which we have hither- 
to practiled. I ſhall then be peeviſh- 
ly, and not without ſome ill de- 


lign. upon my good intentions , 
DD mil- 


matters of Conformity , that we 
may balk our duty, and be falle to 
the obligations we have brought 
upon our ſelves, that thus becoming 
all things to all men we may gain ſome. 
For, beſides that this is no proba- 
ble courſe to beget in any that dif- 


| ſent from us, a greater venerati- 


on of us, or our party and way ; 
ſo will it be doing evil that good 


may come of it, and will lay a 


greater ſtumbling block than ir 


will remove. | 

But when I ſpeak of yielding 
and complying as far as we can, 
in order to the reduction of thoſe 
of the ſeparation ; I mean, what- 


ever may be done by the regular- 


neſs of our converſations, by the 


prudence of our correſpondences, 


by the obligingnels of our be- 


haviour, 
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miſrepreſented, if any thing I am 
now faying , be thus conſtrued; 
that we may juggle or falter in 
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haviour, by our great care that we 


do not tempt any dilafte&ted men, 


to entertain any prejudices againft 
our . Conformity for our perſon's 
ſake, as weſtudy Union and as we 
love Peace all this become us. 
Stand we our ground, be we true 
to our undertakings and practice as 
we have promiſed ; where we are 
bound up by a Law, as we are ho- 
neſt and conſcientious men we 
muſt obey. But throughout the 
courle of our lives, if we can rea- 


lonably think that any thing we 


{ay.or do, will probably more alie- 


nate thoſe who are already preju- 
dic'd from joyning with us, with 
all the circumſpe&tion and wari- 


_ neſs imaginable take we heed to 


our ſelves ; ſo let us live, that we 

may all with- a good Conſcience 

fay, It is not my fault that there 
are ſo many Non-conformiſts. 

By what I now ſay, I do not 

| $i accuſe 
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accuſe my Brethren, bur it is no- 
roriouſly known many do; and 


though there are many calumnies 


and fJanders faſten'd upon the Con- 


formable Clergy, in deſign to dif- 


grace Conformity it ſelf; yer I 
thought it would look like parti- 
ality to give all the. caution on the 
other ſide. Therefore with you 


\ my Brethren I have taken ſome li- 


berty, and they who are friends to 


peace will take it well. Many of 
you have written worthily, and _ 


with great learning in defence of 
the Church of England; but with 


no'great ſucceſs, as to the redufti- 


on of thoſe of another per{waſ1on. 


Shall we try if freetnelſs of temper, 


if integrity of life, if the unblame- 
ableneſs of onr manners may have 
2 better effect ? 'Surely the Wrath of 
man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
God. We may not think to revile 
or rail them into that Conformiry 
into 


TI 
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into which they haye not yet been 
argued. Ar the worſt, whatever 


| ſomeof them may delerve to hear ; 


 todoallthath us lies to 


we muſt conſider what is fit for us 
co ſpeak. Our deportment toward 


ſtruſt of our cauſe, then ſhall we 
by the uſe of the means, diſable 


our ſelyes from obtaining our end, 


and no methods of prudence will 
{o- dire& us. But it it would be. 


happy for us, as Brethren to dwell to- 


gether in mnity ; If the diviſions that 
are among us, weaken and expoſe 


us to the deſigns of thoſe who 


would ruin us both ; then is it rh 


ous and Religious, then is it late 
| and prudent, worthy of men, of” 


Chriſtians, of Proteſtants, of peace- 
able Sons of a peaceable Church, 
In our 


Brethren, at leaſt to rake thus 


much care of our ſelves, thar no ine 


dilcretions 


them, may not be with ſuch con- | 
deſcenſions as may fignifie any di- 
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difcretions vn our part encreaſe the 
number of Non-conformiſts. 
And now Secondly, I apply my 
ſelf ro you who differ frem us. + 
- At yaur hands, Beloved in our Lord 


| and Saviour eſus Cbrift, ( for in him the 


love we bear to all that would but ſeem to 


be born of him, it is not the ſea of your 


gall and bitterneſs that ſhall ever drown), 
T have no great Cauſe to look for ather, 
than the felf ſame portion and lot, which 
Jour manner. has been, bitherto to lay 
on them: that concur not in. opinion and 


ſentence with you. "Theſe are almoſt 


the firſt words of Mr. Heakers Pre- 


face to his Eccleſiaſtical Polity ; which 


I therefore uſe, tot becauſe I would 


prejudge and at firſt conclude: you 


full of. gall and bitterneſs, but bez 


cauſe] would fain expreſs alike cams 


dorand meeknels towards you. Be« 
lieve itas you ſee cauſe, yer give me 
leaveto fay, I haveanunſeigned va- 


It 
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It is not (I'thank God) the arro- 


gance of my 'mind that tempts me 
to think I can perſwade' better than 


others, but in the midſt of our 


warm debates, and arguings, and 
diſputings, my hearty. zeal to the 
proſperity of the Church of England 
inclines me'to imagine that ſome- 
what elle ſtill remains to be done 


towards a firm and happy Union. 


Wherefore Men and Brethren ſuf- 


fer me to vent my thoughts, and 
When I have -_n_ ſay your plez 


ſures. 
And I will bag boldly wick 

Fo 
Firſt, If any of you can with 
a ava Conſcience Conform, for 
Gods ſake, for the Churches lake; 
for. Peace: ſake ſhew' your''ſelyes 
men of Conſcience; and if it be 
poſſible as much: as hes in' you , tive 
peaceably with all men, and yield obe- 
dence to your lawful Goyertiouts. 
bs Laugh 


A—_ _—_— ai — Ee. AA” uot —— 


[NH 


\& yoann I'* h# NAY 


Diſcourſe of Superſtition, &C. 


Laugh nor-at this ſuppoſition. I 
judge you not. . But you cannor 


be ignorant, that many thus think 
of divers of you. Many of your 
party have bred your Sons to, that 
Conformity which your ſelves re: 
fuſe. A practice which has fome- 


times been thus interpreted. Not ze | 


a few of thoſe Mmiſters which refed d 


Conformity 3 in their own perſons, do qui- 
etly ſuffer it m their own Sons : which 15 
Argument ſufficient to prove, that they 
db not think. ſo ill of {rn Ceremonies as 


their Books ſpeak, ſeemg they love the 


Salvation of: ther own Children as they 
op bt." By ſome other approaches 
that many of you have ſometimes 
made totheLay parc of Conformity, 
ithas been imagined that if Policy 
andHtmane conſiderations did not 
| keep you at a diſtance, you could 
cotrie nearer to us. God knows 
your hearts, not 1- I cenſure none 
of _ as Hypocrites in'this mats. 
Þ __— 
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ter, yet give me leave to make the 
ſuppoſition. Separate not from 
us, if you can Conform. We will 
not inquire into the reaſons of 


- your former ayerſnels. It will be 


a glorious piece of ſelf-denyal to 
recede from your former miſtakes. 
Your reputation cannor be ſo much 
hazarded by changing your pra- 
Etice, as your Conſcience muſt be 
diflaticfied by ſtanding out in op- 
poſition to thoſe Laws, to which 
yet you can yield obedience. It 
any of you, between God and your 
own ſouls believe it lawful ; anſwer 
It if you canto your own thoughts; 
Why do you break the Laws, and 
forlake the Church, and maintain a 
Separation, if with a good Conſci- 
ence youcould come over to us. 

2. It in truth you are not fatis- 
fied (as in the judgment of Charity. 
it ſeems) if there be any thing in 


you 
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you decline coming up cloſe to 


us : yet as you are Chriſtian men, 


and hope to be ſaved by the Gol-. 


pel of peace, ſuffer me to be thus 
far, earneſt with: you. Though 
you- cannot go ſo: far as we, in 0- 
bedience to Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 


yet our of Religion to God, out 


of Loyalty to your Prince (whoſe 


Grace and favour you have often 
and- long felt) .as you love Peace 
_ and would approve -_T ſelyes 

eparate. no 


conſcientious Men, 
farther from us than you needs 
mult. Let every ſoul of you be ſub- 


 jefÞ'to the higher powers, as far as you' 
can! with a good and a fafe Con- 


ſcience. And now my Brethren, 
I befeech you ſay: Can you not 
come to- Church ? Can you not 
joyn with our Publick Prayers , 
and can you not hear us Preach ? 


IE:chere be ſome few of you; that. 
_ thinkbour Prayers ſuperſtitious, yet 
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zhis 4s manifeſt, ' there are' gteat 
Numbers of you! (both Preachers 
and Hearers) that have often joyn- 
ed with us : And why can you not 
do ſo ſtill ? Is neceſſity laid upon-you? 
Will woe-be to you? Do you'vetily 
think you ſhould diſpleaſe God, i 
you ſhould | Preach before we be- 
gin, or after we have done ? What 
if it be a little mconvenient? Would 
you not have it believed, that you 
have run many Hazards and ſub- 
mitted to many:inconveniences to 
keep a good Conſcience ; and why 
may nor this be added'to'the nutti- 
ber? Muſt you needs altogether 
withdraw the people of our” Pa- 
riſhes from-us? There was more 
modeſty: among you {ince '1 662. 
and fome of you cannot* yet'be | 
perlwaded:to keep up your pri 
vate Meetings at the fame hots 
-when the reſt of the Pariſh are at: 
Church; I offer ir to your Con- 
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ſcience as you-are men of peace, 
and profels a'defire to comply with 
:the:Laws:as far as you can, that 
-you would conſider of this matter. 
Delight-not in! going as far as is 
-poſſible from:us. If ic be not un- 
-lawfult to-.come-to Church, I be- 
ſeech you confider whether it be 
-not unlawful to ſtay away. 


— 3. If it muſt be thus, let me ſo- 


licit you with another queſtion ; 
-whatever - obligations you that 
were in employment at or before 
1662. may pretend, that having put 
your band to the plough, you cannot look 
back; yet can you think it excu- 
fable to train up anumber of young 


men, and to: prepare them te-ſuc-. 


| ceed you, and act your part when 
you ſhall go off the ſtage? Was 
4t.not.enough - that you have been 
conniv'd at (whatever ſome of you 
talk of perſecution) and that the 
Laws have been much remitted to- 
£5: B ; wards 


G F9 


Ls 


| ,20 


* 'An Appendix. to a; late 
wards your own perlons,: but: you 
muſt take care to-propagate the-ſe- 
paration to the next /;generation ? 
What! is rhere neceflity laid up- 
on you for this, tao? You have 
ſpoken much'of your:numabers thac 


| have been laid alzde, } bat how nll- 


ny of them are dead within this 
eighteen years laſt paſt, and: yet 
you uphold your party, and breed 
up'a race of future: Male-contents, 
that might as honeſtly and creditas 
bly haye -diverted to: other em- 
ployments. Yea when. any.of you 
dye, the ſurvivors are as buſte in 
chuſing'a {ucceſlor to his Congre- 


gation, as if you thought it a great 


piece- of Religion to. keep people 
from returning to our:Church. - [ 
muſt confeſs I cannot ſee how theſe 
are the ways of Peace. If the Church 
of England be a true' Church, if-che 
way of-Salvation be plainly taught 
in our Pulpits (pardon me if-I do 


not 
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not ſet as high a value upon our 
Preaching, as ſome of you deſpiſe 
it}-it is beyond my ſhallow capaci- 
ty.-to know how to pronounce a 
Bleffing upon you, under the no- 
tion of peace-makers. 

4. You would fain preſerve the 
reputation of godly and conſcienti- 
ous men. You Preach not for cove- 
rouſneſs or filthy lucre's ſake. If 
temporal reſpects had ſway'd moſt 
with you, you would not have loſt 
your Livings. You Preach prin- 
cipally out of Charicy to the ſouls 
_ of men, and the Salvation of many 

thouſand fouls are concern'd in the 
continuance of your ſeparated 
Meetings. Well! I upbraid you 
' not, I hope you mean well. Yet 
with the ſame modeſty and meek- 
neſs, I ask again, Why do you 
chulſe- to crowd- into: the Ciry and 
great: Towns? atleaſt why do you 
not out of your publick banks (for 
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fach it is believed you- have) pros 
vide for thoſe + Mom of rag Say 
try, ſome whereof” are far from 
Church, and many have leſs affi- 
duous preaching thanis inthe City. 
I preſs not thele things ſo far, nor 
with that acrimony, as peradven- 
ture ſome would. But-I rake leave 
ro add a confideration -.or two 
more. E410; 6: wat; |. 
5. Make no objeQtions againſt 
Conformity , but ſuch as really 
diſlatisfe you againſt it. Mule 
ply nor ſcruples for pomp or num- 
| ber. Make as candid and favour- 
able interpretations of . things; as 
you defire ſhould be made to you, 
if your way -were eſtabliſhed. 
Talk not of a. Divine Warrant or. 
Command, for every circumſtance 
of worſhip, when you know, -that 
the Direfory will. as little bear ſuch. 
arguing as the Litargy. When Pref 
b3terians and Independents both mult 
Hejes, C; h avi 
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have' recourſe to'general Rules of 
Scripcure,' as well as Epiſcopal mien. 
 Ifyou cannor bear with things, be- 
cauſe in your conceitthey might be 
berter-order'd, there will never be 
away of worſhip ſo complear and 
pure, - but ſome ſcrupulous minds 
will ſeparate from it, unders pre- 
rence of greater purity. Why can- 
_ not you as well uſe the old Tran- 
flations as rhe” Singing Pſalms? 
Why can you not declare your Af 
ſent and Conſent to uſe that Form 
of Service, which you could uſe 
if you were not 'to Aſent to it ? 
Whatever is tolerable in your own 
opinion , bear with it for peace 
ſake: ! If you think you could com- 
plea better Lirurgy, or order the 
worthip of God to more edificati- 
on'(which if eyer you ſhould have 
leave to-do, you rhuft expect that 
allmen will not be of your mind, 
but exceptions-and — 
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-will ariſe againſt you) yet remem- 
ber-you ate not Governours, you 
are not to give laws in this thing, 


but 'to take and ſubmit ro them. 
Wherefore out of reverence to-your 


Governours,. take things inthe beſt 
ſenſe. We urge you not, to ſtrain 
youy Conſciences to do that which 
you are fully perſwaded is a Sin. 


(That is a calumny which ſome of 


you would unjuſtly faſten upon-us, 
as if-we were Patrons of blind obe- 
dience and implicit Faith, and' 
taught men to go againſt their Con- 
{cience:) Bur yet neither do-you 
pretend Conſcience where Con- 


{cience-is not in the caſe. - Deal 


fairly and bona fide in all that you 
urge as cauſes, of your ſeparation, 
and thoſe ſcruples which you can 


indeed conquer ; lay them aſide 
and diſturb not-the- peace of the 


Church with them. 


0 


- 6, Ler me ſay one thing more 
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to-you. You are greatly miſta- 
make if you think it adds any real 
advantage to your caule, to expoſe 
our-perfons fo liberally as ſome.of 
youdo.Forwhat good Argument is 
this again{t your Conformity,: be- 
caule the Incumbent of the next 
Pariſh is-not fo good 2 man as he 


ſhould be? Nay, rather is there 


more need that ſuch good men as 
you delire to be repiited, ſhould 
get into-employment, thar the Na- 
tion may-not be overrun.with bad 
principles and licentions practices. 


"There is little got by recriminating. 


You have heard how the excellent 
Prince Charles the Firſt, would not 
allow ſuch a kind of Anſwer to the 

entury-writer. 1 we were really 


as bad as ſome of your party would 
[repreſent us, yet ſtill cheſe are but 


the «faulrs of particular 'men : no 
ſufficient blemiſhes. to the Efta- 


|liſhmenes of our Church, nor ſuf 


oi 
E 22,5% = — > Angew Goods i! _—_ _ - — | CITI — n_—_— 
# . Ll 


ficient 


26 


, 4h  Appenare to a. late 


frient 3paſons to.encourage you in 
Jour ſeparation. I ſtudy to avoid 


diſputing,. and therefore 4 take nat 
upon. me -t0..prove , that We are 
not Popiſhly affefted, nor. Socinians ; 


which: yer 1. think I cquld prove. 
L think alſo, your candor (upon con- 
fidering our Articles and Liturgy, 
may induce you to have' a better 


opinion of all che Clergy-men in 


England, whom you- can: think ho- 


neft and conſcientious; and true 
to the Subſcriptions they haye 
made, and. the Prayers: they ule. 

As to failures i in our manners, tho' 

Iam willing..to hope they are not 
ſo great or many, as.the exagge: 

rations of envious men would in+ 
ſinuare, yet I wiſh they-were few- 
er. I inſiſt not on this plea, that 
if you were without ſin, you might 
better throw ſtones at, us. Yet this 
I ay, Nothing of this nature can 
be. a ſufficient-cauſe of your lepazar 
ton, Bur 
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© Bur I ask you no more queſti- 
ons, nor will I be farther trouble- 
fore to you. What temains ſhall 
be in; common directed to both 
parties. 
'We have on both ſides diſputed, 
ind preached, and printed, and be- 
wail'd Diviſions, and pleaded for 
Peace, and acknowledged how de- 
firable Union is : And till we have 
looked for Peace but no good comes. We 
are not yet of one beart and one. ſoul. 
Nor is there any great appearance 
of _ our being of one way. Come 
iow : Let us pray for one ano- 
ther. We all pretend 'to Chriſti- 
anity. We call Jeſus Chriſt our 


|Lord, and by the merits of the 


arne Saviour we hope for that one 
Gmmon” Salvation which he has 


[purchaſed; 'and ro enjoy it roge- 
[ther irfche fame Heavens. AK 
[t ſhould 'pleaſe God. to ſuffer © | 


-|orrign liaton to prevail upon 


oy 
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us, no great doubt but we ſhould 


be all Gibellms and in the ſame com- 


mon danger. Shall we love and 

ay one for another. Let us be- 
lieve that Church diviſions are very 
deplorable, and if that be any mo- 


tive to our Prayers, I will offer it 


in the words of Mr. Baxter. 
If the Scriptures were conſcionably 


' obſerved, men would take Church di- 


viſion for a greater ſm than Adulte- 
ry or Theft, Mutiniers and Diviſi- 
ons do more infallibly deſtroy an Army, 
than almoſt any other fault or weakneſs. 
And therefore all Generals puniſh Mu- 
tincers with death, as well as flat 
Traytors. 1 confeſs. ten or twelve years 


ago, T wondred oft to find both Scrip* 


ture and almoſt all the Volummous wri- 
tings of the Fathers, in every age to 
be filled with Exclamations againſt 


Church dividers. But now I know 


a little better the reaſon of it, and how- 
prone even godly zealous Men (eſpecially) 
Jong 
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Jaung unexperienced Chriſtians) are to it, 
and of what deſperate conſequence it is. 
Our union s our ſtrength and beauty. 
Commonly they that divide for the bring- 

ing in any inferior truth or praftice, do 
but deſtroy that Truth and Pizty. that 
was there before. IT like not bim that 
will cure the Fead-ach by cutting the 
throat. No Maſter, no Law, no. pro- 
feſſion was ever more merciful,- gentle, 


meek, more for unity, love and concord, 


Chriſtians. Oh that the Lord would 


ſpeedily ariſe and ſtir up in all his people 
in the world, ſo mighty a zeal for Unity 
and ſantlity, that thoſe Bleſſed Twins 
might conjunftly flouriſh, which thrive 
ſo ill when they are divided. And that 
the true Saints of Chriſt may once taſt 


of the Church would afford. Fawever 


y Gl friends of Peace ang  bolineſs Jodl taft 
.10 if... | 


| . Tre itiis, 5f we regard iniquity in 


our 


than the Maſter, law: and profeſſion of 


that ſweetneſs, which ſuch a bleſſed ſtate. 
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A Appendix to a late 
our-bearts God will not hear. our Pray- 
ers. - If we pray for Peace, and har- 
botir within our own. ſouls revenge 
and ſpite, and ill will: If a fpiric 
of contradi&tion rule in us at the 
fame time, when we bewail the 
Diviſions of the times: If we do 
hot all that is poſſible, as much as hes 
m us, towards lving peaceably, | 
our Prayers will be very idle and 
ineffectual. ' But when we have 
well conſider d the ſtate of this 
Church and Nation, when we are 
throughly: refolved tor uſe our ut- 
moſt aligence 3 then pray we to 
the- God that makes men to be of one 
mind in an” houſe, pray we to the 
Author of peace and lover of concord 
that he would teach us how we 
may keep the Unity of the ſpirit in the 
Mey fee: E099 | 

" And Oki that we could hve to | 
ſee the time when as Brethren wt 
might divell "together .in Unity! Oh 


—_— that 


Diſco fe of Superſtition, 8&c:. © 
that it were not to0 much, to hope 
for to much of heaven in-this world! 
How ſhould [rejoyce tordiſcern the 
firſt dawrungs of fo happy a day! 
Welcome, gladly welcome would 
be the leaſt appearance of Peace, 


the very firſt approxches rowards 
Unity. I read indeed that Abraham 


againſt hope beleved m hope , but he. 


had the aſſurance of a particular 
pr omile ro make him ſtrong m the 
Faith. Bur I ſhould flatter my ſelf 
and dream, it I ſhould promiſe 
much in this thing. Men * Bound 
roo much in their one {enle, men 
divide themlelves from the whole, 
and -con{ider what would ſingly 


gratifie theraſelves, cot what would 


be beſt for the whole beck 


Wherefore, though I am willing 
(as | have uſed ſome of the farit 


words of Mr. Hooker's Preface, fo) 


to conclude with the laſt words 'of 
the fame Preface; yer 1 am he EAr- 
C 'Th y 
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An Appendix to a late, &c. 
tily ſorry that I cannot uſe them as my 
own words. That good Man had a Cha- 
rity as vaſt as his Learning, and was 
willing to hope the beſt. But length of 
time which ſpends ſome humors, has 
made our diſtempers rather the more in-. 
curable. Yet I will uſe his words, that 
I may put good men and lovers of Peace, 
in mind to pray, that the time may once 


\- come when we may ſay as he - 


Ozr tru? iz the Almighty is, that with 
xs Contentions are now at the higheſt flote, 
and that the day will come (for what cauſe 
of deſpair is there) when the paſſzons of for- 
mer enmity being allayd, we ſhall with ter 
times redonbled tokens of our unfeigned re- 
conciled love, fhew our ſelves each towards 
other the ſame, which Joſeph and the Bre- 
thren of Joſeph were at the time of their 
enterview in Egypt. Our comfortable ex- 
peFfation and moſt thirſty defire whereof, 
what man ſocuer artong you ſhall any way 
help to ſatisfie, (as we truly hope, there is 
210 one ninongſt you but ſome way or other 
will) the' Bleſſangs of the Grod of Peace, 
both in this world and in the world to come, 
be upon hint, more than the Stars of the 
Firmament in number. | 


FINIS. 


